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Tourism Development and the Paid Vacation Policy

in the Western European Countries

I #
SHIRASAKA, Shigeru

Abstract: The purpose of this study is to analyze the tourism development and paid vacation
policy in the western European countries, especially in Germany and France to find suggestive
possibility for the tourism in Japan.

In the former West Germany, the government had presented the extremely high quality poli-
cy for tourism and paid vacation. In France, the Front Populaire Cabinet introduced the policy
of "paid holidays" to their workers in 1936. After the World War II, the paid vacation is one of
the major contributions to the development of tourism in the western European countries.

The paid holidays for Japanese average workers are approximately 20 days a year, but they
only use ten days of their paid holidays in average. In addition, the Japanese Government has
not yet ratified the ILO Convention No. 132 of 1970. Therefore, the institutional condition has
been lacked to establish national scale resorts in Japan.

From the European experience on the tourism and paid vacations, it is the foremost require-
ment for the Japanese Government to raise the standard of paid holidays to the same level as
that of the western European countries to improve the current social environment for tourism

in Japan.
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