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The Battle of Okinawa and orphanages:
Filling in gaps in the history of child welfare after World War2

&I BER
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Abstract

On April 1, 1945 US. Forces landed on the main island of Okinawa, initiating the Battle of
Okinawa. At the cessation of systematic fighting on June 25 that year, lay 190,000 Japanese
casualties, 120,000 of them Okinawan natives, including 94,000 civilians. Immediately following the
War, residents were forced to live in civilian refugee camps and although there were between 10-
13 orphanages set up few of the camp sites, it was still not uncommon for children who lived in
those orphanages to die from weakness and other preventable sicknesses. One of the gaps in the
history of post-War Okinawa is the actual conditions and management of these orphanages. This
paper pieces together the circumstances and issues of the orphanage period of Okinawan history,

followed by an analysis consideration of the influence of this period on subsequent social welfare.
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