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Framing Analysis of Statements by Prime Minister Shinzo Abe and
Japanese Major Newspaper’s Editorials regarding COVID-19
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This paper analyzed the press conference by the prime minister Shinzo Abe and major
newspaper editorials regarding COVID-19. For this purpose, I carried out a framing analysis
of the items above.More specifically, I focused on defining conditions as problematic and
identifying causes, conveying a moral judgment of those involved in the framed matter,
endorsing remedies or improvements to the problematic situation, evaluating of infection
status. As a result of the analysis, the Yomiuri and the Asahi Shimbun pointed out that the
cause was China and mass infection, but there was no logical explanation. Moreover, both
newspapers delivered an upbeat assessment of the virus infection, not to mention the
objective facts such as total COVID-19 tests performed relative to population size and high
positive rates. It suggests that Japanese journalism’s negative side, such as excessive
confidence and passive attitude in government announcements has still prevailed in both

newspaper editorials.
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OFERERL. AYOBFILHOH SR (20/5/12) BENH STz,
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Stk MHEIMEGREC R0 (229) — TREFREE] —F KR THOEEY LR
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167 f5. BBIL 46 5. ¥ 113 13 FEOMRENMTONZ. FHDOHARDBERIZHED 3.94 5, &
BD 3RS 1D 154 FTho7z. RRFEESMHRED 630 DHAD 1,000 AHLLD PCR
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