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Introduction

ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱOnȱattendingȱaȱNativeȱAmericanȱceremonyǰȱparticularlyȱtheȱPowwowǰŗȱȱ
oneȱwillȱ findȱ theȱAmericanȱ flagȱandȱ theȱ tribalȱ flagȱ flutteringȱnextȱ toȱ eachȱ
otherǰȱeitherȱatȱtheȱentranceȱorȱnearȱtheȱmainȱstandǯȱȱAȱPowwowȱisȱprecededȱ
byȱtheȱgrandȱentryȱofȱ theȱparticipantsǰȱofȱwhichȱtheȱ leadingȱ lineȱ isȱ formedȱ
byȱwarȱveteransȱwhoȱcarryȱ theȱ starsȱandȱ stripesǰȱ andȱ inȱ someȱcasesȱ evenȱ
wearȱAmericanȱmilitaryȱuniformsǯȱȱThoseȱwhoȱenterȱfirstȱareȱtheȱonesȱwhoȱ
areȱusuallyȱmostȱhonoredȱinȱtheȱtribeǯȱȱInȱfactǰȱtheyȱhaveȱreceivedȱstatusȱandȱ
prestigeȱadditionalȱtoȱtheirȱtribalȱstandingǰȱandȱareȱhonoredȱasȱ“warriorsǯ”
ȱȱȱȱȱThoseȱwhoȱareȱawareȱofȱtheȱillȬfatedȱhistoryȱofȱIndianȬUǯSǯȱrelationsȱfindȱ
theȱ sceneȱ incongruousǰȱparticularlyȱwhenȱ theyȱ considerȱ theȱ longȬstandingȱ
animosityȱNativeȱAmericansȱ feelȱ towardȱ theȱUnitedȱStatesȱgovernmentǰȱ
whichȱ colonizedȱ Indianȱ landȱandȱ forcedȱassimilationȱonȱ theȱpeopleǯȱ ȱTheȱ
riseȱofȱ theȱAmericanȱ IndianȱMovementȱ ǻAIMǼȱ inȱ theȱŜŖȇsŘǰȱandȱsubsequentȱ
resistanceȱagainstȱ theȱUǯSǯȱgovernmentȬofȱwhichȱ theȱWoundedȱKneeȱ
seizureȱdrewȱnationalȱattentionȬtogetherȱwithȱcurrentȱdemandsȱforȱtribalȱ
sovereigntyȱmakeȱ thisȱphenomenonȱevenȱmoreȱpuzzlingǯȱ ȱHowȱhasȱ theȱ
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NativeȱAmericanȱwarriorȱtraditionȱcomeȱtoȱcoexistȱwithȱpraiseȱforȱAmericanȱ
warȱveteransǵ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ Inȱ thisȱpaperȱ Iȱ examineȱNativeȱAmericanȱparticipationȱ inȱAmericanȱ
warsȱ throughoutȱ theȱ ŘŖthȱ centuryȱ andȱ itsȱ relevanceȱ toȱ theirȱ gainingȱ
citizenshipȱstatusǯȱ ȱThroughȱthisȱexaminationǰȱ theȱconcertedȱeffortsȱofȱbothȱ
theȱUǯSǯȱgovernmentȱandȱNativeȱAmericanȱ tribesȱ inȱAmericanȱwarsȱwillȱ
beȱcontrastedȱwithȱ theirȱdifferingȱ intentionsǯȱ ȱSinceȱassimilationȱofȱ Indiansȱ
intoȱwhiteȱ societyȱhadȱbeenȱ theȱ statedȱgoalȱofȱ federalȱ Indianȱpolicyȱ sinceȱ
theȱŗŞŞŖȇsǰȱtheȱgovernmentȱviewedȱtheȱwarsȱasȱanȱunexpectedȱbutȱwelcomeȱ
opportunityȱ toȱadvanceȱ theȱ causeȱofȱ Indianȱassimilationǯȱ ȱHoweverǰȱ theȱ
