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Abstract

This paper attempts to shed light on Japanese spirituality from the point of view of
Islam. Japan made its first contact with Islam in 1890, when a Turkish warship sank off
the coast of Wakayama, and this incident led to the birth of the first Japanese Muslim.
Despite the many years that have passed between then and now, Japanese Muslims
number only about 10,000 today. Why are they so few? The fundamental reason may
lie in the very differences between Islamic spirituality and Japanese spirituality. Islam is
a religion of faith with Allah as the only absolute god and has strict duties to fulfil: the
Six Articles of Faith (X15) and Five Pillars of Life (:1T). Meanwhile, most Japanese
believe in Shintoism or Buddhism. However, they go to a Shinto shrine or Buddhist
temple to make a wish, have a wedding at a Christian church, and have a funeral at a
Buddhist temple. This puzzling behaviour explains the basic characteristics of Japanese
spirituality, that is, (T)unconscious involvement in religion, (2)having more than one
religious belief, (3)a mixture of the sacred and secular, and (4)interest in practical
benefits and healing. It is thus difficult for Japanese to accept Islam as an alternative
way of life. Once there was an attempt made to create the “Japanese-style Islam”.
However, it failed because Islam is a religion of eternal truth with no room for change.
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