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The Japanese Sentence—final Quotative Expression
MITAINA As Observed in Conversations
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(Abstract)

This research aims to illustrate how the Japanese quotative expression MITAINA is used at
in sentence—final position in first-encounter conversations between university students. It has
been claimed that Japanese speakers use two different speech styles during first encounters:
polite and plain. Because previous research has mainly analysed MITAINA in conversations
between friends, in which the plain style usually predominates, the relation of this expression
and speech levels has not received much attention. For the analysis, eight conversations were
recorded and videotaped at a university party. Analysis revealed that MITAINA was mainly
used a) when speakers got lively and b) when they might have become rude if they had
continued using the same style.
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