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Cooperation for Childcare in an Urban Community:

The Case of Niiza Danchi in Saitama Prefecture
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Abstract
This case study concerns cooperation for childcare in Niiza Danchi, which is located in Niiza
City, Saitama Prefecture, Japan. Some parents in the danchi jointly started their own nursery in

1972 because of severe insufficiencies in public nursery services. Their nursery, Himawari (meaning
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“sunflower”), has played an important role in childcare in Niiza Danchi and the surrounding area
for over 40 years. The data analyzed in this paper were obtained in interviews with people who
have been involved, as well as documents from Himawari and statistics provided by Niiza City.
How and in what conditions did they start to offer childcare and continue their cooperation?
The urban sociologist Louis Wirth said that urbanism causes the loss of community. The
danchi is a typical example of Japanese urbanism that was artificially created during the high
economic growth of the 1960s and 70s. I interpret Himawari as a case of collaborative problem
management by non-specialists and inhabitants, as was argued by a Japanese urban sociologist,
Susumu Kurasawa. The parents cooperated based on the commonalities and differences among
themselves. This case suggests that communities can be organized even in areas that typify

Japanese urbanism.
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