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Wissenschaftliche Psychiatrie und Zwangsstirilisation und
“Euthanasie” in der NS-Zeit - Ernst Riidin (1874-1952)

UMEHARA, Hideharu

Using one of the NS psychiatrists, Ernst Riidin (1874 -1952), as an
example, this article deals with the interrelationships between human
scientific knowledge and politics and their consequences. Firstly, the ar-
ticle outlines Riidin's biography from the beginning of his medical stud-
ies through the establishment of his hereditary biological psychiatry to
becoming the central figure in Nazi psychiatry. It also outlines how he
built relationships with the Nazi government to establish his ideal psy-
chiatry and what influence this had on German psychiatry. Especially
this article explores the role of Riidin in the compulsory sterilization,
the relation of him and NS-Euthanasia and his influence on the re-
search of psychiatry in this period. Furthermore, the article highlights
what the NS-psychiatrists, to whom Ernst Ridin belonged, tried to re-
alize at cost of the life of their patients. Thereby it shows that for these
psychiatrists the destruction — mass murder of their patients — means
a creative act for the establishment of their ideal psychiatry. Finally,
the article discusses the "Verwissenschaftlichung des Sozialen (scienti-
fication of the social)" (Lutz Raphael) and the "Wissenschaft und Politik
als Ressourcen fiir einander (science and politics as Resources for each
other)" (Mitchel G. Ash) in Nazi Germany to provide hints for dealing
with the relationships between science and politics as well as society in
Japan in the 21st century.
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