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ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱLeadershipȱhasȱbeenȱandȱcontinuesȱ toȱbeȱaȱ criticalȱ subjectȱ amongȱ
Americanȱ Indiansȱ andȱ theirȱ communitiesǯȱ ȱ Inȱhistoricalȱ timesȱ andȱ inȱ
theȱ recentȱpastǰȱAmericanȱ Indianȱ leadershipȱ changedȱaccordingȱ toȱ theȱ
circumstancesǰȱyetȱ itȱhasȱ remainedȱbasicallyȱ theȱ sameǯȱ ȱGreatȱ leadersȱofȱ
theȱpastȱ exhibitedȱ certainȱ characteristicsȱ andȱ theseȱ individualsȱ includedȱ
Tecumsehȱofȱ theȱShawneesǰȱOsceolaȱofȱ theȱSeminolesǰȱBlackȱHawkȱofȱ theȱ
SaukȱandȱFoxǰȱSittingȱBullȱofȱ theȱHunkpapaȱSiouxȱandȱGeronimoȱofȱ theȱ
Apachesǯȱ ȱAndǰȱ thereȱhaveȱbeenȱmanyȱothersǯȱ ȱ Inȱmodernȱ timesȱofȱ theȱ
twentiethȱcenturyǰȱPeterȱMacDonaldȱofȱtheȱNavajoȱguidedȱtribesȱthroughoutȱ
IndianȱCountyȱ intoȱ theȱeraȱofȱSelfȬDeterminationȱandȱotherȱ suchȱ leadersȱ
includedǰȱClaudȱCoxȱofȱ theȱMuscogeeȱCreeksǰȱWilmaȱMankillerȱofȱ theȱ
CherokeesǰȱandȱPhillipȱMartinȱofȱtheȱMississippiȱChoctawsǯȱȱȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱTheȱpurposeȱofȱ thisȱ studyȱ isȱ toȱdrawȱconclusionsȱ fromȱobservingȱpastȱ
andȱpresentȱ Indianȱ leadersȱ inȱanȱoverallȱ assessmentȱofȱAmericanȱ Indianȱ
leadershipǯȱȱPertinentȱquestionsȱareȱraisedȱandȱresponsesȱattemptȱtoȱexplainȱ
theȱkindsȱandȱcharacteristicsȱofȱ Indianȱ leadershipǯȱ ȱ Inȱ theȱprocessǰȱ severalȱ
leadersȱofȱhistoricȱ timesȱareȱanalyzedȱasȱwellȱasȱ severalȱofȱmodernȱNativeȱ
Americanȱhistoryǯȱȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱThereȱareȱ someȱkeyȱ interestingȱquestionsȱ thatȱ canȱbeȱaskedȱ toȱyieldȱ
insightfulȱunderstandingȱaboutȱnativeȱ leadershipǯȱ ȱTheseȱquestionsȱareǱȱȱ
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ǻŗǯǼȱWhatȱ isȱ anȱ IndianȱLeaderǵȱ ȱ ǻŘǯǼȱDoesȱ Indianȱ leadershipȱdifferȱ fromȱ
mainstreamȱ leadershipǵȱ ȱ ǻřǯǼȱHowȱdoȱ tribalȱ leadersȱandȱ Indianȱ leadersȱ
differǵȱȱǻŚǯǼȱDoȱIndianȱmenȱandȱwomenȱleadȱdifferentlyǵȱȱǻśǯǼȱWhatȱareȱtheȱ
qualitiesȱofȱ Indianȱ leadersǵȱ ȱ ǻŜǯǼȱWhatȱ isȱ theȱ realityȱofȱ Indianȱ leadershipǵȱȱ
Theseȱquestionsȱwillȱbeȱ respondedȱ toȱwhileȱdescribingȱ theȱ conditionsȱ forȱ
thisȱleadershipȱasȱwellȱasȱtheȱindividualȱhistoricalȱcontextȱofȱtheȱleadersǯ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ Itȱ isȱ importantȱ toȱ establishȱaȱworkingȱdefinitionȱofȱ anȱ“Indianȱ leader”ȱ
forȱtheȱpurposeȱofȱdiscussionȱandȱanalysisǯȱȱWithȱthisȱpointȱinȱmindǰȱnativeȱ
leadersȱareȱmenȱandȱwomenǰȱ fullȬbloodȱandȱmixedȬbloodǰȱyoungȱandȱoldǰȱ
traditionalȱandȱmodernǰȱandȱtheyȱpossessȱcommonȱqualitiesǯȱȱTheȱdefinitionȱ
hereȱforȱanȱIndianȱleaderȱisȱtheȱfollowingǯ
ȱȱȱȱȱ“Anȱindigenousȱpersonȱwhoȱhasȱbeenȱcompelledȱtoȱleadȱinȱaȱsingleȱeventȱ
orȱ forȱ lifeǰȱ andȱwhoȱ leadsȱhisȱorȱherȱpeopleȱofȱ theȱ communityȱ toȱorȱ fromȱ
adversityȱforȱbettermentȱinȱlifeǯ”
ȱȱȱȱȱInȱadditionȱtoȱthisȱdefinitionȱofȱanȱAmericanȱIndianȱleaderǰȱitȱisȱimportantȱ
toȱunderstandȱ theȱpointȱofȱviewȱ fromȱ theȱ leaderȇsȱ cultureȱandȱhisȱorȱherȱ
tribalȱ setȱofȱvaluesǯȱ ȱThisȱ alsoȱmightȱbeȱ calledȱnativeȱethosȱ inȱhowȱ theȱ
leadersȱ“see”ȱtheȱworldǰȱissuesǰȱcausesǰȱandȱenvisionȱtheȱbigȱpictureȱofȱtheirȱ
concernsȱtoȱillustrateȱhowȱtheirȱlogicȱworksǯ
ȱȱȱȱȱNativeȱethosȱisȱbasedȱonȱfourȱpremisesȱthatȱgenerallyȱdefineȱhowȱIndianȱ
peopleȱ“see”ȱ theȱworldȱandȱtheȱuniverseǯȱ ȱ Itȱ isȱ fromȱthisȱculturalȱconstructȱ
thatȱ theirȱ tribeȱ interpretsȱ lifeȱ andȱ likelyȱ continuesȱ toȱ“see”ȱ thingsȱ inȱ theȱ
sameȱwayǰȱifȱtheȱpersonȱisȱcloseȱtoȱtheirȱtraditionsǯȱȱTheseȱpremisesȱareȱǻŗǯǼȱ
CircularȱThoughtǰȱǻŘǯǼȱPerspectiveȱofȱaȱNaturalȱDemocracyǰȱǻřǯǼȱPresenceȱofȱ
MetaphysicalǰȱandȱǻŚǯǼȱUnderstandingȱofȱRelationshipsǯŘ

ȱȱȱȱȱThisȱessayȱmaintainsȱthatȱnativeȱleadersȱwhoȱareȱcloseȱtoȱtheirȱtraditionsȱ
possessȱaȱ circularȱwayȱofȱ thinkingȱ thatȱ correlatesȱ toȱ theȱ rotationȱofȱ theȱ
seasonsǰȱ cyclesȱ ofȱdayȱ andȱnightǰȱmigrationȱpatternsȱ ofȱ animalsȱ andȱ
growingȱ seasonsȱofȱplantsȱ thatȱhaveȱ comeȱ toȱacutelyȱ influenceȱ theirȱwayȱ
ofȱ thinkingȱandȱ logicǯȱ ȱ Inȱ thisȱ regardǰȱnativeȱ leadersȱareȱ respectfulȱofȱ allȱ
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thingsǰȱ bothȱhumanȱandȱnonȬhumanȱ inȱwhatȱ canȱbeȱ calledȱaȱNaturalȱ
DemocracyǯȱȱInȱsumǰȱallȱthingsȱareȱacknowledgedȱtoȱexistǰȱevenȱtheȱspiritualȱ
orȱmetaphysicalǯȱȱTheȱrealityȱofȱthisȱnativismȱrecognizesȱtheȱpresenceȱofȱtheȱ
metaphysicalȱ inȱ tandemȱwithȱtheȱconstantȱphysicalȱrealityȱasȱoneǯȱ ȱFinallyǰȱ
itȱ isȱunderstoodȱ thatȱ“relationships”ȱ areȱ importantȱandȱ imperativeȱ forȱallȱ
thingsȱ inȱ thisȱdemocracyȱofȱ respectǯȱ ȱAllȱ thingsȱareȱ relatedȱ toȱ eachȱotherǰȱ
evenȱwhenȱtheyȱareȱincongruentlyȱopposedȱtoȱeachȱotherǯ
ȱȱȱȱȱThereȱareȱatȱleastȱthreeȱinterwovenȱfundamentalsȱthatȱhaveȱandȱcontinueȱ
toȱaffectȱ leadershipȱandȱpoliticsȱ throughoutȱ IndianȱCountryǯȱ ȱTheyȱalsoȱ
mightȱbeȱ calledȱelementsȱandȱareȱdependentȱuponȱeachȱotherǰȱ interactingȱ
withȱoneȱanotherȱasȱaȱpartȱofȱ theȱ tribalȱpoliticalȱ systemǯȱ ȱTheseȱ closelyȱ
relatedȱelementsȱareȱŗǯȱLeadershipǰȱŘǯȱCommunityǰȱandȱřǯȱPlaceǯ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱTheȱ sourceȱofȱ leadershipȱderivesȱ fromȱcommunityȱandȱplaceǯȱ ȱTheȱ
communityȱdecidesȱwhoȱtheȱleaderȱwillȱbeȱandȱtheȱleaderȱisȱonlyȱeffectiveȱasȱ
toȱtheȱdegreeȱthatȱheȱorȱsheȱisȱsupportedȱbyȱtheirȱpeopleǯȱȱFormerȱPrincipalȱ
ChiefȱofȱtheȱOklahomaȱCherokeesǰȱWilmaȱMankillerȱretiredȱinȱŗşşśǯȱȱSheȱledȱ
withȱ theȱsupportȱofȱherȱpeopleȱandȱkeptȱ thisȱ inȱmindȱwhileȱ realizingȱhowȱ
importantȱ thisȱwasǯȱ ȱ Sheȱ saidǰȱ“Iȱneverȱoverestimatedȱmyȱ importanceȱ toȱ
theȱCherokeeȱNationȱandȱalwaysȱfeltȱthatȱmyȱjobȱwasȱtoȱdoȱtheȱbestȱIȱcouldȱ
forȱaȱperiodȱofȱ timeȱandȱ thenȱpassȱ theȱbatonȱonȱ toȱothersȱ toȱ continueȱ theȱ
revitalizationȱofȱtheȱCherokeeȱNationǯȱȱIȱhaveȱalwaysȱlikeȱwhatȱitȱsaysȱinȱtheȱ
BibleȱaboutȱeverythingȱhavingȱaȱseasonǯȱȱMyȱseasonȱhereȱisȱcomeȱtoȱanȱendǯȱȱ
Iȱlookȱforwardȱtoȱcontinuingȱmyȱjourneyȱthroughȱtheȱcircleȱofȱlifeǯ”ř

ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱPlaceȱ isȱbothȱphysicalȱandȱabstractǯȱ ȱFromȱanȱoriginalȱphysicalȱstateȱofȱ
beingǰȱitȱbecomesȱaȱfixedȱsiteȱinȱtheȱmindȱofȱtheȱleaderǯȱȱPlaceȱisȱtheȱsourceȱ
ofȱpowerȱorȱ inspirationȱ thatȱaȱ leaderȱwillȱdrawȱstrengthǯȱ ȱDuringȱ theȱWarȱ
ofȱŗŞŗŘǰȱTecumsehȱofȱtheȱShawneesȱorganizedȱaȱlargeȱIndianȱarmyȱofȱmanyȱ
tribesȱwhileȱhisȱbrotherǰȱTenskwatawaǰȱ theȱShawneeȱProphetȱbecameȱ theȱ
spiritualȱguideȱforȱthisȱforceȱagainstȱtheȱAmericansǯȱȱNearȱtheȱProphetstownȱ
inȱIndianaǰȱtheȱProphetȱregularlyȱvisitedȱaȱshallowȱcaveȱtoȱprayȱandȱchantȱasȱ
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heȱcommunicatedȱwithȱhisȱdeityǰȱMonetoǯȱ ȱHeȱreceivedȱvisionsȱandȱpowerȱ
fromȱ theȱ spiritualȱworldǯȱ ȱThisȱ siteȱbecameȱknownȱasȱ theȱProphetȇsȱRockǰȱ
andȱitȱhasȱbecomeȱlegendaryȱtoȱtheȱlocalsȱinȱthatȱpartȱofȱIndianaǯȱȱTheȱstoryȱ
ofȱTecumsehȱandȱhisȱbrotherȱtheȱProphetȱisȱwellȱknownȱwhenȱearthquakesȱ
occurredȱwithȱshowersȱofȱshootingȱstarsǰȱtornadoesǰȱandȱanȱeclipseȱthatȱtheȱ
ProphetȱtookȱcreditȱforǯȱȱInȱthisȱculturalȱcontextǰȱtheȱProphetȱandȱotherȱsuchȱ
medicineȱleadersȱdependedȱonȱsupernaturalȱpowersȱtoȱassistȱthemǯ
ȱȱȱȱȱTheȱnativeȱleaderȱisȱalwaysȱinȱaȱprecariousȱpositionǯȱȱHeȱorȱsheȱbecomesȱ
aȱpointȱofȱfixtureȱinȱtheȱcommunityȱasȱpeopleȱdependedȱuponȱhimȱorȱherȱforȱ
strengthǯȱ ȱDrainedȱofȱphysicalȱandȱmentalȱstrengthǰȱtheȱleaderȱhadȱtoȱretreatȱ
toȱsomeȱfamiliarȱplaceǰȱperhapsȱaȱplaceȱofȱempowermentȱtoȱrestȱandȱreplenishȱ
theirȱenergyǯȱȱInȱsuchȱaȱplaceǰȱtheȱleaderȱwasȱsafeǰȱsecureȱandȱreȬenergizedǯ
ȱȱȱȱȱButǰȱfromȱwhatȱphysicalȱpositionȱdoesȱtheȱleaderȱleadȱfromȱinȱcorrelationȱtoȱ
hisȱorȱherȱcommunityǵȱȱThisȱquestionȱinspiresȱtheȱresponsesȱthatȱtheoreticallyȱ
theȱleaderȱcanȱleadȱfromȱthreeȱphysicalȱpositionsȱofȱ“Inside”ȱtheȱcommunityǰȱ
fromȱtheȱ“Edge”ȱofȱtheȱcommunityȱorȱ“Outside”ȱofȱtheȱcommunityǯȱȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ Itȱ isȱ likelyȱ thatȱmostȱnativeȱ leadersȱhaveȱ ledȱandȱoftenȱ leadȱ fromȱ theȱ
insideȱofȱ theirȱ communityȱorȱ tribeȱasȱ theyȱgaveȱanȱ impressiveȱ speechȱ
andȱ theȱpeopleȱ ralliedȱbehindȱ themȱ inȱ supportǯȱ ȱAȱ superbȱexampleȱ isȱ inȱ
Tecumsehȱwhoȱrenderedȱbrilliantȱoratoricalȱspeechesǯȱ ȱHeȱconvincedȱotherȱ
tribesȱ toȱ joinȱhisȱgrowingȱcampaignȱ toȱ formȱoneȱhugeȱarmyȱofȱwarriorsȱ toȱ
stopȱtheȱadvancementȱofȱwhiteȱsettlersȱintoȱtheȱOhioȱCountryǰȱtheȱhomelandȱ
ofȱtheȱShawneeȱandȱotherȱtribesǯȱȱTheseȱfollowingȱcompellingȱwordsȱareȱofȱ
TecumsehȱwhileȱpersuadingȱotherȱIndiansȱtoȱjoinȱhimǱ

ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ“ǯȱ ǯȱ ǯȱ Itȱ isȱ trueȱ IȱamȱShawneeǯȱ ȱMyȱ forefathersȱwereȱwarriorsǯȱ ȱTheirȱ sonȱ isȱaȱ
warriorǯȱȱFromȱthemȱIȱonlyȱtakeȱmyȱexistenceǲȱfromȱmyȱtribeȱIȱtakeȱnothingǯȱȱIȱamȱ
theȱmakerȱofȱmyȱownȱfortuneǲȱandȱohǷȱ ȱThatȱIȱcouldȱmakeȱthatȱofȱmyȱredȱpeopleǰȱ
andȱofȱmyȱcountryǰȱasȱgreatȱasȱ theȱconceptionsȱofȱmyȱmindǰȱwhenȱ Iȱ thinkȱofȱ theȱ
SpiritȱthatȱrulesȱtheȱuniverseǯȱȱIȱwouldȱnotȱthenȱcomeȱtoȱGovernorȱǽWilliamȱHenryǾȱ
HarrisonǰȱtoȱaskȱhimȱtoȱtearȱtheȱtreatyǰȱandȱtoȱobliterateȱtheȱlandmarkǲȱbutȱIȱwouldȱ
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sayȱtoȱhimǰȱSirǰȱyouȱhaveȱlibertyȱtoȱreturnȱtoȱyourȱownȱcountryǯȱȱTheȱbeingȱwithinǰȱ
communingȱwithȱpastȱagesǰȱtellsȱmeǰȱthatȱonceǰȱnorȱuntilȱlatelyǰȱthereȱwasȱnoȱwhiteȱ
manȱonȱthisȱcontinentǯȱȱThatȱitȱthenȱallȱbelongedȱtoȱredȱmenǰȱchildrenȱofȱtheȱsameȱ
parentsǰȱplacedȱonȱ itȱbyȱ theȱGreatȱSpiritȱ thatȱmadeȱ themǰȱ toȱkeepȱ itǰȱ toȱ traverseȱ
itǰȱ toȱenjoyȱ itsȱproductionsǰȱandȱ toȱ fillȱ itȱwithȱ theȱ sameȱraceǯȱ ȱOnceȱaȱhappyȱraceǯȱȱ
Sinceȱmadeȱmiserableȱbyȱ theȱwhiteȱpeopleǰȱwhoȱareȱneverȱcontendedǰȱbutȱalwaysȱ
encroachingǯȱȱTheȱwayǰȱandȱtheȱonlyȱwayȱtoȱcheckȱandȱstopȱthisȱevilǰȱisǰȱforȱallȱtheȱ
redȱmenȱ toȱuniteȱ inȱ claimingȱaȱ commonȱandȱequalȱ rightȱ inȱ theȱ landǰȱasȱ itȱwasȱatȱ
firstǰȱandȱshouldȱbeȱyetǲȱforȱitȱneverȱwasȱdividedǰȱbutȱbelongsȱtoȱallǰȱforȱtheȱuseȱofȱ
eachǯȱ ȱThatȱnoȱpartȱhasȱaȱrightȱ toȱsellǰȱevenȱ toȱeachȱotherǰȱmuchȱ lessȱ toȱstrangersǲȱ
thoseȱwhoȱwantȱallǰȱandȱwillȱnotȱdoȱwithȱlessǯȱ ȱTheȱwhiteȱpeopleȱhaveȱnoȱrightȱtoȱ
takeȱtheȱlandȱfromȱtheȱIndiansǰȱbecauseȱtheyȱhadȱitȱfirstǲȱitȱisȱtheirǯȱȱTheyȱmayȱsellǰȱ

butȱallȱmustȱjoinǯ”Ś

ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱTecumsehȇsȱoratoricalȱtalentȱisȱexemplifiedȱinȱotherȱnativeȱleadersǰȱbothȱ
historicȱandȱmodernǰȱwhoseȱpassionȬdrivenȱspeechesȱcreatedȱcharismaȱandȱ
magnetismȱ forȱothersȱ toȱ joinȱ themǯȱ ȱAtȱ theȱ sameȱ timeǰȱ aȱ charismaticȱdealsȱ
withȱtheȱglamourȱofȱaȱcampaignȱasȱwellȱasȱtheȱmundaneȱdailyȱactivitiesǯ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ Inȱaȱtribalȱgovernmentǰȱtheȱleaderȱisȱ inȱchargeȱofȱdailyȱoperationsȱwithȱ
otherȱ tribalȱofficialsȱ andȱ longȱagoǰȱheȱorȱ sheȱactuallyȱ ledȱwarriorsȱonȱ theȱ
battlefieldǯȱ ȱOverseeingǰȱdelegatingȱandȱgivingȱordersȱwasȱaȱpartȱofȱ theȱ
leaderȇsȱtasksȱandȱconvincingȱpeopleȱtoȱcarryȱthemȱoutǯ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱLeadingȱ fromȱ theȱEdgeȱofȱ theȱ communityȱorȱ tribeȱ isȱ anȱuncommonȱ
positionȱandȱCrazyȱHorseȱofȱ theȱLakotaȱwasȱ suchȱaȱ caseȱ exampleǯȱ ȱHisȱ
peopleȱoftenȱdidȱnotȱknowȱwhereȱheȱwasȱwhenȱheȱwasȱmakingȱ raidsȱonȱ
hisȱownǯȱ ȱTheȱLakotaȱ respectedȱCrazyȱhorseȱandȱ followedȱhisȱ leadershipǯȱȱ
AnotherȱsuchȱsituationȱwouldȱbeȱtheȱexampleȱofȱGeronimoȱwhoȱledȱbandsȱ
ofȱwarriorsǰȱincludingȱwomenȱandȱchildrenǰȱwhileȱotherȱbandsȱbothȱadmiredȱ
andȱcriticizedȱhimǯȱȱTheȱbandsȱrespectedȱhimȱandȱoftenȱjoinedȱhimǯ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ Leadingȱ fromȱ theȱOutsideȱpositionȱwasȱ aȱ commonȱ situationȱ andȱ
continuedȱtoȱbeȱwhenȱtribalȱleadersȱtraveledȱtoȱWashingtonȱorȱcouncilȱsitesȱ
toȱnegotiateȱtreatiesȱorȱrepresentȱtheirȱpeopleȇsȱinterestsǯȱȱTribalȱhistoriesȱareȱ
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filledȱwithȱaccountsȱofȱtribesȱsendingȱtheirȱ leadersȱtoȱWashingtonȱtoȱspeakȱ
toȱtheȱPresidentȱofȱtheȱUnitedȱStatesȱsuchȱasȱSaraȱWinnemucaȱofȱtheȱPaiutesȱ
inȱNevadaǰȱJohnȱRossȱofȱtheȱCherokeesǰȱIraȱHayesȱforȱtheȱPimasȱandȱmanyȱ
othersǯś

