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Migration of the Cham and their Role in Cambodian Society,
from the 15™ to 16™ Century.

by ENDO Masayuki

This article discusses the migration of Cham people to
Southeast Asia, especially to Cambodia and, their active role in the
reestablishment of the kingdom of Cambodia. Since about the 10"
century, Champa and Angkor had been closely connected through
trade and sometimes through wars. Through those activities, Cham
people had established their networks and communities in Cambodia,
especially in valleys of Mekong river. After Champa which centered
at Vijaya(present Binh Pinh province)collapsed by the “Southward
Movement (Nam-Tien)” by the Vietnamese in 1471, many Cham
people migrated to Cambodia and Panduranga(present Phan Rang
region).

Cham people had established firm relations with hill peoples
who lived in valleys of the Mekong river and plateaus of central
Vietnam since early centuries. Through those relations, Cham
people successfully collected precious forest products. Such
activities helped to accumulate their power in Cambodian society.
Cham people began to play an important role in the integration of
Cambodia. They served at the Cambodian court and successfully
gained confidence of kings. Some of them even gained the greater
power than the king so that one of the Cambodian kings was killed
by their rebellion. Although studies so far have not paid much
attention to the role of Cham migrants in Cambodia, these people
appear to have exercised no less influence on Cambodian society at
the 16™ century.

_74__

CORFRS > b ¢ OuT B TR S B

CGREE) e [ oved





