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One of the major challenges with which Japan is beset is the decline of communities due 
to the concentration of the population in large urban areas and a rapidly decreasing birthrate and 
aging population, with governmental and local authority initiatives for regional revitalization being 
enhanced to deal with this. In these circumstances, we have begun initiatives for regional revitali-
zation by means of human resources creation with long-term perspectives at the ESD Research 
Center. This takes the form of practical research to foster the persons who will be responsible for 
sustainable regional revitalization by means of the integration of the environment, economy, society 
and culture through diverse education and learning aimed at ranges from children to adults in 
schools, communities and other platforms. 

As part of the study “Evaluation of regional creation through ESD and formulation of a 
hub for ESD regional revitalization hub” (FY 2015-2019 Project Leader, Osamu Abe) is a Ministry 
of Education, Culture, Sports Science and Technology (MEXT)-supported Program for the Strate-
gic Research Foundation at Private Universities, and with the conclusion of an Memorandum of 
Understanding on ESD research ties with Tsushima City, Nagasaki, Rausu Town, Hokkaido and 
Nishiizu Town, Shizuoka, empirical research has commenced on the potential for regional creation 
through ESD. 

I would like to sincerely thank everyone for their recent support and cooperation. At this 
meeting, in addition to advanced examples of regional creation by means of ESD in Japan, we will 
introduce case studies from Korea, Taiwan and India in Asia, and the UK, Germany and Sweden in 
Europe, and share outcomes and challenges of regional creation in ESD and discuss the potential 
for its further development 

This meeting is not just about sharing of outcomes and challenges of regional creation in 
ESD of respective countries including Japan, but also the implementation of the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals which are today receiving attention. I hope it will be an opportunity to build an 
ESD network with a global perspective connecting different regions and the world, and be of use 
in furthering the cause of spreading and promoting ESD in those regions and indeed the world. 
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