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Intimate Relationships with Evil Spirits: The Role of the Pente-

costal Charismatic Church in the Possession of Mamiwata in West
Africa

MURATSU, Ran

This article examines the bodily and social conditions in the spiritual
experiences of young women in Benin, West Africa, focusing on possession
by the sea spirit/deity Mamiwata, which occurs during the deliverance
ritual of the Pentecostal Charismatic Churches. Possession by Mamiwa-
ta, which has been considered to symbolise money and sexual pleasure,
has been understood as the expression of a desire to join modernity in a
previous study. However, this view reduces the possession to a psycholog-
ical problem and ignores the experiences of possession, which tend to be
characterised by contingency, unwillingness, and passiveness. In this ar-
ticle, I aim to explore the actions of the possessed and spirits, rather than
what they represent, focusing on the actual bodily experiences and social
situations of the possessed as well as their relation to the spirit. Through
case studies, I found that Mamiwata emerges to young women who are in
socially and affectively vulnerable situations and forms relationships with
them through bodily senses. The perception of Mamiwata’s existence is
featured by individuality, such as being sensed in the room when they are
alone and in their dreams. In the emergence of the spirits, the possession
occurs in the entanglement of those senses, discourses, and bodily contacts.
Therefore, I argue that the deliverance of the Pentecostal Charismatic
Churches provides a place where sensations and personal experiences en-
tangle through shaking young women’s affect and senses, enabling their
possession by Mamiwata. In doing so, the church made it possible to pub-
licly “exorcise” the presence of “Mamiwata” as well as to integrate the pri-
vate life of young women into the church.
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