ȱȱȱȱȱInȱtheȱIndianȱworldǰȱthereȱareȱpolarȱoppositesȱwhichȱconstituteȱaȱnaturalȱ
dichotomyǯȱ ȱForȱ exampleǰȱ thereȱ isȱ aȱnaturalȱdichotomyȱofȱ IndianȬwhiteȱ
relationsȱ suchȱasȱ theȱexampleȱofȱ“usȱandȱ themǯ”ȱ ȱTheȱpolarȱoppositesȱ
representȱtheȱantithesisȱofȱeachȱotherȱsuchȱthatȱthereȱisȱlightȱandȱdarkǰȱgoodȱ
andȱevilǰȱmanȱandȱwomanǰȱhumanȱandȱnonȬhumanǯȱȱInȱthisȱthinkingǰȱsuchȱaȱ
dualityȱisȱleaderȱandȱcommunityȱorȱtribeǯȱ ȱTheoreticallyǰȱtheȱtwoȱoppositesȱ
mightȱbeȱbestȱ illustratedȱbyȱ twoȱcirclesȱandȱ theyȱhaveȱaȱ“sharedȱ space”ȱ
whenȱtheyȱoverlapȱorȱinteractǰȱcausingȱaȱ“sharedȱexperienceǯ”
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ Itȱ isȱ thisȱ interactionȱofȱ sharedȱexperienceȱ thatȱ resultsȱ inȱ conflictȱorȱ
reinforcementȱofȱbothȱ circlesȱofȱdifferencesǯȱ ȱ Inȱ thisȱprocessǰȱ somethingȱ
newȱdevelopsȱ suchȱasȱ effectiveȱ leadershipȱ inȱbattleȱorȱ representingȱoneȇsȱ
tribeȇsȱinterestsȱinȱaȱspeechȱbeforeȱtheȱUǯSǯȱCongressȱorȱinȱaȱcouncilȱmeetingǯȱȱ
Unfortunatelyǰȱ theȱmajorityȱofȱ recognizedȱ Indianȱ leadersȱhaveȱbeenȱ inȱ
warȱwithȱ theȱUnitedȱStatesȱwhereȱmoreȱ thanȱŗǰŜŖŖȱbattlesǰȱ skirmishesǰȱ
andȱwarsȱwereȱauthorizedȱbyȱ theȱUǯSǯȱGovernmentȱagainstȱ Indianȱpeopleǯȱȱ
Simultaneouslyȱmanyȱ Indianȱ leadersȱbecameȱnationallyȱ recognizedȱwhenȱ
theyȱhadȱaȱwhiteȱ counterpartȱ suchȱasȱSittingȱBullȱ andȱGeorgeȱArmstrongȱ
CusterǰȱOsceolaȱandȱThomasȱ Jesupǰȱ andȱChiefȱ JosephȱandȱOliverȱOtisȱ
HowardǯȱȱTheȱduoȱofȱopposingȱindividualsȱhasȱhelpedȱtoȱpromoteȱhistoricalȱ
interestsȱaboutȱ themȱasȱbothȱareȱ leadersȱofȱ forcesȱofȱwarriorsȱandȱsoldiersȱ
fightingȱagainstȱeachȱotherǯ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱOneȱnoteworthyȱpointȱ isȱ thatȱ asȱ Indianȱ leadersȱ cameȱ intoȱ contactȱ
increasinglyȱwithȱwhiteȱAmericansǰȱtheyȱbeganȱtoȱacquireȱmoreȱmainstreamȱ
skillsȱ andȱ learnȱ theȱwaysȱofȱ theȱwhiteȱmanǯȱ ȱThisȱ isȱ evidentȱ fromȱ theȱ
experiencesȱ thatȱnativeȱ leadersȱamongȱ theȱCherokeesȱhadȱ likeȱ JohnȱRossǰȱ
EliasȱBoudinotȱandȱStandȱWatieǯȱ ȱTheyȱwereȱeducatedȱ inȱeasternȱboardingȱ
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schoolsȱforȱAngloȬAmericansȱandȱusedȱtheirȱreadingȱandȱwritingȱtalentsȱinȱ
EnglishȱtoȱfightȱforȱtheirȱpeopleȱuntilȱtheyȱwereȱremovedȱtoȱIndianȱTerritoryȱ
ǻOklahomaǼȱinȱtheȱWestǯȱȱThisȱlistȱofȱIndianȱleadersȱeducatedȱinȱwhiteȱwaysȱ
goesȱonǰȱ includingȱElizabethȱWhiteȱofȱ theȱHopiǰȱCarlosȱMontezumaȱofȱ theȱ
YavapaiǰȱGertrudeȱBonninȱofȱtheȱLakotaǰȱandȱothersǯ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ InȱcloseȱproximityȱwithȱwhiteȱAmericansǰȱIndianȱleadersȱlearnedȱmanyȱ
ofȱtheȱwhiteȱwaysǰȱbutȱalsoȱretainedȱnativeȱwaysȱofȱ leadershipǯȱ ȱThisȱ leadsȱ
toȱ theȱquestionȱofȱ“Howȱdoesȱ Indianȱ leadershipȱdifferȱ fromȱmainstreamȱ
leadershipǵ”
ȱȱȱȱȱIndianȱleadershipȱandȱWhiteȱleadershipȱdifferedȱaccordingȱtoȱtheȱvaluesȱ
ofȱ eachȱ sideȱ inȱgeneralǯȱ ȱAmongȱNativeȱAmericansǰȱ theȱ followingȱvaluesȱ
wereȱgermaneȱtoȱtheȱpeopleȱinȱgeneralǯȱȱTheseȱareȱǻŗǯǼȱCommunalȱSupportǰȱ
ǻŘǯǼȱHolisticȱ andȱFutureȱorientationǰȱ ǻřǯǼȱTribalȦGroupȱValuesǰȱ ǻŚǯǼȱNaturalȱ
EnvironmentǰȱandȱǻśǯǼȱAllȱThingsȱbeingȱRelatedǯȱȱWhileȱgeneralizationsȱcanȱ
beȱexaggeratedǰȱitȱisȱsuggestedȱhereȱthatȱnativeȱleadersȱexhibitȱallȱofȱtheȱfiveȱ
aboveȱcharacteristicsǯȱȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱWhiteȱAmericanȱ leadersȱ seemedȱ toȱ beȱ ǻŗǯǼȱ Individualisticǰȱ ǻŘǯǼȱ
PoliticalȬFutureȱFocusedǰȱ ǻřǯǼȱHumanȱ toȱHumanȱFocusedǰȱ ǻŚǯǼȱBusinessȱ
EmphasisǰȱandȱǻśǯǼȱRelatedȱonlyȱtoȱMainstreamǯȱȱAgainǰȱwhileȱgeneralizationsȱ
canȱbeȱmisleadingǰȱ theseȱ fiveȱobservationsȱseemȱ inherentlyȱ relatedȱ toȱ theȱ
AmericanȱmainstreamȱandȱrunȱcounterȱtoȱtheȱstyleȱofȱIndianȱleadershipǯ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱHowȱ leadersȱwereȱ selectedȱ inȱnativeȱ communitiesȱ isȱ accordingȱ toȱ
traditionalȱ systematicȱwaysǯȱ ȱ Inȱ generalǰȱ anȱ analysisȱmightȱ presentȱ
theȱ followingȱ criteriaȱ ofȱ selectionȱwhichȱwouldȱ containȱ atȱ leastȱ fiveȱ
characteristicsǯȱ ȱTheyȱwereȱ ǻŗǯǼȱNativeȱEthosȱofȱEldersȇȱKnowledgeǰȱ ǻŘǯǼȱ
Intellectualǰȱ ǻřǯǼȱActivismȱandȱOrganizationǰȱ ǻŚǯǼȱExpressionȱofȱLeadershipȱ
andȱPresenceǰȱandȱǻśǯǼȱContributionsȱLeadingȱtoȱImpactǯȱȱAmongȱtheȱmanyȱ
indigenousȱ leadersǰȱ SittingȱBullȱofȱ theȱLakotaǰȱ exhibitedȱ theseȱ criteriaǯȱȱ
Raisedȱasȱaȱ traditionalistȱofȱhisȱpeopleǰȱheȱwasȱanȱ intelligentȱ individualȱ
whoȱactedȱaccordingȱtoȱhisȱwellȱorganizedȱplansǰȱsuchȱasȱhisȱengagementsȱ
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withȱtheȱUǯSǯȱMilitaryǯȱȱHisȱleadershipȱyieldedȱstatusȱamongȱhisȱpeopleȱthatȱ
overlappedȱwithȱhisȱ enemiesǰȱbothȱ IndianȱandȱnonȬIndiansǰȱ suchȱ thatȱheȱ
becameȱaȱrespectedȱcelebrityȱamongȱwhiteȱAmericansǯȱȱOverallǰȱhisȱactionsȱ
andȱ shapingȱofȱhistoryȱhaveȱenabledȱhimȱ toȱmakeȱaȱ significantȱ impactȱonȱ
theȱhistoryȱofȱAmericanȱIndiansȱasȱwellȱasȱonȱhisȱownȱpeopleȇsȱhistoryȱandȱ
howȱAmericaȱremembersȱhimǯ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ Inȱ examiningȱ Indianȱ leadershipǰȱ thereȱareȱ severalȱkindsȱorȱ categoriesǯȱȱ
Theȱkindsȱofȱ leadershipȱareǱȱ ǻŗǯǼȱLeadersȱ inȱWarȱandȱWarriorsǰȱ ǻŘǯǼȱNativeȱ
WomenȱLeadersǰȱ ǻřǯǼȱVisionariesǰȱMedicineȱMenȱandȱEldersǰȱ ǻŚǯǼȱAmericanȱ
IndianȱActivistsǰȱ ǻśǯǼȱNonȬIndianȱ IndianȱLeadersǰȱ ǻŜǯǼȱTribalȱLeadersȱandȱ
TribalȱChairmenǰȱǻŝǯǼȱNativeȱIntellectualȱLeadersǰȱandȱǻŞǯǼȱModernȱAmericanȱ
IndianȱLeadershipǯȱȱInȱtheȱbroadestȱwayȱofȱthinkingȱaboutȱnativeȱleadershipǰȱ
theseȱeightȱ categoriesȱprovideȱaȱ systematicȱmeansȱofȱ classifyingȱAmericanȱ
Indianȱ leadersǯȱ ȱ Itȱalsoȱ includesȱnonȬIndiansȱwhoȱhaveȱ takenȱupȱ Indianȱ
causesȱwhenȱnoȱ Indianȱpersonȱhasȱbeenȱavailableȱ suchȱasȱSenatorȱDanielȱ
InouyeȱandȱSenatorȱ JamesȱAbourezkǯȱ ȱBothȱcongressmenȱadvocatedȱ Indianȱ
SelfȬDeterminationȱtoȱhelpȱtheȱmodernȱdevelopmentȱofȱtribalȱgovernmentsȱasȱ
wellȱasȱintroducingȱotherȱlegislationȱthatȱhasȱbenefitedȱtheȱIndianȱpopulaceǯ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱEachȱ Indianȱ leaderȱhasȱ strengthsȱandȱweaknessesǯȱ ȱTheȱ followingȱ
isȱ anȱanalysisȱ forȱproducingȱaȱprofileȱofȱwhatȱ theȱ leadersȱmayȱhaveȱ inȱ
commonȱ toȱproveȱ theirȱ successȱasȱ leadersǯȱ ȱThisȱprofileȱofȱ leadershipȱ
includesǱȱ ǻŗǯǼȱVisionǰȱ ǻŘǯǼȱOratoryȱandȱ Inspiresȱothersǰȱ ǻřǯǼȱBigȱPictureǰȱ ǻŚǯǼȱ
Resourcefulnessǰȱ ǻśǯǼȱListensȱ toȱOthersǰȱ ǻŜǯǼȱCulturalȱKnowledgeǰȱ ǻŝǯǼȱTakesȱ
ActionǰȱǻŞǯǼȱIntelligenceǰȱǻşǯǼȱCommunityǰȱandȱǻŗŖǯǼȱPresenceǯ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱOneȱofȱ theȱgreatestȱ Indianȱ leadersȱ exhibitedȱalmostȱ allȱ ofȱ theseȱ tenȱ
characteristicsǯȱȱThatȱwasȱChiefȱJosephȱofȱtheȱNezȱPerceȱinȱhisȱeffortȱtoȱleadȱ
hisȱpeopleȱ fromȱdestructionȱonȱaȱŗǰśŖŖȱmileȱ journeyȱ thatȱ almostȱ endedȱ inȱ
safetyǯȱ ȱHeȱ triedȱ toȱ reachȱCanadaȱwhereȱhisȱpeopleȱwouldȱbeȱ inȱaȱ foreignȱ
landǯȱ ȱAȱ softȱ spokenȱpersonǰȱChiefȱ Josephȱgaveȱperhapsȱ theȱmostȱmovingȱ
speechȱinȱIndianȱhistoryȱwhenȱheȱeloquentlyȱspokeȱtheseȱwordsȱinȱtheȱfinalȱ
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surrenderȱofȱhisȱpeopleǯ

ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ“TellȱGeneralȱǽOliverȱOtisǾȱHowardȱIȱknowȱhisȱheartǯȱȱWhatȱheȱtoldȱmeȱbeforeȱ
IȱhaveȱinȱmyȱheartǯȱȱIȱamȱtiredȱofȱfightingǯȱȱOurȱchiefsȱareȱkilledǯȱȱLookingȱGlassȱisȱ
deadǯȱȱTheȱoldȱmenȱareȱallȱkilledǯȱȱItȱisȱtheȱyoungȱmenȱwhoȱsayȱyeaȱorȱnoǯȱȱHeȱwhoȱ
ledȱtheȱyoungȱmenȱisȱdeadǯȱȱItȱisȱcoldȱandȱweȱhaveȱnoȱblanketsǯȱȱTheȱlittleȱchildrenȱ
areȱ freezingȱ toȱdeathǯȱ ȱMyȱpeopleǰȱ someȱofȱ themǰȱhaveȱ runȱawayȱ toȱ theȱhillsȱandȱ
haveȱnoȱblanketsǰȱnoȱfoodǲȱnoȱoneȱknowsȱwhereȱtheyȱareǰȱperhapsȱfreezingȱtoȱdeathǯȱȱ
IȱwantȱtimeȱtoȱlookȱforȱmyȱchildrenȱandȱseeȱhowȱmanyȱofȱthemȱIȱcanȱfindǯȱȱMaybeȱ
IȱshallȱfindȱthemȱamongȱtheȱdeadǯȱȱHearȱmeǰȱmyȱchiefsǰȱIȱamȱtiredǲȱmyȱheartȱisȱsickȱ

andȱsadǯȱȱFromȱwhereȱtheȱsunȱnowȱstandsǰȱIȱwillȱfightȱnoȱmoreȱforeverǯ”Ŝ

ȱȱȱȱȱWhileȱtheȱvisionȱofȱJosephȱisȱvagueȱandȱlessȱrecognizedȱwhenȱcomparedȱ
toȱhisȱotherȱactionsǰȱhisȱoratoryȱinȱhisȱspeechȱaboveȱhasȱbeenȱrecognizedȱasȱ
mostȱlikelyȱtheȱgreatestȱoneȱinȱAmericanȱIndianȱhistoryȱthatȱevenȱimpressedȱ
hisȱ captorsȱwhenȱheȱ surrenderedȱhimselfȱ andȱhisȱpeopleȱ inȱorderȱ toȱ saveȱ
themȱduringȱ theȱ coldȱwintryȱdayȱonȱOctoberȱśǰȱ ŗŞŝŝǯȱ ȱChiefȱ Josephȱwasȱ
incrediblyȱ resourcefulȱ inȱ leadingȱhisȱpeopleȱ toȱ scoringȱ severalȱvictoriesȱ
againstȱtheȱUǯSǯȱMilitaryȱonȱhisȱextensiveȱtrekȱtowardsȱCanadaǯȱȱInȱdoingȱsoǰȱ
heȱeasilyȱrecognizedȱtheȱbigȱpictureȱthatȱaȱleaderȱmustȱdoȱwithȱhisȱmissionȱ
toȱsaveȱhisȱpeopleǯȱȱInȱadditionǰȱheȱwasȱaȱlistenerǰȱlearningȱaboutȱhisȱpeopleȇsȱ
cultureȱandȱhistoryȱ fromȱhisȱ fatherǰȱ theȱElderȱ Josephǯȱ ȱChiefȱ Josephȱwasȱ
intelligentȱ inȱapplyingȱ survivalȱ tacticsȱ againstȱ theȱUǯSǯȱ commandersȱandȱ
hisȱpeopleȱbelievedȱ inȱhimȱwithȱ theirȱ livesȱhangingȱ inȱ theȱbalanceǯȱ ȱ Inȱ theȱ
endǰȱChiefȱJosephȱhasȱaȱhistoricalȱpresenceȱthatȱisȱrespectfulȱacknowledgedȱ
amongȱIndianȱandȱnonȬIndianȱpeoplesǯ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱAsȱChiefȱ Josephȱexhibitedȱmanyȱ leadershipȱ characteristicsǰȱ anotherȱ
pertinentȱquestionȱarisesǯȱȱHowȱdoȱIndianȱmenȱandȱwomenȱleadȱdifferentlyǵȱȱ
Thisȱ isȱ anȱ importantȱquestionȱandȱ thereȱareȱdifferencesȱwithȱ twoȱ separateȱ
leadershipȱ stylesǯȱ ȱTheseȱdifferencesȱ includeǱȱ ǻŗǯǼȱMenȱareȱmoreȱeventȱ
orientedǰȱ ǻŘǯǼȱWomenȱareȱ familyȱorientedǰȱ ǻřǯǼȱWomenȱareȱmoreȱ inclusiveǰȱ
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andȱǻŚǯǼȱWomenȱaskȱmoreȱadviceǯȱ ȱOfȱtheȱhistoricȱpastǰȱSarahȱWinnemuccaȱ
representsȱ theseȱqualitiesȱ forȱnativeȱwomenȱ leadersȱwhenȱ sheȱwentȱ toȱ
Washingtonȱwithȱherȱ fatherȱ toȱadvocateȱ forȱherȱpeopleȱ toȱ theȱPresidentȱ
RutherfordȱBǯȱHayesǯȱȱListeningȱtoȱherȱfatherȇsȱwishesǰȱsheȱwasȱinclusiveȱofȱ
herȱpeopleȇsȱneedsǯȱ ȱ Inȱmodernȱ timesǰȱDrǯȱKarenȱGaytonȱSwisherǰȱ formerȱ
PresidentȱofȱHaskellȱ IndianȱNationsȱUniversityȱandȱStandingȱRockȱSiouxȱ
memberȱexhibitsȱ theȱ sameȱstyleȱofȱ leadershipǯȱ ȱAȱ listenerȱ toȱandȱseekerȱofȱ
adviceǰȱSwisherȱwasȱinclusiveȱofȱherȱconcernsȱforȱallȱofȱtheȱcollegeȱstudentsȱ
attendingȱHaskellȱwhileȱ sheȱwasȱaȱDeanȱandȱPresidentȱofȱ theȱUniversityǯȱȱ
Sheȱcontinuesȱtoȱbeȱthisȱwayǯ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱWhileȱ leadershipȱcasesȱofȱWinnemuccaȱandȱSwisherȱalsoȱrepresentȱ theȱ
“internal”ȱpoliticsȱofȱ Indianȱ leadershipǰȱ thereȱhaveȱbeenȱproblemsȱandȱ
factionsȱwithinȱIndianȱcommunitiesȱfromȱthenȱtoȱtheȱpresentǯȱȱFactionalismȱ
isȱ constantǯȱ ȱThisȱ factȱbegsȱ theȱquestionȱofȱwhoȱdoȱpeopleȱ followȱwhenȱ
givenȱtheȱchoiceȱofȱmoreȱthanȱoneȱleaderǵȱȱOneȱnotedȱsituationȱinȱhistoryȱtoȱ
illustrateȱ thisȱparticularȱpointȱ isȱ theȱdivisionȱ createdȱamongȱ theȱSaukȱandȱ
FoxȱinȱtheirȱwarȱwithȱtheȱUnitedȱStatesȱinȱŗŞřŘǯ
ȱȱȱȱȱWhoȱisȱtheȱtrueȱpatriotǵȱȱ“WhoȱwouldȱyouȱjoinǰȱBlackȱHawkȱinȱfightingȱ
toȱ theȱdeathȱ forȱyourȱhomelandȱorȱKeokukȱonȱ theȱ trailȱofȱ tearsȱ toȱKansasȱ
andȱOklahomaǵ”ȱȱOnȱaȱpersonalȱnoteǰȱIȱhaveȱalwaysȱaskedȱthisȱquestionȱinȱ
myȱIndianȱhistoryȱsurveyȱclassesȱoverȱtheȱyearsȱandȱeveryȱtimeǰȱalmostȱallȱ
ofȱmyȱstudentsȱwillȱ sideȱwithȱBlackȱHawkȱinȱ theirȱchoiceȱ toȱ fightȱ forȱ theirȱ
homelandȱandȱriskȱlosingȱtheirȱlivesȱinȱbattleǯ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱTheȱSaukȱandȱFoxȱwereȱpeopleȱofȱ theȱwesternȱIllinoisȱareaǯȱ ȱKnownȱasȱ
peopleȱofȱ theȱ“YellowȱEarthǰ”ȱ theȱSaukȱnumberȱaboutȱŗǰŘŖŖȱpeopleǯȱ ȱTheyȱ
wereȱpatrilinealȱ inȱ theirȱ societyȱandȱ theirȱ clansȱ includedȱbaldȱeagleǰȱbearǰȱ
bearȱpotatoǰȱblackȱbassǰȱdeerǰȱgreatȱ lakeǰȱpantherǰȱ ringedȱperchǰȱ sturgeonǰȱ
swanǰȱthunderǰȱandȱwolfǯ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ Inȱtheȱearlyȱyearsǰȱ theȱFoxȱpeopleȱwhoȱareȱalsoȱcalledȱMesquakieȱwereȱ
numerousǯȱȱTheirȱpopulationȱhasȱbeenȱestimatedȱatȱŗǰŜŖŖȱpeopleǯȱȱKnownȱasȱ
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theȱ“RedȱEarth”ȱpeopleǰȱtheȱFoxȱwereȱoriginallyȱdistinctȱfromȱtheȱSaukǯȱȱTheȱ
FoxȱhadȱBlackȱandȱWhiteȱdivisionsȱorȱmoietiesǯȱ ȱTheyȱalsoȱhadȱpatrilinealȱ
clansȱ consistingȱofȱ theȱbearǰȱ foxǰȱwolfǰȱ swanǰȱpartridgeǰȱ thunderǰȱ elkȱandȱ
blackȱbassǯȱ ȱ InȱŗŝŗŘȱandȱŗŝŘŞǰȱ theȱFoxȱpeopleȱwagedȱtheȱFoxȱWarsȱagainstȱ
theȱFrenchǯȱ ȱAtȱvariousȱ timesǰȱ theyȱalsoȱwentȱ toȱwarȱagainstȱ theȱDakotaǰȱ
ChippewaǰȱOttawaǰȱPotawatomiǰȱandȱWyandotǯȱȱTheȱalliesȱtoȱtheȱFoxȱpeopleȱ
wereȱtheȱWinnebagoǰȱKickapooǰȱandȱMascoutenǯ
ȱȱȱȱȱBlackȱHawkȱwasȱaȱmemberȱofȱtheȱThunderȱclanǰȱ“ThoseȱAboveǰ”ȱwhichȱ
suppliedȱwarriorsǰȱbutȱnotȱofficialȱ leadershipȱ forȱ theȱSaukǰȱmuchȱ lessȱ thanȱ
theȱFoxǯȱ ȱBlackȱHawkȇsȱwarriorsȱwereȱmostlyȱofȱ theȱThunderǰȱEagleǰȱBearȱ
andȱGrouseȱ clansǯȱ ȱOnlyȱhighlyȱ respectedȱmenȱofȱ theȱFoxǰȱSturgeonȱandȱ
TroutȱclansȱcouldȱbecomeȱleaderȱofȱtheȱtribeǯȱȱKeokukȱwasȱofȱtheȱFoxȱtribeǰȱ
andȱhisȱnameȱmeantǰȱ“HeȱWhoȱMovesȱAboutǯ”ȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱKeokukȱbelongedȱ toȱ theȱFoxȱ clanǯȱ ȱAboutȱ twoȬthirdsȱofȱKeokukȇsȱ
supportersȱ cameȱ fromȱhisȱ clanȱ ǻFoxǼǰȱTroutǰȱ andȱSturgeonǯȱ ȱThisȱwasȱ
importantȱbecauseȱhisȱ supportersȱ cameȱ fromȱhigherȱ clansȱ thanȱBlackȱ
Hawkȇsȱsupportersǯȱ ȱKeokukȱwasȱ tenȱyearsȱyoungerǰȱbornȱaboutȱŗŝŞŖǰȱandȱ
heȱpossessedȱblueȬgrayȱeyesȱdueȱtoȱhisȱpartȱFrenchȬCanadianȱbloodǯ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱTheȱprimaryȱ treatiesȱaffectingȱ theȱSaukȱandȱFoxȱ includedȱ theȱTreatyȱ
ofȱŗŞŖŚǯȱ ȱ Inȱ thisȱagreementǰȱ theȱ twoȱ tribesȱagreedȱ toȱcedeȱSaukenukȱ ǻRockȱ
IslandǼȱlocatedȱinȱtheȱMississippiȱRiverǰȱnearȱtheȱwesternȱedgeȱofȱIllinoisǯ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱTheȱnextȱmajorȱagreementȱwasȱtheȱTreatyȱofȱPrairieȱduȱChienȱthatȱwasȱ
signedȱ inȱŗŞŘśǯȱ ȱThisȱ actȱ ledȱ toȱ furtherȱ landȱcessionsȱandȱ removalȱofȱ theȱ
SaukȱandȱFoxȱ fromȱ theirȱhomelandsȱ inȱwesternȱ Illinoisȱ calledȱSaukenukǯȱȱ
Toȱ compoundȱ thisȱdifficultȱ situationǰȱ inȱ ŗŞřŖȱ theȱ IndianȱRemovalȱActȱwasȱ
passedȱbyȱCongressȱandȱ itȱhadȱaȱdevastatingȱonȱallȱ Indiansȱ livingȱeastȱofȱ
theȱMississippiȱRiverǯŝȱ ȱ Inȱ theȱ followingȱmonthsǰȱBlackȱHawkȱ ralliedȱanȱ
impressiveȱfollowingȱofȱtheȱSaukȱandȱFoxȱtoȱfightȱforȱtheirȱhomelandsȱandȱ
returnȱtoȱSaukenukǯ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱOnȱAprilȱśǰȱŗŞřŘǰȱ theȱBattleȱofȱStillmanȇsȱRunȱoccurredȱwithȱsurprisingȱ
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resultsǯȱOnȱtheȱbattlefieldǰȱGeneralȱHǯȱAtkinsonȱandȱCaptainȱIsiahȱStillmanȱ
withȱŝŖŖȱmenȱwereȱdefeatedȱbyȱBlackȱHawkȱandȱanȱestimatedȱśŖŖȱIndiansǯȱȱ
OnȱJulyȱŘŗǰȱŗŞřŘǰȱtheȱBattleȱofȱWisconsinȱhappenedȱwithȱvictoryȱforȱtheȱIndiansǯȱȱ
ColonelȱHenryȱDodgeȱandȱGeneralȱJamesȱHenryȱwereȱdefeatedȱinȱthisȱconflictǯ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱFinallyǰȱ theȱBattleȱofȱBadȱAxeȱRiverȱoccurredȱonȱAugustȱŘǰȱŗŞřŘǯȱ ȱThisȱ
mainȱ incidentȱ culminatedȱ inȱŗśȱweeksȱofȱ attackȱandȱ resultedȱ inȱdeathsȱofȱ
śŖȱsettlersȱandȱsoldiersǯȱȱInȱthreeȱhoursǰȱsoldiersȱkilledȱŗśŖȱSauksȱandȱmanyȱ
drownedǯȱ ȱUnfortunatelyȱ forȱ theȱSaukȱandȱFoxǰȱ theȱWinnebagoȱwouldȱnotȱ
helpȱ themȱ fightȱ theȱ soldiersǯȱ ȱConsiderableȱSaukȱandȱFoxȱ landȱcessionsȱ
followedȱtheirȱdefeatȱinȱwarǯȱȱNineȱofȱfifteenȱtreatiesȱfromȱŗŞŖŚȱtoȱŗŞŜŝȱwereȱ
signedȱbyȱtheȱSaukȱandȱFoxǰȱandȱincludedȱtheȱsignatureȱofȱKeokukǯŞ

