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Territorial Power and Its Shitsuji’s Function during
the Warring State Era ;
Case of Shitsuji Ujiie of Osaki Clan in Oshu

by ENDO Yuriko

It has widely been accepted to understand that the territorial
power and its Shitsuji (an administrator of the certain family group)
during Warring State Era were holders of official rightsshared with
then existing State. In this paper, an attempt is made to challenge
the said understanding, by analyzing the diplomatic function of
Shitsuji in the context of social and administrative structure of the
family group, based on the written materials about Osaki Clan of
Oshu in the late Warring State Era.

The major finding is that Mr. Ujile took, as a Shitsuji, an
important role of peace maintenance through establishing mutual
security with other Sengoku Daimyoes. By keeping friendly
association and interdependent relation with neighboring territotial
powers, he was able to exercise relatively advantageous bargaining
power in the diplomatic negotiations. Mr. Ujiie stayed at his
Shitsuji position until the late Warring State Era because of his
function as a peace-maker within the territory of Osaki. It was
necessary for the territotial power of Osaki Clan to develop good
relations with other territorial powers.
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