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An Industrial Policy in a Suburban Municipality in the Global Information Economy
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Abstract

Since the 1980s, the informatization and neoliberal globalization of economies arising from the
restructuring of advanced capitalism have brought about new requirements and opportunities for building
local industrial policies in suburban cities. Coincidentally, suburban areas in metropolitan Japan have
been overshadowed by the aging population. Beyond specialized white-collar residential areas, suburban
municipalities began to seek community based industrial policies for their indigenous developmenis. This
article takes the Vision of SOHO CITY in Mitaka, a suburban city in Tokyo Metropolis, as a prominent case
of the suburban industrial policy for indigenous development, asking how the policy operates within the
neoliberal economic restructuring in Japan.

This vision formulated in 1997 was rooted in long discussions among city officials on industrial
development in the aging residential suburb during the 1990s, adopting the concept of SOHO of U.S.
cities, and constructing narratives of tax, civic participation, deindustrialization, and informatization based
on the local history: the growth and decline of the aircraft industry since the 1930s; constructing sewerage
system ahead of other municipalities during the 1960s; building community centers and a series of civic
participation projects addressed from the 1970s to 1990s; and the relative advantages of the telecommunication
infrastructures after the INS experiments by NTT in 1984 and of local CATV networks in the 1990s. The city
officials have utilized deftly various kinds of subsidies from the central government and prepared incubators
to attract and support retired high skilled workers and well- educated housewives as small entrepreneurs.
Consequently, this policy has produced business networks of public-private collaboration and operated
etficiently under the neoliberal restructuring of the economy in the 2000s. The narrative of tax, however, tends
to be displaced by that of revitalization of civic activities, the narrative of informatics has disappeared because
of the spread of IT infrastructures and skills, the focus of the narrative of industrial redevelopment has shifted
from the manufacturing to information and technical service industries, and the narrative of civic participation
tends to be replaced by that of civic collaboration. Notwithstanding, it should be noted that this policy is
able to alleviate the negative impact of the neoliberal globalizing economy if it will be operated to promote

indigenous and sustainable development of the suburban city.
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