ȱȱȱȱȱWhileȱsurvivalȱwasȱkeyȱtoȱtheȱremainingȱSaukȱandȱFoxǰȱaȱgoodȱmanyȱofȱ
theirȱpeopleȱchoseȱtoȱfollowȱBlackȱHawkȱintoȱwarȱandȱriskȱtheirȱlivesȱforȱaȱ
chanceȱtoȱreturnȱtoȱtheirȱhomelandǯȱȱSuchȱaȱcostȱwouldȱseemȱhighǰȱbutȱthisȱ
nativeȱpatriotismȱshouldȱnotȱbeȱunderestimatedȱwhenȱeachȱregionȱofȱIndianȱ
Countryȱ inȱ theȱ followingȱdecadesȱofȱ theȱnineteenthȱ centuryȱwitnessedȱ
Indiansȱ fightingȱ forȱ theȱ sameȱcauseǯȱ ȱUltimatelyǰȱ theȱ infamousȱWoundedȱ
KneeȱMassacreȱandȱ theȱ lessȱknownȱCrazyȱSnakeȱWarȱ involvingȱCreekȱ
resistanceȱtoȱforcedȱlandȱallotmentsȱclosedȱtheȱeraȱofȱIndianȱWarsǯȱȱInȱtheseȱ
historicȱtimesǰȱitȱshouldȱbeȱnotedȱthatȱIndianȱleadershipȱwasȱactuallyȱtribalȱ
leadershipȱwhereȱnativeȱ leadersȱ ledȱtheirȱpeoplesȱ toȱsaveȱtheirȱhomelandsǯȱȱ
Inȱmodernȱ Indianȱhistoryȱofȱ theȱ twentiethȱ centuryǰȱ thisȱwouldȱ changeȱ
asȱnationalȱ Indianȱorganizationsȱemergedȱandȱnativeȱ leadersȱ ledȱ themǰȱ
withoutȱtribalȱissuesȱbeingȱmostȱimportantǯȱȱThisȱledȱtoȱtwoȱdistinctȱkindsȱofȱ
leadershipȬtribalȱleadershipȱandȱIndianȱleadershipǯ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱHowȱdoȱ Indianȱ leadersȱandȱ tribalȱ leadersȱ leadȱdifferentlyǵȱ ȱThisȱ isȱ
anȱ importantȱquestionȱ forȱunderstandingȱalsoȱ theȱdifferencesȱbetweenȱ
tribalȱ leadersȱofȱ theȱpastȱ inȱ comparisonȱ toȱ Indianȱ leadersȱ inȱmodernȱ
Indianȱhistoryǯȱ ȱTheseȱdifferencesȱareǱȱ ǻŗǯǼȱTribalȱ leadersȱhaveȱ communityȱ
supportǰȱǻŘǯǼȱIndianȱleadersȱfunctionȱinȱmainstreamǰȱǻřǯǼȱTribalȱidentitiesȱareȱ
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dissolvedǰȱǻŚǯǼȱTribalȱleadersȱareȱwithinȱandȱexternalǰȱandȱǻśǯǼȱIndianȱleadersȱ
areȱmostlyȱexternalǯ
ȱȱȱȱȱTheȱtwentiethȱcenturyȱrecordedȱtheȱdevelopmentȱofȱtwoȱkindsȱofȱnativeȱ
leadershipǰȱ althoughȱ tribalȱ leadershipȱhasȱ continuedȱevenȱ toȱ theȱpresentǯȱȱ
Tribalȱ leadersȱmustȱ retainȱ communityȱ supportȱ thatȱmeansȱ theȱ supportȱ
ofȱ theirȱ tribeǯȱ ȱWilmaȱMankillerȱ commentsȱonȱ theȱ importanceȱofȱ theseȱ
objectivesȱandȱPeterȱMacDonaldȱ lostȱ communityȱ supportȱwhenȱheȱwasȱ
defeatedȱforȱreȬelectionȱbyȱPetersonȱZahǰȱanotherȱNavajoȱcandidateȱforȱtribalȱ
chairmanǯȱ ȱHoweverǰȱ Indianȱorganizationsȱ thatȱemergedȱ inȱ theȱ twentiethȱ
centuryȱcalledȱforȱsuchȱindividualsȱlikeȱPeterȱMacDonaldȱtoȱbecomeȱtheȱheadȱ
ofȱ theȱBoardȱofȱDirectorsȱofȱ theȱorganizationȱcalledȱ theȱCouncilȱofȱEnergyȱ
ResourceȱTribesȱ ǻCERTǼȱ inȱŗşŝśǯȱ ȱTheȱmostȱ importantȱ interestȱwasȱ thatȱofȱ
theȱorganizationȱprotectingȱ theȱnaturalȱ resourcesȱofȱ theȱ ŘśȬmemberȱ tribesǯȱȱ
Thereȱwereȱotherȱnationalȱ Indianȱorganizationsȱ likeȱ theȱNationalȱCongressȱ
ofȱAmericanȱIndiansȱǻNCAIǼȱformedȱinȱŗşŚŚǰȱNationalȱIndianȱYouthȱCouncilȱ
ǻNIYCǼȱ formedȱ inȱŗşŜŖǰȱAmericanȱ IndianȱMovementȱ ǻAIMǼȱ formedȱ inȱŗşŜŞǰȱ
andȱNationalȱTribalȱChairmenȇsȱAssociationȱǻNTCAǼȱformedȱinȱŗşŝŘǯ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱMembersȱ ofȱNIYCȱ andȱAIMȱ foundȱ themselvesȱ soonȱ identifyingȱ
increasinglyȱmoreȱwithȱtheirȱnationalȱorganizationȱratherȱthanȱtheirȱtribesȱasȱ
tribalȱidentitiesȱbeganȱtoȱdissolveȱandȱyoungȱIndianȱpeopleȱbeganȱtoȱforgetȱ
tribalȱtraditionsǰȱlanguagesȱandȱtribalȱvaluesȱasȱtheyȱbecameȱurbanizedȱandȱ
educatedȱinȱwhiteȱschoolsǯ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱTheȱoverallȱdifferenceȱbetweenȱtribalȱ leadersȱandȱIndianȱleadersȱisȱthatȱ
theȱ formerȱ ledȱ internallyȱ fromȱwithinȱ theirȱ tribalȱ communitiesȱandȱ Indianȱ
leadersȱ ledȱorganizationȱ inȱexternalȱ leadershipȱ toȱ theȱoutsideȱworldȱorȱ
Americanȱmainstreamǯ
ȱȱ ȱ ȱ ȱModernȱtribalȱleadersȱareȱmanyǰȱbutȱcertainȱonesȱareȱanalyzedȱhereȱforȱ
theirȱ characteristicsǰȱ leadershipȱ stylesȱandȱ impactȱonȱAmericanȱ Indianȱ
historyǯȱ ȱTheyȱareȱPeterȱMacDonaldǰȱClaudȱCoxǰȱWilmaȱMankillerǰȱ andȱ
PhillipȱMartinǯ
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PeterȱMacDonaldȱofȱtheȱNavajos

ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱPeterȱMacDonaldȱroseȱtoȱbecomeȱamongȱtheȱfirstȱmodernȱtribalȱleadersȱ
inȱ theȱ twentiethȱ centuryǯȱOutsideȱnearȱaȱplaceȱ calledȱTeecȱNosȱPosȱonȱ theȱ
NavajoȱReservationǰȱPeterȱMacDonaldȱwasȱbornȱintoȱtheȱHaskonhazohiȱandȱ
Betaniȱclansǯş

ȱȱȱȱȱPeterȱMacDonaldȱwouldȱfaceȱmanyȱtestsȱinȱhisȱlifeǰȱbeginningȱasȱearlyȱasȱ
ageȱtwoȱwhenȱhisȱfatherȱdiedǯŗŖȱȱHisȱfamilyȱherdedȱsheepǰȱandȱtheȱdeathȱofȱ
hisȱfatherȱforcedȱPeterȱtoȱdropȱoutȱofȱschoolȱafterȱtheȱseventhȱgradeȱtoȱtakeȱ
careȱofȱtheȱfamilyȇsȱherdǯŗŗȱȱMacDonaldȱwritesȱinȱhisȱautobiographyǰȱ“Whenȱ
Iȱwasȱ twoȱyearsȱoldǰȱmyȱ fatherȱwasȱ crushedȱbyȱaȱhorseǯȱ ȱGivenȱ theȱyearȱ
whenȱ thisȱoccurredȱandȱ theȱextensivenessȱofȱ theȱ injuriesǰȱ Iȱdoubtȱ thatȱheȱ
couldȱhaveȱrecoveredȱnoȱmatterȱwhatȱtreatmentȱheȱreceivedǯȱȱWhateverȱtheȱ
factsȱofȱhisȱconditionǰȱheȱwasȱtooȱfarȱfromȱanyȱhospitalȱtoȱbeȱtakenȱforȱhelpȱ
beforeȱheȱdiedǯ”ŗŘ

ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱAsȱaȱ teenagerǰȱMacDonaldȱwentȱ intoȱ theȱUǯSǯȱMarineȱCorpsȱduringȱ
WorldȱWarȱ IIȱ asȱ aȱNavajoȱ codeȱ talkerǯȱ ȱAfterwardsǰȱheȱattendedȱBaconeȱ
JuniorȱCollegeȱ inȱOklahomaȱandȱgraduatedȱasȱanȱelectricalȱ engineerȱ fromȱ
theȱUniversityȱofȱOklahomaǯȱ ȱFollowingȱsomeȱyearsȱ inȱ theȱbusinessȱworldȱ
asȱanȱengineerǰȱheȱwentȱ toȱworkȱ forȱ theȱNavajoȱ tribeȱandȱbecameȱ tribalȱ
chairmanȱwhenȱheȱwasȱelectedȱbyȱhisȱpeopleǯ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱUnderȱhisȱ leadershipǰȱPeterȱMacDonaldȱhelpedȱ toȱusherȱ inȱaȱnewȱeraȱ
ofȱ IndianȱSelfȬDeterminationȱ thatȱbecameȱ theȱprevailingȱ federalȱ Indianȱ
policyǯȱ ȱAsȱ theȱ tribalȱ chairmanȱofȱ theȱ largestȱ tribeȱandȱ largestȱ reservationǰȱ
MacDonaldȱsetȱaȱ fineȱexampleȱofȱ tribalȱdevelopmentȱ forȱ theȱrestȱofȱ Indianȱ
Countryǯȱ ȱInȱtheȱprocessǰȱheȱnavigatedȱhisȱwayȱthroughȱtheȱfactionalismȱofȱ
tribalȱpoliticsȱinȱleadingȱhisȱpeopleȱintoȱmodernȱIndianȱhistoryǯ

