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Foundation of Grammar Schools in England and Wales, and Its
Agents 1501-1660

SUGAHARA, Miu

It is known that there was a remarkable augmentation of educational
facilities in the late sixteenth and early seventeenth century England. Two
notable attempts to estimate this development in quantitative terms have
been made. While W. K. Jordan's calculation of the value of charities was
later criticised for ignoring the inflation, David Cressy's reckoning could have
overestimated the degree of development, ignoring the effect of Dissolution.
In addition, his study lacked the perspective of by whom and by what motives
schools were founded, which Jordan had mattered.

Based on the reflection from the historiography, first, this paper re-
examines the trend of the grammar school foundation and its cumulative
number between 1501 and 1660. Its geographical development and the social
status of the founders are also analysed. These observations show that the
short-term stagnation caused by Dissolution was soon recovered by the
boom of the foundation during the two decades after 1551, mainly led by the
crown. While the royal efforts were active only during the mid-Tudor period,
townspeople contributed the expansion of schools in number as well as
geographical terms from the late sixteenth century onwards.

Motives behind the active foundation varied among the benefactors.
Citizens, almost exclusively those of London since the late sixteenth century,
founded grammar schools as part of their charitable activities driven by
several intertwined motivations. The study of the charity of Alice Owen,
widow of the London citizen, proves that her school foundation was part but
the major one in value of her donation out of concern about the contemporary
problem of poverty. In addition, the school foundation qualitatively differed
from her other charities in that the supposed beneficiary was not those of
the community she belonged to. In fact, the foundation by other Londoners
likewise heavily targeted boys outside London. Such the Londoners'
activities resulted in the improvement of educational provision in wider areas
of England and, to a lesser extent, Wales from the mid-Tudor period to the
Restoration with which more people became accessible to the grammar
school.
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