largeȱnumberȱofȱNativeȱAmericanȱvolunteersȱ inȱWorldȱWarȱ Iǰȱwhichȱ
eventuallyȱresultedȱ inȱtheirȱgainingȱcitizenshipȱstatusǰȱandȱtheȱhighȱrateȱofȱ
NativeȱAmericanȱenlistmentȱ inȱWorldȱWarȱ IIǰȱ cannotȱ simplyȱbeȱaccountedȱ
forȱbyȱ theirȱpatriotismȱ forȱ theȱnationǯȱ ȱRatherǰȱ Iȱwishȱ toȱ focusȱonȱ theȱ
incorporationȱofȱ theȱNativeȱAmericanȱwarriorȱ traditionȱ intoȱparticipationȱ
inȱAmericanȱwarsȱasȱaȱ selfȬreliantȱ andȱ strategicȱaccommodationȱ toȱ theȱ
socialȱ engineeringȱ intentionsȱofȱ assimilationǰȱwhichȱpartlyȱ succeededȱ
inȱ reinforcingȱNativeȱ culturalȱ identityǯȱ ȱToȱ supportȱ thisȱviewǰȱ Iȱwillȱ alsoȱ
discussȱtheȱrevitalizationȱduringȱtheȱwarȱeraȱofȱbothȱtheȱwarriorȱsocietyȱandȱ
traditionalȱNativeȱceremoniesȱinȱoneȱparticularȱtribeǯ

NativeȱAmericanȱParticipationȱinȱWorldȱWarȱI

ȱȱȱȱȱAfterȱtheȱUǯSǯȱgovernmentȱdeclaredȱwarȱagainstȱGermanyȱinȱAprilǰȱŗşŗŝǰȱ
finallyȱenteringȱWorldȱWarȱIǰȱCongressȱquicklyȱpassedȱtheȱSelectiveȱServiceȱ
ActȱinȱMayȱandȱtheȱfirstȱcallȱtoȱregisterȱforȱtheȱdraftȱfollowedȱimmediatelyǯȱȱ
Theȱ federalȱ governmentȱ requiredȱ thatȱ allȱmenȱ betweenȱ theȱ agesȱ ofȱ
twentyȬoneȱandȱ thirtyȬoneȱ reportȱ toȱ theirȱ localȱboardsǯȱ ȱNativeȱAmericansȱ
alsoȱhadȱtoȱenrollǰȱbutȱonlyȱthoseȱpossessingȱcitizenshipȱwereȱliableȱforȱtheȱ
draftǯ
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ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ InȱŗşŗŝǰȱoverȱoneȬthirdȱofȱallȱ Indiansȱwereȱnotȱcitizensȱandȱcitizenshipȱ
statusȱ itselfȱwasȱanȱ issueȱofȱ aȱgreatȱ ambiguityǯȱ ȱProvostȱMarshalȱGeneralȱ
EnochȱHerbertȱCrowderȱhadȱaȱ flexibleȱattitudeȱ towardȱIndianȱregistrationǯȱ
InsteadȱofȱrequestingȱIndiansȱtoȱpresentȱthemselvesȱbeforeȱtheȱregularȱdraftȱ
boardȱasȱwhitesȱdidǰȱheȱorderedȱCatoȱSellsȱǻCommissionerȱofȱIndianȱAffairsǰȱ
BIAǼȱ toȱ establishȱ registrationȱboardsȱonȱ severalȱ Indianȱ reservationsǯȱ ȱThisȱ
helpedȱIndianȱregistrantsȱinȱremoteȱreservationsǰȱwhoȱhadȱtroubleȱspeakingȱ
Englishȱwithoutȱtheȱserviceȱofȱnativeȱtranslatorsǯ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱYetǰȱ becauseȱ citizenshipȱ statusȱdeterminedȱwhetherȱorȱnotȱ Indianȱ
registrantsȱ couldȱbeȱdraftedǰȱ theȱdeterminationȱofȱ Indianȱ citizenshipȱwasȱ
