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Making a Partnership Policy and its Tasks in Inner-City Local Governments:
A Case Study of Toshima Ward and Shinjuku Ward in Tokyo.

W T B
Ichiro WATADO

Abstract

Under the trend of decentralization and administrative reform, local governments in Japan have begun
to build partnership policy based on citizen participation since the 2000s. This article exarnines the policy
making process in two inner-city local governments in Tokyo. As its background, it can be seen that local
administrations confront the pressure not only to reorganize neoliberal society but also to respond to the rising
necessity in rebuilding the inner city communities. Toshima ward has enacted a fundamental bylaw on self-
government aiming at building a new system of citizen participation and partnership. Shinjuku ward is now
preparing the similar system. But both of these two wards are now in the face of tasks as to (1) how civic
yoluntary groups and residents’ organizations (Chonaikai/Jichikai) will work in closer cooperation; and (2)
how the new system to attain consensus and the rule of partnership should be built in new urban communities.
Finally this article asserts the importance to build ‘weak professional systems’ which support problem-solving

from the perspective of the person concerned. This system will conceivably create new “civic public goods’.
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