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From the Taisho democracy to the Showa fascism :
How deeply were the public penetrated with the democracy?

by KURODA, Yasuhiro

Why did Japan continue wars for long periods and venture
recklessly to fight against U. S. A? Militarists ’despotism and
oppression -of speech are regarded as the answer, and it is said that
it was because the Democracy spread only some limited people.
To make sure of it, 1 tried to analyze with data written by the

" public.

Paying attention to what liberalists said and did, who had been
warning rationally through newspapers and magazines from the
1920’s to 1930’s, I investigated how much the same behavior was
seen in the public. The sane criticism was observed in the local
paper published by the young men’s association(&#H)around Ueda
city in Nagano Prefecture.

The same thing can be said also on the side of controlling the
public’s behavior. Not a few soldiers agreed to the Taisho
Democracy from the viewpoint of total war, and not a few
government official of home affairs (WHEE#) from the standpoint
of respect for Japan’s social policy.

What made the nation’s direction wrong by permitting the
military to do reckless things? The Minister of Military’s
commission (FEEAEHFE R EH)) or the legislation for the oppression
of speech and some other things have been thought to be the
factors. Nevertheless, 1 suppose one of the factors was the
people —mass media and the public. First, trust and protection of
parliamentary government, second an attempt to secure freedom of
speech, and third individual postures of criticizing the policy (as a
person or a group). If these three matters had been different in
those days, Japan might have been able to change the course by
the power of the people. Above all, the mass media of that time
just criticized the politics, lacking the attitude to encourage
parliamentary democracy which was inexperienced in Japan, and as
a result it gave a chance to barge into Fascism.
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In order to show that not all the people kept up with the times
and that some people lived up to his principles, I investigated
something about a principal of an elementary school.

Thanks to the activities of prewar liberal people, the democracy
gradually had soaked into opinion leaders of the people at least.
Also it had already had influence with some of the Establishment
before. But they couldn’t make the most of such a situation.

I think that the major cause can not only be thought control by
power or oppression of speech but also journalism’s posture and
the climate of public opinion expressed by people’s reaction.
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