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Persons with intellectual disabilities and sexual abuse
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Abstract

This paper discusses sexual abuse against persons with intellectual disabilities. A new law,
Preventing Abuse of the Disabled, came into effect in 2011, with the purpose of preventing abusive
treatment by familiar persons against people with intellectual disabilities and to protect their
human rights. In order to reduce instances of sexual abuse against persons with intellectual
disabilities, it is important to make all citizens aware of the problem, to take action to address the
situation, and to respect them as normal members of society. If we are unable to solve the
problem of sexual abuse against those with intellectual disabilities, then we will be unlikely to be
able to solve other societal problems either. Only by resolving the issue of sexual abuse against
persons with intellectual disabilities, who are among the most vulnerable and devalued members
of the population, will it be possible to realize a society in which the human rights of all persons

are respected.
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