literallyȱaȱmatterȱofȱ lifeȱorȱdeathǯȱ ȱTheȱBIAǰȱavoidingȱ theȱquagmireȱofȱ
determiningȱ Indianȱ citizenshipǰȱ turnedȱ theȱ issueȱoverȱ toȱ theȱdraftȱboardsǯȱȱ
Theȱdraftȱboardǰȱwithoutȱ clearȱguidanceǰȱdeterminedȱcitizenshipȱ statusȱ
onȱaȱ caseȬbyȬcaseȱbasisǰȱwhichȱonlyȱ resultedȱ inȱ inconsistentȱ rulingsȱandȱ
createdȱmoreȱ confusionǯȱ ȱBIAȱCommissionerȱSellsȱ inȱŗşŗŞǰȱpriorȱ toȱ theȱ
secondȱenrollmentȱonȱ Juneȱśthǰȱ finallyȱdispatchedȱgeneralȱguidelinesȱ forȱ
determiningȱIndianȱcitizenshipȱstatusȱasȱfollowsǱ

ǻŗǼȱ Indiansȱwhoseȱ trustȱorȱ restrictiveȱ feeȱpatentsȱwereȱdatedȱpriorȱ toȱMayȱ
ŞǰȱŗşŖŜȱ ǻTheȱBurkeȱActȱamendedȱ theȱDawesȱActȱandȱprovidedȱŘśȱyearsȱofȱ
citizenshipȱdefermentǼǰȱwereȱconsideredȱcitizensȱasȱprovidedȱinȱtheȱDawesȱ
ActȱofȱŗŞŞŝǯ
ǻŘǼȱ Indiansȱwhoseȱ trustȱorȱ restrictiveȱ feeȱpatentsȱwereȱdatedȱafterȱMayȱ
Şǰȱ ŗşŖŜǰȱ andȱwhoȱhadȱ receivedȱpatentsȱ inȱ feeȱ forȱ theirȱ allotmentsȱwereȱ
consideredȱcitizensȱbyȱvirtueȱofȱtheȱcompetencyȱclauseȱinȱtheȱBurkeȱActǯ
ǻřǼȱEveryȱIndianȱbornȱwithinȱtheȱterritorialȱ limitsȱofȱtheȱUnitedȱStatesȱwhoȱ
hadȱvoluntarilyȱlivedȱapartȱfromȱhisȱpeopleȱandȱhadȱadoptedȱtheȱhabitsȱofȱ
“civilizedȱlife”ȱwasȱconsideredȱtoȱbeȱaȱcitizenǯ
ǻŚǼȱMinorȱchildrenȱofȱparentsȱwhoȱhadȱbecomeȱcitizensȱuponȱallotmentǰȱandȱ
childrenȱbornȱtoȱIndianȱcitizensȱwereȱalsoȱconsideredȱAmericanȱcitizensǯř
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ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ Stillǰȱ localȱboardsȱattemptedȱ toȱ includeȱnonȬcitizenȱ Indiansȱonȱ theȱ
assumptionȱ thatȱnonȬcitizenȱ Indiansȱwhoȱexercisedȱdeȱ factoȱ citizenshipȱ
rightsȱ shouldȱbeȱ treatedȱasȱ citizensȱ toȱ serveȱmilitaryȱdutyǯȱ ȱFurthermoreǰȱ
eachȱ countyȱneededȱmenȱ toȱ fillȱ inȱ theȱ racialȱquotaȱofȱwhiteȱandȱblackȱ
registrantsǯȱ ȱ Ifȱ Indiansȱwereȱ classifiedȱasȱ“whiteǰ”ȱ theȱactualȱnumberȱofȱ
whitesȱ inductedȱwouldȱdecreaseǯȱ ȱThusǰȱ theȱ countiesȱwithȱpredominantlyȱ
blackȱpopulationsȱkeptȱ countingȱ IndiansȱwithȱWhitesǯȱ ȱThisȱ clearlyȱ isȱ aȱ
violationȱofȱracialȱidentificationǯ
ȱȱ ȱ ȱ ȱAsȱaȱclosingȱremarkȱonȱtheȱissueǰȱtheȱProvostȱMarshalȱGeneralȇsȱOfficeǰȱ
