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The British Indian policy in the age of Pitt’s ministry: Henry
Dundas’s influence, 1783-93

SHIKANO, Mie

This paper explores the British Indian policy in late 18th century
Britain. In particular, it focuses on the Indian policy by Henry Dundas
(1742-1811), a Scottish advocate and politician, and one of the most
influential figures on Indian matters and the policy in Pitt’s ministry.
Up to the point the British Indian problems (or Indian affairs) was
not dealt with policies by British governments, for Governments in
the eighteenth century treated the Indian problems as the East India
Company’s affairs. As the century went by, the meaning of the Indian
problems had changed. The Pitt’s India Act of 1784 established a new
government department, the Board of Control (BOC). The BOC was
authorized power to supervise all Indian matters that did not concern
East India Company’s trade. The Act was to remain the legal basis of
relations between the state and the Company until 1858.

Henry Dundas, who served on the BOC from 1784 to 1801, is known
by historians of Britain or British Empire as influential politician on
the Indian problems, and his policy has called ‘despotism.” However, the
story concerning Dundas’s strong influence on the Indian issues and
its policy at that time seems not to have been well testified. This paper,
therefore, investigates his Indian policy as a commissioner of the BOC
till 1793, when he became the President of the BOC, to examine his
influence on the Indian issues. Firstly, this paper provides an analysis
that his business on Indian policy was recognized by contemporaries
as a despotic figure in the BOC. Secondly, this paper describes how
managed the Board, as it turned out the other commissioners of the
BOC worked actively more than conventional studies have mentioned.
It also proves that Dundas attempted to adjust relationship with the
Company.

A further research of this result will be provide more consideration
about Indian problem in the age of Pitt’s ministry.
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