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The Nature and Purpose of Self-Responsibility in Social Security
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Abstract

After February 2020, Japan has been adversely affected by the spread of COVID-19 in various
areas, including the economy. In such a social context, views that emphasize self-responsibility in
health practices to control infection have led to an increase in accusations against and
defamations of infected individuals, mainly on social media. In Japan, the principle of self-
responsibility often prevails over social problems, such as disease, poverty, and unemployment.
This article discusses the nature and purpose of self-responsibility in social security and why the

Japanese view it as a means of solving life problems.
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