inȱAprilȱŗşŗŞǰȱdistributedȱformalȱguidelineȱ forȱnonȬcitizenȱ Indiansȱ toȱenterȱ
militaryȱ serviceǯȱ ȱ Inȱultimateȱ simplicityȱ itȱ readsȱ“Itȱ seemsȱ reasonableȱ toȱ
sayȱthatȱaȱnonȬcitizenȱIndianȱshouldȱnotȱbeȱbarredȱfromȱenlistmentȱsimplyȱ
becauseȱheȱisȱaȱnonȬcitizenȱIndianǯ”ŚȱȱThisȱfacilitatedȱtheȱnonȬcitizenȱIndianȱ
whoȱwishedȱtoȱenlistȱtoȱdoȱsoȱbyȱwaivingȱhisȱexemptionȱtoȱtheȱreservationȱ
superintendentǰȱwhoȱwouldȱforwardȱtheȱapplicantsȱtoȱlocalȱboardsǯ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱTheȱUǯSǯȱgovernmentȱ sawȱ inductionȱofȱNativeȱAmericansȱ intoȱ theȱ
militaryȱ asȱ aȱ usefulȱmeasureȱ toȱ promoteȱ assimilationȱ andȱ culturalȱ
modificationǯȱ ȱ Indianȱboardingȱ schoolsȱbecameȱ“automaticȱ recruitingȱ
stationsǯ”śȱ ȱUrgedȱonȱbyȱenthusiasticȱschoolȱadministrationsǰȱ Indianȱschoolȱ
studentsȱandȱalumniȱenlistedȱ inȱ largeȱnumbersǯȱ ȱ FromȱStandingȱRockȱ
IndianȱSchoolȱatȱFortȱYatesǰȱNorthȱDakotaǰȱŗřŖȱboysȱservedǰȱChiloccoȱIndianȱ
AgriculturalȱSchoolȱ sentȱmoreȱ thanȱŗŖŖǰȱ andȱ fromȱShermanȱ Instituteȱatȱ
RiversideǰȱCaliforniaǰȱ ŝŖȱ studentsǯȱ ȱRenownedȱCarlisleȱ Indianȱ Industrialȱ
SchoolȱandȱHamptonȱInstituteȱfollowedȱwithȱŜŖȱandȱŚŚȱboysȱrespectivelyǯŜ

ȱȱȱȱȱWarȱpropagandaȱbyȱreformȱorganizationsȱthroughȱtheirȱpublicationsȱalsoȱ
becameȱactiveǯȱȱTheȱNationalȱIndianȱAssociationȱandȱitsȱTheȱIndianȇsȱFriendǰȱ
foundedȱ inȱŗŞŝşȱ toȱaidȱ inȱ theȱ civilizationȱandȱevangelizationȱofȱ Indiansǰȱ
sayingȱ“ourȱIndiansȱrespondedȱtoȱtheirȱcountryȇsȱcallȱsoȱpromptlyǰ”ȱhighlyȱ
praisedȱSimonȱWebsterǰȱOneidaȱTribeǰȱwhoȱwalkedȱśŖȱmilesȱ toȱ enlistȱ inȱ
theȱArmyȱinȱtheirȱSeptǯȱŗşŗŞȱissueǯȱ ȱTheȱSocietyȱofȱAmericanȱIndiansȱǻSAIǼȱ
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andȱitsȱTheȱAmericanȱIndianȱMagazineǰȱalongȱwithȱRedȱProgressivesȱsuchȱasȱ
ArthurȱCǯȱParkerȱandȱDrǯȱCharlesȱEastmanǰȱ supportedȱ theȱwarȱeffortǰȱ forȱ
theyȱviewedȱtheȱwarȱasȱaȱmeansȱtoȱgainȱrespectȱandȱappreciationȱforȱNativeȱ
Americansǯȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱTribesȱopposedȱ toȱ theȱwarȱandȱ theȱdraftȱonȱ theȱgroundsȱofȱ legalityȱ
andȱ spiritualityȱ existedǯȱ ȱDrǯȱCarlosȱMontezumaǰȱaȱYavapaiȱphysicianȱ
