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Tourist Flows of Inbound Tourists in Japan

SHIBUYA Kazuki

In Japan, the number of inbound tourists exceeded 10 million in 2013, and it continued to increase. In previous
research, it is pointed out that clarifying tourist flows within a destination is important to product development
and destination marketing. Therefore, this study explored tourist flows of inbound tourists in Japan by analyzing
position information provided from a private corporation. Data in this study was analyzed by three steps. First,
tourist flows among 47 prefectures were analyzed from the perspective of staying time at each destination (every
staying time, over 3 hours, over 12 hours, over 24 hours). Secondly, 47 prefectures were classified based on the
ratio of record starting and record ending. Finally, by adopting the research of urban system, the hierarchy among
47 prefectures was explored.

Inbound tourists move around Tokyo, Osaka and Kyoto. In addition to that, tourist flows are concentrated on
Golden Route. But, in the tourist flows based on over 3 hours’ data, Aichi, Gifu and Shiga decrease tourist flows.
Therefore, inbound tourists do not stay there, but they pass through those areas. In the tourist flows made by 24
hours’ data, Hiroshima has become an important base of staying, linking with the major destinations Tokyo, Osaka
and Kyoto.

From the tendency of ratio between record starting and record ending, Tokyo and Kanagawa are with high
percentage of record starting. In contrast, Osaka and Kyoto are with low percentage of record starting. Therefore,
while Tokyo and Kanagawa can be regarded as transit destinations, Osaka and Kyoto can be regarded as endpoint
destinations.

In analyzing the hierarchy among 47 prefectures, Tokyo, Osaka, Aichi, Kyoto, Fukuoka and Miyagi could be
identified as the top nodes. With the increase of staying time, Tokyo is strengthened its’ role as a node. In the
tourist flows based on over 24 hours’ data, there was only one hierarchy that assumes Tokyo a top. Osaka was the
second rank node at 12 hours’ data, but it became a low rank node of Kyoto (the third rank node of Tokyo) at 24
hours’ data.

Keywords: Inbound Tourist in Japan, Tourist Flows, Staying Time, Hierarchies of the Flow Network,

Position Information



