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Periodicals of the Arab Region and Southeast Asian Mediators in its
Network: In the Case of a Cairene Journal, al-Fath

YAMAGUCHI, Motoki

Among the technologies that developed in the modern West, print
promoted communication on a global scale. In the Muslim world, some Ara-
bic-language periodicals of the Arab region acquired wide readership, even
in Southeast Asia. Among those periodicals read in Southeast Asia, previous
studies have examined al-Manar (1898-1940), a famous Islamic reformist
journal published in Cairo, almost exclusively. They have overlooked, however,
the influx of many other periodicals of the Arab region into Southeast Asia.
This article deals with a Cairene Islamic journal, al-Fath (1926-1948), which
was published by Muhibb al-Din al-Khatib. It examines its contributors and
other information sources on the Southeast Asian side, comparing them with
al-Manar. This article elucidates Southeast Asians who acted as mediators
between the two regions in the network formed by periodicals of the Arab re-
gion.

Al-Fath published about 200 articles relating to Southeast Asia, even
more than those of al-Manar. As for the contributors and information sources
on the Southeast Asian side, we can point out two things; first, just like al-
Manadr, two groups of Southeast Asians became deeply involved with this jour-
nal, that is to say, Southeast Asian Arabs and indigenous Muslims who studied
or had studied in the Arab region, such as Makkah and Cairo. The numbers
of both groups increased due to the widespread availability of steamships,
another technological development of the modern era, in Indian Ocean traf-
fic. Second, we find few contributions from leading figures among Southeast
Asian indigenous Muslims in al-Fath as well as in al-Mandr. Thus, it is suggest-
ed that, within the Southeast Asian Muslim community, leading indigenous
figures dedicated themselves to internal affairs, while Arabs and some indig-
enous Muslims who stayed or had stayed in the Arab region played specific

roles mediating between the two regions.
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