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The Historical Geography of the Greek East: Ottoman
Orthodox Christians on the Asia Minor and the Caucasus

FUJINAMI, Nobuyoshi

In the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries Ottoman Greek
intellectuals constructed a set of peculiar geopolitical images within
the framework of the empire as a way to set up a regional order of their
own free from the West European as well as the Slavic intervention.
Historical writing proved to be one of the most productive methods to
bring this kind of imagined geography into effect. In this article I argue
the case of three Turcophone Greek intellectuals, namely, Ioannis
Kalfoglous, Pavlos Karolidis, and Georgeos Scalieris, and show how
historiography worked in the context of identity politics under the
multi-ethnic circumstances of the late Ottoman Empire.

Kalfoglous put utmost emphasis on the actual human relations that
transcend the borders of sovereign states. When writing the history of
the Asia Minor and the Caucasus, he underlined the socio-economic
aspects which brought his fellow Greeks from their “fatherland” Asia
Minor to the Caucasian towns. In contrast he showed little interest
in politics, whether it was conducted in the Ottoman or the Russian
Empire.

Karolidis, as a professional historian, took pains to make a
distinction between race and ethnicity when he investigated the Arian
origin of the peoples of Asia Minor. He thought racial origin did not
necessarily determine one’s ethnicity. For him, religion, especially the
Orthodox Christianity, is the primal element that creats an ethnic
group, namely the Greeks, with a common bondage of religio-cultural
belongings. He highly evaluated the role of the Ottomans in this process
because they had respected the religious privileges of the Greeks and
thus saved the Great Church from the Western Catholic as well as the
Slavic invasion.

Scalieris in his turn applied a very different narrative of racism
with a specific aim of disclaiming the Turkishness of Asia Minor. He
claimed that among the Ottoman Muslims there were so many non-
Turk ethnic groups with a supposedly Greek origin that actually the
Turks formed only a petty minority while the Greeks and/or “crypto”
Greeks were the majority of Asia Minor.

Although sharing the similar ethno-religious background, the
ideologies and political inclinations of these three intellectuals differed
from one another considerably. Historical writings thus reflected the
various types of imagination with regard to the political as well as socio-
economic situations of the Greek East stretching from the Ottoman to
the Russian territories.
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