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The Tourisim and Development of Culture Village in Gamcheon, Busan, Korea

& T
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Abstract: This paper analyzes public art projects and their effect on tourism in Korea.
Additionally, this study investigates the evolution of villages and the growth of tourism
through the promotion of public art projects. Public art projects have been conducted by the
Korean government since 2009 for regional revitalization and include the display of works
of art in hillside road areas. The area of study is Gamcheon village in Busan city, Korea.
Gamcheon village was initiated by a public art project in 2009 and has installed a variety
of artworks and murals. Gamcheon Culture Village is currently managed by a “residents’
committee” established in 2013. The village received 300,000 domestic and foreign tourists
in 2013. An increase in tourists to the village has contributed to commercial activities such as
restaurants, souvenir shops, and an information center; however, residents’ privacy concerns,
noise, and garbage problems have also increased. The residents’ committee must overcome

these problems in the future growth of Gamcheon Culture Village as a tourism destination.
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