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Weaponizing Science: Using “Bothsidesing” Tactics in Creation
Science Museums

KOMORI, Masaki

When people accept a fact as “true,” what kind of social construc-
tion takes place in the process of making “truth”? To answer the ques-
tion, this paper examines museum exhibits on faith and science in mu-
seums. For its case study, the paper explores creation science museums,
which try to demonstrate scientific and historical evidence of the cre-
ation story in the Bible.

Since the emergence of the theory of evolution, the question of
whether the origin of human beings is “God’s creation” or “the result of
biological evolution” has traditionally been harshly contested in Ameri-
can society. The controversy has developed into a social movement and
has been politicized. This study attempts to historically understand
this situation. By outlining the history of counter-speech tactics utilized
by religious conservatives and, at the same time, discussing the rela-
tionship between such strategies and museums, this paper criticizes
the current state of museums, which have been deemed as the media
that certify historical and scientific “facts.” How do museums function
as devices for fabricating “truth”? How “bothsidesing” discourse, which
emphasizes that both sides should be equally considered for scientific
knowledge, are weaponized there? While considering these questions,
this paper critically examines models attempt to understand the United
States as “polarized” society.

This paper comprises five chapters. Chapter 1 reviews the Chris-
tian Right movement from the perspective of scientism and provides a
historical context for understanding the process by which “debate” came
to be used as a tactic to justify religious truth. Chapter 2 outlines the
invention of creation science museums, which try to offer scientific and
historical evidence of the accuracy of biblical stories. Chapter 3, through
the analysis of exhibits and talk shows at the Creation Museum in Ken-
tucky, closely examines “bothsidesing” discourse in museum context.
Chapter 4 examines how the media’s narrative about the museum and
its social acceptance, whether intentionally or unintentionally, supports
the effects of this tactic. Chapter 5, by combining museum studies and
anthropology of science, theoretically analyzes how scientism functions
as a weapon through “bothsidesing” discourse.
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