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Basilica Excavation Report, Tlos 2012(General Observations)

URANO, Satoshi

In 2012 season, rubbles were removed from the entire area of the
nave, the western one-third part of the southern aisle, and the pathway
to it. Columns, capitals and the other spolia of the main building, some
of which have inscriptions, were discovered all over in these areas as
had been in the previous season.

In the nave, some rectangular foundation slabs of the ambon, laid
in two rows, were excavated on the axis ca.12.5m distant both from
the entrance and from the east end of the nave (separately from the
apsis). Some fragments of a triangle panel with double frame lines
(24, 24a) and a rectangular panel with a six pointed star framed by a
trapezoid relieved (25, 25a-c) were discovered around them both to have
consisted of its railings. Six broken columns, perhaps of the templon,
exceptionally voluminous as such (ca.50cm diameter and probably
more than 3m length; 51-51a, 52-52a, 53-54, 57-75, 77-77a, 122), were
found having fallen over one another in the area between main block
pillars of the nave. Five of their capitals were also found around them
(one Ionic (56) and four Byzantine (58, 60-60a, 62, 63)). Byzantine ones
with stellar, botanical and scroll motifs have distorted shapes, probably
because they were reshaped from Corinthian ones having been fallen
down from the nave-aisle pillars at some point in time. Near the ambon
there were found a Corinthian capital (17) having been abandoned
on the way of reshaping with some decorative leaves peeled off at its
bottom and fragments of leaves within a few meters distant (46-46e).

The base slabs (or stylobate of these columns?) running one
meter eastwards in parallel with the line between two main pillars
have six strange semi-circular cuttings of ca.60 cm diameter on them
(southernmost one is only half extent); the cross section of one of them
shows a pan shape (with 4cm depth), while another does a deeper
pot shape (with 18cm depth). Supposed architraves of the templon
with a series of reliefs of plant motifs were discovered scattering all
over around it. Fragments of a similarly shaped slab (59, 59a-f) with
an inscription "fAYEEXOAI I[---]7" and two axle holes must have
constituted the lintel of the door to templon. At least two large railing
panels lavishly relieved with stellar, botanical and faunal motives
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framed by braids on one side and cross motifs with ivy on the other
(h.ca.80cm; w.120-130cm in their originals) are likely to have been
those of templon or solea (68, 72, 72a-c, 84, 84a, 136; 110, 110a). The
former design is typically found in the middle Byzantine reliefs, while
the latter is in the early ones.

In the bema, east of the base slabs, the paving of the apsis floor with
hexagonal white and triangular black stone tiles was recognizable.
Otherwise, there was not any substantial evidence of the original
furniture and ornaments except for two relatively thin pillars (d.
ca.40cm; 1. ca.3m), their bases, and two byzantine capitals near the
apsis; these remains can be thought of as of the last phase. Synthronon,
almost all of which step-panels was ripped off and northern half of
which was destroyed down to the middle of its filling might have
been later converted to one or two small altars. The destruction of the
synthronon filling must have made the main body of ceramic shards
discovered no other than in this area. Some stone blocks probably
having used as construction materials of the apsis wall were found
frescoed abundantly;, though not a few fragments of frescoes with
colours were discovered all over in the nave.

Remarkably, we discovered 50-110cm high wall which entirely
separates the southern transept from the nave; which had been
beautifully frescoed with a geometric design but was later covered by
thick white stucco. Between the nave and the southern aisle, some
parts of parapets were found to be removed in contrast with those of the
northern aisle.

In the western third part of the southern aisle, there remained
another substantial part of frescos with a geometric design on the north
face of the southern outer wall. The side entrance to the southern aisle
was found later half closed by stones and mortars, but seems to have
been used continuously in contrast to that to the northern aisle. In the
pathway to it, a bead and a leather cutter were found.
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