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The Imperial Court after the February 26 Incident
by CHADANI Seiichi

The Imperial Court power after the February 26 Incident built
new order by Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal Kurahei Yuasa, Minister
of the Imperial household Tsuneo Matsudaira, The house of Grand
Chamberlain Saburo Hyakutake. However, by an election process of the
house of Grand Chamberlain Hyakutake, an opposition over a selection
standard was watched among elder statesman(Genro) Kinmochi Saionji
and the secretary length of Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal Koichi Kido.
The former took “the principle of influential figures” to attach great
importance to a political ability, and the latter asked it “the personality
principles” that did not demand a political ability. Discrepancy of outlook
on duties over post of Grand Chamberlain will prescribe a viewpoint of
the later Hyakutake.

The posture of Yuasa for the administration of Hirota Cabinet,
Hayashi Cabinet were different in the days of Nobuaki Makino who was
his predecessor. Yuasa handled an important mission of “a always adviser
to the Throne” as an adviser at Saionji and Kido without Minister of the
Imperial Household and the house of Grand Chamberlain establishing
an opportunity of “political discussion” with the upper echelon about a
serious  diplomatic dispute such as Suiyuan Incident. Because Prime
Minister Hirota in charge of affairs of state had a hard time with the
army and a naval foreign policy and adjustment of an opposition over a
budget, he divide affairs of state and the supreme command and insist on
unification of the supreme command by Emperor commander-in-chief.

In addition, a project did organization of a cabinet enforcement by a
gracious Imperial message of the Emperor in objection of the army nucleus
layer over the issue of Kazushige Ugaki Cabinet miscarriage Ugaki, and
Yuasa having refused this plan, as is generally known. However, by
this process, Saionji and Makino expected cabinet formation, and the
Hyakutake Grand Chamberlain was going to follow appointment Imperial
power of the Emperor at the risk of resignation, too.

Furthermore, although Minister of the Imperial Household Matsudaira
did not participate in it in recommending the prime minister, he criticized
an action of the army and showed will to participate in discussion in the
Imperial Court inside in the case of an emergency. However, Yuasa and
Kido was afraid of terrorism and coup d’etat and gave up the organization
of a cabinet without arguing enough in the Imperial Court power inside
even if they stood in “constitutional government” or a forked road of
“ fascism ”.

A basic posture of Imperial Court power after the February 26 Incident
established by this process, and Imperial Court bureaucratization only as
for handling it will go ahead through duties determined in government
organization.





