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Regal Union and Exclusion Crisis
—The deliberation process for the Exclusion Bill in English Par-
liament—

HAYASHIDA, Naoki

In English history, the Exclusion Crisis of 1678-81 has been argued
by many scholars. It has been discussed in a framework of English
history. Recent years, the era of Exclusion Crisis has begun to be inter-
preted by “British History”. As a result, the crisis extended to Ireland,
and to Scotland. But, the deliberation process is insufficient to analyze
it from the viewpoint of “British History” This paper examines how the
Exclusion bill affected Anglo-Scottish relations.

In 1679, the Exclusion Bill was drafted by the House of Commons.
Many members of Parliament persuaded that monarchy and protestant
religion would be in serious danger by the succession of the catholic
prince, the Duke of York. On the other hand, members of Parliament
mentioned relations with Scotland. The Exclusion bill in 1679 contained
the provision which excluded the Duke of York as King of England,
Scotland and Ireland. In other words, the English Parliament demand-
ed the Duke of York was excluded from succeeding not only the English
throne but also the other two kingdoms in Britain. In addition, the
words “the crown” were transcribed in the plural form on the bill. These
facts showed confusion of constitutional systems of the three kingdoms
in Britain.

After Parliament of 1679 was dissolved, a rebel army in Scotland
demanded the defense of the Covenants and were in opposition to Epis-
copacy rose revolt. As for the Lord High Commissioner, Duke of Lauder-
dale, his misgovernment was criticized in both England and Scotland.
These events led to serious international crises.

In 1680, the Exclusion Bill was resubmitted to the English Parlia-
ment. Members of Parliament expressed concern regarding the exten-
sion of the legal binding force of this bill extended to Scotland. After the
discussion, the article about Scotland was deleted in from bill. In the
end, the bill of Exclusion failed in the House of Lords.

As a result, this paper concludes that Scotland has a different con-
stitution under the same monarch, and the Exclusion Crisis was also
Crisis of regal union.
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