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The Diffusion Process of Modern Surfing in Japan

ML B
Yuki KONAGAYA

In this study, the diffusion of modern surfing around Japan was analysed by studying collected
texts on news stories or magazine articles of the era.

Although a few surfboards had been imported by individuals before WWII, surfing in Japan
really began in the early 1960s. During the surfing boom in the U.S., some members of the U.S.
forces (or their children) brought surfboards when they were stationed in Japan. They rode waves
at a few coastal areas such as Shonan, Sotobou, and others.

Japanese surfing set its first core at Shonan ; the wealthiest and nearest to Tokyo of the early
areas. It included related industries that shaped the fundamental features of the sport through the
mid-1970s. The craze started among university students in the summer of 1977. Surfing went
on to become one of the popular leisure activities for young people throughout Japan during the
1980s. After coming to the end of the surfing boom, or at least after surfers had been wiped out

of the fashionable news, their followers have joined the activity because of their disadvantages in

wealth, age, or their place of residence.
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