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A Basic Study on Japanese Overseas Travel Guidebooks after 1964

HOH F Mt
Shinsuke IWATA

Abstract: Although surprisingly very limited number of tourism studies have so far been
made at analysis of travel guidebooks, earlier studies have showed two tendencies: One is tex-
tual approach, which focuses on its discourse and representation. The other is individualist
approach, which deals with ether guidebooks for a specific geographic area or a specific
guidebook series. To the contrary, this paper, treating travel guidebooks as a media, analyzes
the comprehensive range of overseas travel guidebooks, 6906 volumes of 212 series, which
have been published in Japan from 1964 to 2008. Some of the results from the analysis are:
similarity between the numbers of travel guidebooks and the ones of Japanese overseas travel-

ers, the bias for nation-state in destination, and diversification of destination.
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1964 8 13.9 128
1965 9 147 159
1966 6 15.8 212
1967 3 174 268
1968 17 17.6 344
1969 21 184 493
1970 22 19.2 663
1971 51 19.5 961
1972 31 20.7 1392
1973 23 20.1 2289
1974 12 199 2336
1975 15 224 2466
1976 57 24.1 2853
1977 39 258 3151
1978 16 271 3525
1979 60 271 4038
1980 56 217 3909
1981 66 &2 4006
1982 88 315 4086
1983 67 336 4232
1984 50 358 4659
1985 66 359 4948
1986 81 35.7 5516
1987 114 36.3 6829
1988 116 37.0 8427
1989 124 38.0 9663
1990 181 38.6 10997
1991 195 399 10634
1992 239 422 11791
1993 190 457 11934
1994 165 4838 13579
1995 236 61.3 15298
1996 241 63.0 16695
1997 289 65.4 16803
1998 314 655 15806
1999 302 65.0 16358
2000 330 67.5 17819
2001 368 69.0 16216
2002 375 72.0 16523
2003 406 726 13296
2004 357 745 16831
2005 352 76.5 17404
2006 366 777 17535
2007 397 774 17295
2008 387 76.3 15987
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