ClaudȱCoxȱofȱtheȱOklahomaȱCreeks
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ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ Inȱŗşŝŗȱ theȱMuscogeeȱCreeksȱheldȱ theirȱ firstȱ“official”ȱ electionȱ forȱ theȱ
PrincipalȱChiefȱ ǻsinceȱ theȱTribeȱvotedȱPleasantȱPorterȱ toȱbeȱChiefȱ inȱŗşŖřǼǯȱȱ
ChiefȱClaudȱCoxȱ startedȱhisȱ firstȱ fourȬyearȱ termȱ inȱhumbleȱ surroundingsȱ
andȱhadȱnoȱofficialȱofficeȱ toȱworkȱinǯȱ ȱHisȱadministrativeȱstaffȱconsistedȱofȱ
himselfȱ andȱaȱpartȬtimeȱ secretaryȱwithȱbothȱofȱ themȱworkingȱoutȱofȱ theirȱ
ownȱhomesǯȱ ȱTribalȱpropertyȱhadȱbeenȱacquiredȱbyȱpreviousȱChiefȱDodeȱ
McIntoshȱforȱtheȱconstructionȱofȱaȱtribalȱcomplexǰȱbutȱnothingȱelseȱhadȱbeenȱ
doneȱuntilȱsufficientȱfundingȱcouldȱbeȱprocuredǯ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱConstructionȱ forȱ aȱ newȱ capitolȱ complexȱ beganȱonȱ theȱnorthsideȱ
ofȱOkmulgeeȱ inȱOklahomaȱ andȱwithinȱ theȱ nextȱ fewȱyearsǰȱ theȱCoxȱ
administrationȱ flourishedȱ intoȱ aȱ growingȱ bureaucracyǯȱ ȱ ChiefȱCoxȱ
envisionedȱaȱ tribalȱ complexȱ thatȱwouldȱ serveȱ theȱentireȱMuscogeeȱCreekȱ
Nationȱ andȱheȱ believedȱ theȱCreekȱTribeȱ couldȱ assumeȱ aȱ leadershipȱ
roleȱ amongȱ allȱ tribesǯȱ ȱ Theȱ newlyȱ completedȱ complexȱ includedȱ theȱ
Tribesȇȱ administrativeȱofficesǰȱ theȱBureauȱofȱ IndianȱAffairsǰȱHousingȱ
Authorityǰȱ IndianȱHealthȱServiceȱofficesȱwithȱaȱdentalȱhealthȱclinicȱandȱanȱ
EnvironmentalȱHealthȱOfficeǯȱ ȱ InȱOctoberȱŗşŝśǰȱ theȱMuscogeeȱCreeksȱheldȱ
aȱdedicationȱceremonyȱforȱ theȱ tribalȱcomplexǯȱ ȱTheseȱactivitiesȱmarkedȱtheȱ
mostȱprogressiveȱpartȱofȱmodernȱCreekȱhistoryȱ thatȱ theȱCreekȱTribeȱhadȱ
everȱknownǯ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ LikeȱMacDonaldǰȱCoxȱ learnedȱ toȱpersevereǯȱ ȱ Factionalismȱwasȱ aȱ
problemȱ forȱhimȱasȱwellȱ andȱheȱkeptȱworkingȱ towardsȱ theȱbigȱpictureȱofȱ
selfȬdeterminationȱforȱtheȱMuscogeeȱCreekȱNationǯȱȱByȱtraditionǰȱtheȱCreekȱ
peopleȱhaveȱ communitiesȱ spreadȱ throughoutȱ theirȱpartȱofȱOklahomaǯȱȱ
LikeȱMacDonaldǰȱCoxȱhadȱ toȱ earnȱ communalȱ supportȱ andȱ sustainȱ itȱ
whileȱ representingȱhisȱpeopleȇsȱ interestsȱ toȱ theȱ federalȱ governmentǯȱȱ
Coxȱwasȱaȱ segueȱ fromȱ traditionȱ toȱmodernityǯȱ ȱAdoptingȱmanyȱofȱ theȱ
mainstreamȱwaysǰȱheȱenabledȱ theȱCreekȱ tribeȱ toȱgrowȱ inȱbusinessȱandȱ inȱ
selfȬgovernanceǯ
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WilmaȱMankillerȱofȱtheȱOklahomaȱCherokees

ȱȱȱȱȱInȱŗşŚśǰȱWilmaȱMankillerȱwasȱbornȱatȱtheȱIndianȱHealthȱServiceȱhospitalȱ
inȱTahlequahǰȱOklahomaǯȱ ȱHerȱ familyȱ livedȱ inȱ ruralȱpovertyȱ inȱAdairȱ
CountyǯȱȱSheȱwasȱoneȱofȱelevenȱchildrenǯȱȱHerȱfatherȇsȱlimitedȱemploymentȱ
forcedȱ theȱ familyȱ toȱmoveȱ toȱCaliforniaȱviaȱ theȱ federalȱ relocationȱprogramȱ
forȱAmericanȱIndiansȱduringȱŗşśŘȱtoȱŗşŝŘǯŗř

ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ Sheȱwasȱ theȱ firstȱwomanȱelectedȱPrincipalȱChiefȱofȱ theȱCherokeeȱ
NationǯȱAsȱ chiefǰȱMankillerȱ hasȱ broughtȱ aboutȱmajorȱ economicȱ andȱ
socialȱ improvementsȱ forȱherȱ tribeǰȱ includingȱbetterȱhealthȱ careǰȱ economicȱ
developmentȱandȱeducationǯȱȱInȱMankillerȇsȱwordsǱ

ȱȱȱȱȱ“WithinȱonlyȱaȱfewȱyearsȱǽearlyȱŗşŞŖsǾǰȱIȱwouldȱbecameȱfirstȱofȱallȱdeputyȱchiefȱ
andȱthenȱprincipalȱchiefȱofȱtheȱCherokeeȱNationǯȱȱThatȱvisionȱofȱtheȱspiritualȱLeaderȱ
wouldȱcomeȱ trueǯȱ ȱButȱnoneȱofȱ thatȱwouldȱhaveȱhappenedȱ ifȱ itȱhadȱnotȱbeenȱ forȱ
theȱordealsȱIȱhadȱsurvivedȱinȱtheȱfirstȱplaceǯȱ ȱAfterȱthatǰȱIȱrealizedȱIȱcouldȱsurviveȱ
anythingǯȱȱIȱhadȱfacedȱadversityȱandȱturnedȱitȱintoȱaȱpositiveȱexperienceȬaȱbetterȱ

pathǯȱȱIȱhadȱfoundȱtheȱwayȱtoȱbeȱofȱgoodȱmindǯ”ŗŚ

ȱȱȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱMankillerȱ isȱmuchȱ theȱ traditionalistȱnativeȱwomanȱ leaderȱ likeȱSarahȱ
WinnemuccaȱandȱKarenȱGaytonȱSwisherǯȱȱInclusiveȱinȱheartȱandȱpassionateǰȱ
sheȱ isȱ“cause”ȱdrivenȱ toȱworkȱ forȱherȱpeopleǯȱ ȱAsȱ theȱPrincipalȱChiefǰȱ sheȱ
didȱwhatȱherȱpeopleȱwantedȱandȱ sawȱherselfȱ asȱ aȱpartȱofȱ theȱCherokeesǯȱȱ
Sheȱdidȱnotȱplaceȱherselfȱ aboveȱ theȱothersǯȱ ȱPerhapsȱMankillerȇsȱgreatestȱ
singleȱachievementȱwasȱbringingȱnationalȱ attentionȱ toȱnativeȱwomenȱasȱ
leadersǯȱ ȱAsȱ sheȱ traveledȱ toȱgiveȱ speechesǰȱnativeȱandȱnonȬnativeȱyoungȱ
womenȱlearnedȱaboutȱtheȱnativeȱwomanȇsȱvoiceȱthatȱneededȱtoȱbeȱheardǯȱȱInȱ
additionǰȱMankillerȱbroughtȱ“presence”ȱtoȱnativeȱwomenȱinȱtribalȱgovernmentsǰȱ
especiallyȱwhenȱsheȱearnedȱaȱWhiteȱHouseȱ invitationȱfromȱPresidentȱBillȱ
ClintonǯȱȱMankillerȱcontinuesȱtoȱtravelȱandȱgiveȱinspiringȱspeechesǯ
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PhillipȱMartinȱofȱtheȱMississippiȱChoctaws

ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ PhillipȱMartinȱwasȱ bornȱ inȱTuckerǰȱMississippiȱ onȱ theȱChoctawȱ
Reservationȱ inȱ ŗşŘŜǯȱ ȱ Impoverishedǰȱ hisȱ familyȱwasȱ likeȱmostȱ poorȱ
ChoctawsǯȱȱPhillipȱwasȱtheȱthirdȱofȱsixȱchildrenǯȱȱTheȱMartinsȱwereȱCatholicȱ
andȱattendedȱ theȱCatholicȱ churchȱ inȱTuckerǯȱ ȱ InȱŗşřŝǰȱPhillipȇsȱ fatherȱwasȱ
killedȱbyȱaȱdriverȱofȱaȱcarǯȱ ȱPhillipȱwasȱelevenȱyearsȱoldȱatȱ thatȱ timeǯȱ ȱTheȱ
familyȱ struggledȱduringȱ theȱDepressionȱ likeȱ everyoneȱelseǯȱ“Everybodyȱ
wasȱpoorȱinȱthoseȱdaysǯȱȱTheȱChoctawsȱwereȱaȱbitȱworseǰ”ȱsaidȱMartinǯȱȱHeȱ
recalledȱcuttingȱpulpwoodǰȱherdingȱcowsȱandȱchoppingȱcottonȱforȱśŖȱcentsȱ
perȱŗŖŖȱpoundsǯȱChoctawȱhomesȱhadȱnoȱwindowsǰȱ electricityȱorȱ runningȱ
waterǯȱ ȱMississippiȱwhitesȱ treatedȱ Indiansȱ likeȱAfricanȬAmericansǰȱ andȱ
whiteȱsocietyȱrequiredȱthemȱtoȱsitȱwithȱAfricanȬAmericansȱinȱmovieȱtheatersȱ
andȱ restaurantsǯȱ ȱ“Butȱweȱneverȱhadȱenoughȱmoneyȱ toȱ eatȱ inȱaȱ restaurantȱ
anywayǰ”ȱsaidȱMartinǯŗś

ȱȱȱȱȱHeȱwasȱeducatedȱatȱCherokeeȱBoardingȱSchoolǰȱservedȱinȱtheȱArmyȇsȱairȱ
forceȱinȱWWȱIIǰȱwhichȱofficiallyȱbecameȱtheȱUǯSǯȱAirȱForceȱinȱŗşŚŝǯȱȱInȱŗşŜŘǰȱ
PhillipȱMartinȱbecameȱChairmanȱofȱtheȱTribalȱCouncilȱatȱaȱwageȱofȱǞŘǯśŖȱperȱ
hourǯȱ ȱTheȱChoctawȱtribeȱhadȱnoȱmoneyȱorȱcontrolȱofȱ itsȱownȱaffairsǯȱ ȱTheȱ
tribalȱ councilȱhadȱnoȱplaceȱ toȱmeetǰȱ andȱ theyȱmetȱ everyȱ fourȱmonthsȱ inȱaȱ
demonstrationȱkitchenȱatȱ theȱagencyǯȱ ȱNoȱsalaryȱorȱexpensesȱwasȱpaidȱ forȱ
theȱ councilȱpositionsǰȱ soȱallȱmembersȱ earnedȱaȱ livingȱduringȱ theȱdayȱandȱ
hadȱ littleȱ timeȱ forȱ tribalȱbusinessǯȱ ȱTheȱ superintendentȱ exercisedȱ controlȱ
overȱtheȱChoctawsǯȱȱAttitudeȱandȱprideȱareȱimportantȱtoȱPhillipȱMartinȱasȱheȱ
iteratedȱinȱhisȱownȱwordsǱ
　　　

