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Regional Characteristics on Border Tourism in Yanbian Korean

Autonomous Prefecture, Jilin Province, China
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Abstract: Located in the eastern end of Jilin Province (China), Yanbian Korean Autonomous
Prefecture is bounded on the east by Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (North Korea)
and Russia. On the border with North Korea, Mt. Changbai (Mt. Baekdu) has attracted visitors
as a part of pilgrim and border tourism from Korea since the 1990’s. With the development of
traffic network in the late 1990’s and the enforcement of Tumen River Area Development Pro-
gram by UNDP, the prefecture capital city Yanji has developed to be an important node of
Korean tourists’ flow as well as the center of economic growth in northeast China. Meanwhile,
Yanji and its prefecture have also become one of the origins of Chinese newcomers in foreign
countries such as Korea and Japan. Recently, local travel agencies have proposed several
routes of border tour, among which most of the tourist spots such as rural settlements of Kore-
an traditional style, observatories with border checkpoints and bridges across the river in cities
of Tumen and Hunchun, are all located along Tumen River that define the border between
China and North Korea. Regional characteristics of borderland can be observed by the devel-
opment of border tourism around Yanji, and also, geographical location of Yanji has been
changed by the reorganization of traffic network in Northeast Asia.

Key words: E[3#% (border tourism), EH I (Mt.Changbai), EHT (Yanji City), X
L (Tumen River), HEZAEAEEHE B 1AM (Yanbian Korean Autonomous Prefecture)
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