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%" M. Berg and H. Clifford, ‘Introductior’, in do.,
eds., Consumers and Luxury : Consumer Culture in
Europe 1650-1850, Manchester (Manchester University
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Shopkeeper Abraham  Dent of Kirkby Stephen,
Manchester (Manchester University Press), 1970 ;
Hoh-Cheung Mui and L. H. Mui, Shops and
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Jr., Auctions and Auctioneering, Berkeley and Los
Angeles (University of California Press) , 1967133848
ERCHE" HUH S HMBRLOQBER VOV C. W. Smith,
Auctions : The Social Construction of Value, Berkeley
and Los Angeles (University of California Press), 1989
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ME — <WIRKLOWEETHY —] EHie | |2
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X SHESTRIRNE O NN 1. Pears, The Discovery
of Painting : the Growth of Interest in the Arts in
England 1680-1768, New Haven and London (Yale
University Press), 1988, pp. 57-67;B. Cowan, ‘Arenas
of Connoisseurship : Auctioning Art in Later Stuart
England’, in M. North and D. Ormrod, eds., At
Marketsing Europe, 1400-1800, Aldershot(Ashgate)1998.
C. Wall, ‘The English Auction Narratives of
Dismantlings’, Eighteenth-Century Studies, vol. 31, no.
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(o) Samuel Johnson, A Dictionary of English Language,

New York (Ams Press Inc. ), 1967 (1754), vol. 1.
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() A New Complete Dictionary, London, 1754, vol. 1, p.
221, EEHENE TR K ABeEES 0 [IBR]
NRLVERIUSQOMNAVERRIEN RS 58 iRE © e
1 O MR BT VSO N T NN DN QEEHI Y S0
SO SRR OR0B L M QEIBRMQ HHE K
REHFNBEOULS M INT NJOBENILUS LIRS
Encyclopeedia Britannica, Edinburgh, first edition, 1771,
vol. 1N v IE DK B0 °

() DUANNNQEEMY QXY R auctionier.

(=) Cowan, op. cit., pp. 156-157 ; Pears, op. cit., pp.57-58;
ARNPONLT GRIEHT ] SR8K NN N
BIRNropess S Sroup VKB EG°

(X) OED, Johnson, op. cit, vol. 1.

(23) Pears, op. cit., p. 63 and passim.

(3) B R LOEMBEELERLLOD | PRLEPL O
¥ (Encyclopaedia Britannica, 1963, ‘auction’)®+=<H%
FLQN L QEIEN O S\ i3"R. Campbell, The London
Tradesman. Being a Compendious View of All the
Trade, London, 1747, pp. 307-308 WKEE°

(38) BIE<NRF R SE<1"17George. III. c. 50 +C°
| PPPECEMLIMIEN A O v R L & N e
NWE O NIRROHH L 24610°

(2) +=EHECRIBHITN Q46046 O AR N 137 B
BERSB™INKT —QEIE<""D ™ N « N~ (John Wright)
N300 QR 4810°

(%2) W. Halsbury, Halsbury’s Law of England, third
edition, 1953, vol. 2, p. 69.

(B8) HEVOVORIBmEN O S v R. Hiller, ‘Auction
Catalogues and Notices : Their Value for the Local
Historians’, Local History, no. 13, 1978.

() mENLCEIENRHIN B RENIIEQ L, Lewis, The
Advertisement of the Spectator, London, 1909; Chartres,
op. cit. ; R. B. Walker, ‘Advertising in London
Newspapers, 1650-1750°, Business History, vol. 15, no.2,
1973.
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(]) ESTCI98L" Short-Title Catalogue of Books Printed in
England, Scotland, & Ireland and of English Books
Printed Abroad 1475-1640(STC); Short-Title Catalogue
of Books Printed in England, Scotland, Ireland, Wale,
and British America and of English Books Printed in
Other Countries 1641-1700 (Wing) 8~ Eighteenth
Century Short Title Catalogue (=™K~ 2N .
MYNINA—QRANT D <=~ Do H
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TR EIIRR+ 1 B 41 100” | K78 E'NRA,ESTC
SEERN | KEHEREMIHIRmE, [ % = XHERIN B
| RN BB #4427 ], Raven, Judging New Wealth :
Popular Publishiug and Responses to Commerce in
England 1750-1800, Oxford (Clarendon Press), 1992, pp.
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sales/catalogues, 19 auction/sale/catalogue, 20)auction/
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sales/catalogues, 23) auctions/sale/catalogue, 24)
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26) auctions/sales/catalogues.
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LREOR/NT MU London Gazette (HERELYT
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(8) 17 George IIL c. 50 ; 19 George IIL c. 25, c. 56 ; 21
George III. c. 17 ; 22 George Ill.c. 66;25 George Ill.c.
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(16); S. C. 332(7); S. C. 3329 ]1°

R) B RIEQKEH BIBEECKRmin (IRIBQ Ein
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Auctioneering in Eighteenth-Century Britain
by OHASHI Satomi

Studies on social economics in recent years emphasise that
British society in the eighteenth century saw a remarkable increase
in consumption of merchandise. Thence consumer society of that
particular period has been regarded as a major theme in historical
research. The theme has inspired historians to investigate variety
of subjects;further research on commercial exchange still needs to
be made, however. The ways of selling goods are particularly
worth examining, for, in the growth of consumption, they played
a considerable part by affecting on customers’ willingness to buy
things. It is for this reason that the sales methods need to be
investigated.

Taking into account the importance of the exchange method,
this article will concern, among many types of sales methods,
auctioneering. In Britain, selling by and buying at auction became
so predominant that this method of exchange and the context of its
social acceptance in the eighteenth century require further
examination.

In order to define the meaning of eighteenth-century auction, the
first chapter will explore the meaning of ‘auction” and point out
that the term used to express a way of selling articles by bidding.
In this chapter, in relation to the definition of the word, the
importance of auction-catalogue as a historical source will be
explained. The second chapter will examine the extent of use of
auction. The investigation is based on the numbers and the ratio
of the increase of publications relevant to auction. The third
chapter examines the arrangement of auction catalogues. Despite
the publication of auction catalogues had not been legally required
until the first legal regulation on auctioneering was introduced in
the late 1770s, a catalogue was customarily printed as an auction
was due to be held. Also, though the style of the catalogues was
officially uncontrolled, many auction catalogues under the examination
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were edited on the same pattern. The visible similarity of structure
of auction catalogues implies two points: on one hand, by printing
and delivering catalogues, organisers of auction gave consumers
precise information of sales-schedule and contents of will-be-sold
goods in an effective manner. On the other, for consumers, the
catalogues were useful and reliable source of information for sales.
The present article therefore assumes that one of the reasons why
auction became popular particularly in the eighteenth century lies
in the way of publicly noticing of sales.
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