ȱȱȱȱ“IȱdonȇtȱlikeȱwhatȱthisȱcountryȱdidȱtoȱtheȱIndiansǱȱItȱwasȱallȱignoranceȱbasedȱonȱ
moreȱignoranceȱbasedȱonȱgreedǰ”ȱsaidȱPhillipȱMartinȱofȱtheȱMississippiȱChoctawsǯȱȱ
Heȱcontinuedȱsayingǰȱ“ButȱIȱdonȇtȱbelieveȱthatȱyouȱhaveȱtoȱdoȱwhatȱothersȱdidȱtoȱ
youǯȱȱIgnoranceȱisȱwhatȱkeptȱusȱapartǯȱȱWeȇdȱǽChoctawsǾȱneverȱhaveȱaccomplishedȱ
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whatȱweȱdidȱ ifȱweȇdȱ takenȱ theȱ sameȱattitudeǯȱ ȱ Iȱdonȇtȱ condemnȱanyoneȱbyȱ raceǯȱȱ
WhatȱkeptȱusȱdownȱwasȱourȱownȱlackȱofȱeducationǰȱeconomyǰȱhealthȱcareȬweȱhadȱ
noȱwayȱofȱmakingȱaȱlivingǯȱȱIȱbelieveȱthatȱifȱweȇreȱgoingȱtoȱfitȱinȱthisȱcountryǰȱweȇdȱ
betterȱ tryȱourȱbestȱ toȱdoȱ itȱonȱourȱownȱ termsǯȱ ȱButȱweȱalsoȱhaveȱ toȱ liveȱwithȱourȱ
neighborsȱandȱwithȱourȱcommunityǯȱȱWeȱallȱhaveȱaȱcommonȱcauseȱhereǱȱtheȱlackȱofȱ
jobsȱandȱopportunitiesȱhasȱkeptȱeveryoneȱpoorȱandȱignorantǯȱȱIfȱweȱcanȱhelpȱlocalȱ
nonȬIndianȱcommunitiesȱ inȱtheȱprocessǰȱweȱdoȱitǯȱ ȱWeȱallȱdependȱonȱoneȱanotherǰȱ
whetherȱweȱrealizeȱitȱorȱnotǯ”ŗŜ

　　　
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ InȱŘŖŖŖȱPhillipȱMartinȇsȱChoctawȱNationȱhadȱaȱ tribalȱpayrollȱofȱ ǞŗŖŖȱ
millionǯȱȱHisȱadministrationȱmanagedȱŗŘȱbusinessesȱwithȱoverȱǞřŖŖȱmillionȱ
inȱannualȱsalesǯȱȱChiefȱMartinȱisȱtheȱlongestȱcontinuingȱtribalȱleaderȱinȱofficeȱ
atȱ theȱpresentȱandȱheȱhasȱservedȱhisȱpeopleȱsinceȱŗşŜŘǯȱ ȱ Itȱ isȱhisȱ longevityȱ
inȱofficeȱandȱhisȱ effectivenessȱasȱaȱ leaderȱ thatȱhasȱgivenȱ theȱChoctawsȱaȱ
firmȱvoiceȱ inȱMississippiǰȱ especiallyȱamongȱ tribalȱgamingȱoperationsȱandȱ
businessȱinvestmentsǯŗŝ

ȱȱȱȱȱInȱretrospectǰȱIndianȱleadershipȱisȱaȱsubjectȱthatȱdeservesȱcarefulȱanalysisǯȱȱ
Itȱ canȱbeȱactuallyȱdividedȱ intoȱphasesǯȱ ȱ Forȱ exampleǰȱ theȱphasesȱofȱ Indianȱ
leadershipȱareȱ theȱ followingǯȱ ȱTheȱ firstȱphaseȱmightȱbeȱcalledȱ theȱ“Originȱ
ofȱLeadershipǯ”ȱ ȱThisȱphaseȱorȱ stageȱ isȱ theȱoriginȱandȱsourceȱofȱ Indianȱ
leadershipǯȱȱItȱisȱalsoȱtheȱfirstȱsituationȱofȱtheȱemergenceȱofȱaȱnativeȱleaderǯ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱTheȱnextȱphaseȱofȱnativeȱ leadershipȱ isȱ theȱ“ActualityȱofȱLeadershipǯ”ȱȱ
Thereȱareȱ theȱyearsȱorȱevenȱaȱsingleȱdayȱwhenȱaȱnativeȱ leaderȱ leadsȱhisȱorȱ
herȱ tribeȱorȱ communityȱ intoȱactionǯȱ ȱ Inȱ theȱpastǰȱ actualityȱhasȱbeenȱmostȱ
oftenȱ inȱbattleǰȱ evenȱduringȱ timesȱofȱ survivalȱduringȱ forcedȱ removalȱ toȱaȱ
reservationȱandȱadjustmentȱtoȱaȱrestrictedȱlifestyleȱthereǯȱȱInȱmodernȱtimesǰȱ
actualityȱisȱtheȱdailyȱactivitiesȱofȱaȱnativeȱleaderȱwhetherȱleadingȱhisȱorȱherȱ
tribeȱorȱanȱIndianȱorganizationȱonȱaȱregionalȱorȱnationalȱbasisǯȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱTheȱ“ResultsȱofȱLeadership”ȱisȱtheȱthirdȱphaseȱofȱnativeȱleadershipǯȱȱThisȱ
selfȬexplanatoryȱsegmentȱ isȱ theȱ impactȱ thatȱ theȱ leaderȱhasȱmadeȱ forȱhisȱorȱ
herȱpeopleȱandȱpossibleȱalteringȱorȱshapingȱtheȱcourseȱofȱAmericanȱIndianȱ
historyǯȱ ȱMostȱ successfulȱ Indianȱ leadersȱhaveȱmadeȱaȱdifferenceȱ forȱ theirȱ
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peopleǰȱhopefullyȱforȱtheȱbetterǯȱȱSometimesǰȱitȱisȱevenȱforȱsurvivalȱasȱinȱtheȱ
caseȱearlierȱinvolvingȱKeokukȱofȱtheȱSaukȱandȱFoxǯȱȱDueȱtoȱtheȱoddsȱagainstȱ
fightingȱ theȱUǯSǯȱMilitaryǰȱnativeȱ leadersȱhaveȱdoneȱwellȱ enoughȱ toȱ saveȱ
theirȱpeopleȱlikeȱChiefȱJosephǰȱKeokukǰȱSittingȱBullȱandȱothersǯ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱTheȱ fourthȱphaseȱofȱnativeȱ leadershipȱ isȱ“Image”ȱ orȱ“Legacyǯ”ȱ ȱThisȱ
isȱhowȱpeopleȱ rememberȱ theirȱ leaderȱandȱassessȱwhetherȱheȱorȱ sheȱwasȱ
successfulǯȱ ȱEvenȱ inȱdefeatǰȱ suchȱasȱ theȱ caseȱofȱOsceolaȱofȱ theȱFloridaȱ
Seminolesǰȱhisȱ legacyȱ isȱaȱgrandȱoneǯȱ ȱ Inȱ factǰȱOsceolaȱhasȱreceivedȱgreaterȱ
positiveȱacclaimȱafterȱhisȱdeathȱinȱŗŞřŞȱwithȱsevenȱstatesȱinȱtheȱUnitedȱStatesȱ
havingȱtownsȱnamedȱafterȱhimȱasȱwellȱasȱschoolsȱandȱbusinessesȱthatȱcarryȱ
hisȱnameǯȱȱHeȱisȱaȱheroȱamongȱtheȱSeminolesǯ
ȱȱȱȱ ȱOfȱallȱtheȱIndianȱleadersǰȱtheȱoneȱnameȱthatȱmostȱpeopleȱseemȱtoȱknowȱ
isȱGeronimoǯȱ ȱInȱfactǰȱ thereȱareȱmoreȱfilmsȱandȱtelevisionȱshowsȱǻŗśǼȱaboutȱ
Geronimoȱ thanȱbooksȱ ǻşǼǯŗŞȱ ȱThisȱ famedȱ leaderȱofȱ theȱBedonkoheȱApacheȱ
inȱArizonaȱbecameȱaȱ legendȱ inȱhisȱownȱ timeȱandȱhelpedȱ toȱ influenceȱ theȱ
ferociousȱimageȱofȱtheȱIndianȱ“warriorǯ”ȱȱHisȱnameȱwasȱfearedȱandȱhisȱraidsȱ
onȱwhiteȱ settlementsȱandȱMexicanȱ settlementsȱ spreadȱpanicȱandȱparanoiaȱ
thatȱheȱwasȱalwaysȱnearbyȱtoȱattackǯȱȱOneȱApacheȱsaidȱofȱGeronimoǰȱ“Iȱwasȱ
bornȱ inȱŗŞŝśǯȱ ȱ Iȱ rememberȱ theȱ lastȱ timeȱGeronimoȱwentȱonȱ theȱwarȬpathǯȱȱ
ThatȱwasȱinȱŗŞŞśǰȱbutȱIȱhadȱheardȱaboutȱhisȱtakingȱtheȱwarȬpathȱbeforeȱthisǯȱ
ǯȱ ǯȱ ǯȱGeronimoȱ ǯȱ ǯȱ ǯȱwasȱ calledȱaȱhumanȱ tigerǯȱ ȱHeȱwouldȱ ratherȱbeȱonȱ theȱ
warȬpathȱ thanȱanythingȱelseǯȱ ȱHeȱwouldȱadviseȱhisȱparentsȇȱgroupǰȱandȱhisȱ
wifeȇsȱrelativesǰȱandȱanyȱotherȱrelativesǰȱtoȱleaveȱandȱheȱwouldȱtakeȱthemȱoutȱ
withȱhimǯȱȱǯȱǯȱǯȱThenȱsomebodyȱwouldȱsayǰȱ‘Geronimoȱisȱoutȱagainǰ’ȱandȱthereȱ
heȱwouldȱbeȱwithȱaȱsmallȱbandȱofȱaboutȱfortyȱmenȱupȱinȱtheȱmountainsǯ”ŗş

ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ Inȱtheȱfinalȱanalysisǰȱtheȱrealityȱofȱleadershipȱfromȱtheȱpointȱofȱviewȱofȱ
theȱnativeȱleaderȱisȱoneȱonȱpracticalȱlifeȱandȱeveryȱdayȱdecisionȬmakingȱandȱ
makingȱthingsȱhappenǯȱȱOrǰȱinȱsomeȱcasesǰȱtheyȱhaveȱpreventedȱthingsȱfromȱ
happeningȱthatȱmightȱhaveȱbeenȱdamagingȱtoȱtheirȱpeopleȱandȱcommunityǯȱȱ
Theȱrealityȱofȱ Indianȱ leadershipȱareȱ theȱ followingǱȱ ǻŗǯǼȱBeingȱDifferentǰȱ ǻŘǯǼȱ
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OvercomingȱAdversityǰȱ ǻřǯǼȱActionȱOrientedǰȱ ǻŚǯǼȱ Intellectualǰȱ ǻśǯǼȱCauseȱ
Orientationȱeǯgǯȱ justiceǰȱ ǻŜǯǼȱ SeeȱBigȱPictureǰȱ ǻŝǯǼȱOrganizationalȱSkillsǰȱ ǻŞǯǼȱ
PlanȱorȱGoalȱwithȱphasesȱorȱstepsǰȱ ǻşǯǼȱMentoringȱOthersǰȱandȱǻŗŖǯǼȱMentalȱ
StrengthȦStaminaǯ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱAȱnativeȱ leaderȱfindsȱhimselfȱorȱherselfȱbeingȱdifferentȱfromȱhisȱorȱherȱ
groupȱmembersȱbecauseȱofȱtheirȱinitiativeȱtoȱtakeȱactionȱandȱpeopleȱsupportȱ
themǯȱȱSoȱoftenǰȱtheȱleaderȱhasȱovercomeȱsomeȱformȱofȱadversityȱsuchȱasȱaȱ
personalȱillnessȱorȱpersonalȱproblemȱorȱinjuryǯȱȱSuchȱindigenousȱleadersȱareȱ
actionȱorientedȱandȱoftenȱtheyȱareȱmoreȱactiveȱthanȱreactiveǯȱ ȱTheyȱsimplyȱ
makeȱ thingsȱhappenǰȱbutȱwithȱaȱplanȱ inȱmindǯȱ ȱNativeȱ leadersȱareȱalsoȱ
intelligentȱandȱinȱmodernȱIndianȱhistoryǰȱtheyȱhaveȱsomeȱcollegeȱeducationȱ
fromȱmainstreamȱschoolsǯȱȱThisȱwasȱnotȱsoȱinȱtimeȱofȱSittingȱBullǰȱalthoughȱ
thereȱisȱnowȱaȱtribalȱcollegeȱnamedȱafterȱhimǯȱȱNativeȱleadersȱareȱalsoȱcauseȱ
orientedȱandȱdemandȱ justiceȱ forȱ exampleȱ inȱ theȱ caseȱofȱDennisȱBanksǰȱ anȱ
OjibwaȱactivistȱofȱtheȱAmericanȱIndianȱMovementȱduringȱtheȱlateȱŗşŜŖsȱandȱ
ŗşŝŖsȱinȱtheȱtwinȱcitiesȱareaȱofȱMinnesotaǯȱȱHeȱcontinuesȱtoȱadvocateȱagainstȱ
injustȱtreatmentȱofȱIndianȱpeopleǯ
ȱȱȱȱȱIndianȱleadersȱalsoȱseeȱtheȱbigȱpictureȱandȱputȱitȱinȱaȱcontextȱforȱothersȱ
toȱunderstandǯȱ ȱTheyȱalsoȱ introduceȱ thisȱbigȱpictureȱorȱ contextȱ toȱothersǯȱȱ
Indianȱ leadersȱalsoȱhaveȱorganizationȱ skillsȱ andȱ thisȱ isȱ imperativeȱ forȱanyȱ
communityȱorȱorganizationȱ toȱdevelopǰȱwhileȱ remainingȱ inȱ tactǯȱ ȱThusǰȱ
organizationȱ isȱ essentialǯȱ ȱOneȱofȱ coȬfounderȱofȱ theȱAmericanȱ Indianȱ
MovementȱinȱŗşŜŞǰȱClydeȱBellecourtȱǻOjibwaǼȱonceȱsaidȱthatȱ“organization”ȱ
wasȱessentialȱ toȱ theȱ successȱofȱAIMȱandȱ Indianȱ leadershipǯȱ ȱAnȱeffectiveȱ
Indianȱ leaderȱhasȱaȱgoalȱorȱplanȱ inȱmindǰȱperhapsȱevenȱwrittenȱdownȱandȱ
itȱisȱwellȱthoughtȱoutǯȱȱIndianȱleadersȱalmostȱalwaysȱmentorȱothersȱwhoȱareȱ
youngerȱandȱitȱseemsȱnaturalȱonȱtheirȱpartȱtoȱteachȱothersȱwhoȱtoȱdoȱthingsȱ
andȱwhyȱtheyȱdoȱthemǯȱȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱLastȱofȱallǰȱ theȱ Indianȱ leaderȱhasȱ staminaȱorȱmentalȱ strengthǯȱ ȱLeadersȱ
needȱaȱ sourceȱofȱmentalȱ strengthȱ toȱdrawȱ fromȱsinceȱ soȱmuchȱenergyȱ isȱ
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requiredȱofȱ themǯȱ ȱ Suchȱplacesȱareȱofȱ strengthȱ toȱ theȱnativeȱ leaderȱwhoȱ
returnsȱtoȱtheseȱsitesȱofȱempowermentȱonȱaȱregularȱbasisǯȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱInȱconclusionǰȱseveralȱoverallȱassessmentsȱandȱobservationsȱcanȱbeȱmadeȱ
aboutȱnativeȱleadershipȱofȱtheȱpastȱandȱinȱmodernȱtimesǯȱȱForȱtheȱmostȱpartǰȱ
theȱ fundamentalȱ characteristicsȱofȱnativeȱ leadersȱhaveȱ changedȱveryȱ littleǯȱȱ
Insteadǰȱ theȱcircumstancesȱhaveȱchangedȱwithȱmodernityȱasȱnativeȱ leadersȱ
andȱ theirȱ tribalȱ communitiesȱ foundȱ themselvesȱ inȱ increasingȱ contactȱwithȱ
theȱdominantȱmainstreamǯȱ ȱMuchȱculturalȱborrowingȱandȱ learningȱhowȱtoȱ
dealȱwithȱwhiteȱbureaucratsȱhaveȱenabledȱIndianȱleadersȱtoȱleadȱwellȱwhileȱ
itȱmayȱnotȱseemȱsoȱfromȱtheȱoutsideǯȱȱItȱmustȱbeȱkeptȱinȱmindȱthereȱisȱaȱstoryȱ
“about”ȱtribalȱcommunitiesȱfromȱtheȱoutsiderȇsȱpointȱofȱviewȱandȱthereȱisȱanȱ
“internal”ȱaccountȱfromȱwithinȱtheȱtribeǯ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ Firstǰȱ anȱ Indianȱ leaderȱ isȱ aȱ communityȱpersonȱwhoȱneedsȱ theȱ supportȱ
ofȱhisȱorȱherȱ communityǯȱ ȱThisȱpointȱ isȱ furtherȱ establishedȱbyȱ theȱ factȱ
thatȱ theȱ communityȱdecidesȱwhoȱ theȱ leadersȱwillȱ beǰȱ basedȱonȱ someȱ
systematicȱprocessǯȱ ȱButǰȱ sometimesȱexternalȱ interventionȱasȱ inȱ theȱ caseȱofȱ
OsceolaǰȱBlackȱHawkǰȱandȱTecumsehȱcausedȱaȱdisruptionȱinȱtheȱtraditionalȱ
leadershipȱ systemǯȱ ȱ Soǰȱmanyȱ leadersȱ riseȱ fromȱemergenciesȱorȱ causesǯȱȱ
Theyȱwereȱnotȱ leadersȱaccordingȱ toȱ theȱ traditionalȱcustomsǰȱalthoughȱ theyȱ
respondedȱinȱcrisesȱtoȱhelpȱtheirȱpeopleǯ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱAnotherȱ significantȱpointȱ isȱ thatȱ Indianȱ leadershipȱ isȱdifferentȱ fromȱ
theȱAmericanȱmainstreamǯȱ ȱBasedȱonȱ retainingȱ culturalȱ traditionsǰȱ Indianȱ
leadershipȱ focusesȱonȱ theȱ communityȱorȱpeopleȱandȱ theȱnativeȱ leaderȱ isȱ
willingȱ toȱ sacrificeȱ forȱhisȱorȱherȱpeopleǯȱ ȱYetȱ Indianȱ leadersȱhaveȱhadȱ toȱ
actȱasȱgoȬbetweensȱtoȱbeȱaȱpartȱofȱtheirȱpeopleȱasȱwellȱasȱrepresentingȱtheirȱ
peopleȱ toȱmainstreamȱAmericaȱ likeȱdiplomatsȱ inȱbuckskinsȱ thatȱhistorianȱ
HermanȱViolaȱhasȱwrittenȱaboutǯ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ Thirdlyǰȱ tribalȱ leadersȱ canȱ becomeȱnationalȱ leadersǰȱ butȱ doȱ notȱ
necessarilyȱleadȱtribesǯȱOnceȱaȱtribalȱleaderȱbecomesȱtheȱleaderȱofȱaȱnationalȱ
organizationǰȱ theȱ connectionȱwithȱhisȱorȱherȱ tribeȱ isȱ threatenedȱdueȱ toȱ theȱ
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sustainableȱenergyȱtoȱleadȱtheȱorganizationǯ
ȱȱȱȱȱAnotherȱimportantȱpointȱisȱthatȱIndianȱmenȱandȱwomenȱleadȱdifferentlyǯȱȱ
Theirȱ approachesȱ toȱ leadershipȱhaveȱdifferentȱpatternsǰȱ althoughȱ theȱ
outcomeȱmayȱbeȱtheȱsameǯȱȱAlthoughȱIndianȱmenȱleadersȱwillȱsayȱthatȱtheyȱ
areȱsensitiveȱtoȱtheirȱpeopleȇsȱneedsȱandȱissuesǰȱIndianȱwomenȱleadersȱwillȱ
argueȱthatȱtheyȱareȱmoreȱsensitiveȱtoȱtheseȱconcernsǯȱȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱOneȱconstantȱcharacteristicȱofȱnativeȱleadershipȱisȱfactionalismȱwithinȱtheȱ
tribalȱcommunitiesǯȱȱThisȱisȱnotȱaȱpastȱproblemǰȱbutȱaȱrecurringȱoneǯȱȱNativeȱ
leadersȱhaveȱalwaysȱdealtȱwithȱ factionalismȱandȱ inȱhistoricȱ timesǰȱ tribalȱ
councilsȱcameȱtoȱaȱgeneralȱconsensusȱinȱdecisionȬmakingǯȱȱThisȱwasȱnotȱeasyȱ
andȱthisȱvirtueȱplacedȱconsiderableȱpressureȱonȱtheȱoratoryȱskillsȱofȱleadersȱ
asȱspeakersǯȱȱTecumsehǰȱChiefȱJosephȱandȱothersȱlikeȱSittingȱBullȱwereȱnotedȱ
forȱtheirȱgiftedȱtalentsȱasȱoratorsȱandȱpeopleȱlistenedȱtoȱthemǯ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱTheȱrealityȱofȱIndianȱpoliticsȱ isȱbothȱinternalȱandȱexternalǯȱ ȱThisȱmeansȱ
thatȱnativeȱ leadershipȱoperatesȱwithinȱ theȱ communityȱwhereȱ itȱhasȱ itsȱ
ownȱproblemsȱandȱconcernsȱasȱwellȱ asȱ issuesǯȱ ȱ Inȱadditionǰȱ theȱ realityȱofȱ
Indianȱpoliticsȱ includesȱoperatingȱoutsideȱ suchȱasȱaȱ tribalȱ leaderȱgoingȱ
toȱWashingtonǰȱDǯCǯȱ toȱ theȱBureauȱofȱ IndianȱAffairsȱorȱCongressȱandȱ
representingȱhisȱorȱherȱpeopleȇsȱbestȱinterestsǯ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱLastȱofȱ allǰȱ tribalȱpoliticsȱ isȱ sophisticatedȱandȱcomplexǯȱ ȱTribalȱpoliticsȱ
isȱwellȱbeyondȱ theȱviewȱofȱ theȱ typicalȱoutsiderȱwhoȱ isȱnotȱ familiarȱwithȱ
clansȱorȱsocietiesǰȱmoietiesǰȱkinshipȱblocsǰȱandȱkinshipȱnepotismǯȱȱFromȱtheȱ
insideȱofȱ tribalȱpoliticsǰȱ leadershipǰȱ communityȱandȱplaceȱareȱ intriguinglyȱ
intertwinedȱandȱproduceȱnativeȱ leadersȱwhoȱareȱ theȱmostȱ effectiveȱ inȱ
leadingȱtheirȱpeopleȱwithȱgreatȱsacrificesȱonȱtheirȱpartǯȱȱWhileȱmuchȱcanȱbeȱ
learnedȱfromȱthisȱstudyǰȱ itȱalsoȱraisesȱ importantȱquestionsȱ thatȱcanȱalsoȱbeȱ
askedȱofȱotherȱindigenousȱpeoplesȱandȱtheȱmainstreamȱpopulationsȱinȱotherȱ
partsȱofȱ theȱworldǯȱ ȱWhatȱ isȱ importantȱ toȱmentionȱ isȱ thatȱwhileȱallȱ Indianȱ
leadersȱareȱdifferentȱ inȱ theirȱpersonalitiesǰȱ thereȱareȱ certainȱ similaritiesȱ
inȱ theirȱ talentsȱandȱ skillsȱ thatȱ theyȱpossessedȱ inȱ theȱhistoricȱpastȱ toȱ theȱ
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presentǯȱ ȱMainstreamȱhistoriesȱhaveȱportrayedȱ Indianȱ leadersȱ tooȱoftenȱ inȱ
timesȱofȱwarȱagainstȱtheȱUnitedȱStatesȱthatȱunderminesȱtheȱfullȱappreciationȱ
ofȱnativeȱ leadershipǯȱ ȱ Suchȱportrayalsȱhaveȱ createdȱ stereotypesȱofȱ Indiansȱ
leadersȱbeingȱonlyȱ importantȱ inȱ timesȱofȱwarǯȱ ȱ Indianȱ leadersȱhaveȱ ledȱ inȱ
manyȱcapacitiesȱandȱcontinueȱtoȱdoȱsoǯȱȱȱȱȱ
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