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Teachers Question the War Responsibility against Teachers: the
Beginning and Development of “The Movement to Record the

Education Supporting the Pacific War”

MATSUMOTO, Kenjiro

The aim of this article is to analyze the social function of postwar
historical documents called “Records of the education supporting the
Pacific War”, which were recorded by the teachers themselves as critical
records of their education during the Pacific War.

The movement of recording them was led primarily by young
teachers in Yamagata Prefecture. Among them Teruo Suzuki figured in
the central. He and his companions asked themselves how they should
develop their movement, what kinds of problems were happening in the
movement and what type of teachers they should be. These questions to
their own movement created and developed “Records of the Education”.

Suzuki became a teacher at a farming village. He started the move-
ment by recording everyday life of their students to solve their prob-
lems. At first, his aim of the movement was to release his students from
the old-fashioned way of thought of the village. After some time passed,
however, his focal point of the movement turned from the release of the
students from to the change of such a way of thought itself. The reason
of the turn existed in that even if they criticized the way of thinking
hard the village still remained to be old-fashioned and those students
who went out from the village to cities were still in strained circum-
stances. That also urged them to change how to record everyday life
of the village: not only through the viewpoint of the students but also
through that of the adults in the village.

In addition Suzuki found that there were some common points

in wartime education and postwar one: Just as wartime teachers rec-



ommended humble students to participate in the Youth Troupes for
Manchuria-Mongolia Areas, his record also helped humble students to
go to city. Such commonality of wartime and postwar educations urged
Suzuki and his companions to discuss the relationship between war and
education more deeply and to listen to the elder generation of teachers
concerned with wartime education. Moreover Suzuki felt worried about
the postwar conservatism swing of the national educational adminis-
tration and tried to lead a movement to change urban young teachers’
mind and behavior not to compromise conservative authority.

Against the background of the above-mentioned conditions, Suzu-
ki urged the teachers in Yamagata to record the education supporting
the Pacific War, which was at last edited as “Education of Yamagata”.
As a result these records, which are critical to wartime and postwar
education supporting the Pacific War, also gave a critical basis against
educational conservatism ideology by pointing out that the education
supporting the Pacific War originated from the authoritative behavior
of school inspectors and principals and human relations created within

their place of work.
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