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The Church of England and the Queen Anne’s Bounty

AOYAGI, Kaori

In medieval England, the imposition of first fruits, or annates and
tenths was begun by the Curia Romana. Though the exaction of those
taxes was constantly contested, they were claimed by several Popes.
The first fruits were the full first year’s revenue of any benefice, and
tenths were a tenth part of that revenue. After the Act of Supremacy
was passed in 1534, first fruits and tenths were annexed to the Crown
by Act of 26 Henry VIII c. 3.

In the Sixteenth and Seventeenth centuries, whole revenue aris-
ing from first fruits and tenths to the Crown had never been applied to
any beneficial use for the Church of England. However, some Anglican
prelates like Gilbert Burnet and John Sharp had a plan to support the
Church of England by making grants for poor livings. Queen Anne de-
cided to help poor clergy and in 1704 the Queen Anne’s Bounty Act (2
& 3 Anne, c. 20)was enacted for the augmentation of the maintenance
of the poor clergy, by granting in perpetuity the revenues of the first
fruits and tenths. The Queen Anne’s Bounty was created in the same
year and the Queen endowed it with her own money. The private bene-
factors also donated for this funds for the improvement of their local
church.

The Governors decided the way how this income could be used to
the best effect. Each augmentation should consist of a capital sum of
£200 to be invested in a piece of land, and the Governors should begin
with augmenting the incumbent of the poor living worth £10 or less. In
the early Eighteenth century, the Church of England was supported by
the Queen Anne’s Bounty which raised over £60000 and made over 300
grants to the poor livings in England and Wales.
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