reflectsȱgeneralȱ sentimentsȱofȱ Indiansȱ thatȱ theȱUǯSǯȱhadȱmistreatedȱ theȱ
Indiansȱ badlyǯȱ ȱ Inȱ additionȱheȱ insistedȱ thatȱAmericanȱwarȱ aimsȱ forȱ
selfȬdeterminationȱandȱdemocracyȱwereȱneverȱgivenȱ toȱ Indiansǯȱ ȱEasternȱȱ
CherokeesȱquestionedȱtheȱlegalityȱofȱIndianȱliabilityȱtoȱtheȱdraftǯȱȱTheȱformerȱ
treatiesȱwithȱ theȱ federalȱgovernmentȱ exemptedȱ theȱ tribeȱ fromȱ fightingǯȱȱ
Theȱmoreȱ sophisticatedȱ Indianȱdemandedȱ thatȱ ifȱ theȱ federalȱgovernmentȱ
declaredȱ theyȱwereȱcitizensȱandȱ thusȱsubjectȱ toȱ theȱdraftǰȱ theyȱshouldȱalsoȱ
beȱenfranchisedǯŝȱȱGoshuteǰȱtakingȱthisȱopportunityǰȱreproachedȱtheȱcorruptȱ
administrationȱofȱ theȱ reservationȱ superintendentǯȱ ȱBIAȱaskedȱWovokaǰȱ
medicinemanȱandȱprophetȱofȱ theȱGhostȱDanceȱ toȱmediateȱ theȱ situationǯȱ
OthersȱopposedȱonȱspiritualȱgroundsǯȱȱPeaceȬlovingȱHopiȱofȱtheȱSouthwestȱ
andȱCreeksȱinȱNorthernȱOklahomaȱrejectedȱregistrationȱsayingȱtheyȱwouldȱ
haveȱtoȱconsultȱwithȱtheȱGreatȱMysteryȱorȱHigherȱPowersȱandȱtheyȱwouldȱ
waitȱforȱaȱmessageȱfromȱaboveǯ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱHoweverǰȱ theȱ figuresȱ indicateȱ thatȱ aȱgreatȱmanyȱNativeȱAmericansȱ
activelyȱcooperatedȱwithȱtheȱAmericanȱwarȱeffortǯȱȱPriorȱtoȱSeptemberȱŗşŗŞǰȱ
ŗŗǰŞŖřȱNativeȱAmericansȱregisteredȱforȱtheȱdraftǯȱȱTheȱgovernmentȱinductedȱ
ŜǰśŖşȱintoȱtheȱserviceǰȱwhichȱwasȱoverȱśśƖȱofȱtheȱIndianȱregistrantsȱandȱanȱ
estimatedȱŗřƖȱofȱtheȱadultȱmaleȱpopulationǯȱȱAfterȱSeptemberǰȱanȱadditionalȱ
śǰśŖŖȱ Indianȱmenȱ registeredǰȱbringingȱ theȱ totalȱnumberȱofȱ registrantsȱ toȱ
moreȱ thanȱŗŝǰŖŖŖǯȱ ȱ“Theȱ ratioȱofȱ Indianȱ registrantsȱ inductedȱwasȱ twiceȱasȱ
highȱasȱtheȱaverageȱforȱallȱregistrantsǰȱwhichȱdemonstratedȱthatȱtheȱNativeȱ
Americansȱ supportedȱ theȱgreatȱ cause”ȱ reportedȱProvostȱMarshalȱGeneralȱ
Crowderȱ toȱ theȱSecretaryȱofȱWarǯȱ ȱHoweverǰȱ theȱactualȱnumberȱofȱ Indiansȱ
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enlistedȱisȱaȱmatterȱofȱconsiderableȱdisputeǯȱȱJohnȱChambersȱsuggestedȱthatȱ
ŜǰŖŖŖȱIndiansȱenlistedȱinȱadditionȱtoȱŜǰśŖşȱdrafteesȱbringingȱtheȱtotalȱnumberȱ
ofȱ Indianȱsoldiersȱ toȱaroundȱŗŘǰśŖŖǯŞȱ ȱThisȱnumberȱ isȱalsoȱcloseȱ toȱ theȱBIAȱ
estimateȱthatȱoverȱŗŖǰŖŖŖȱIndianȱsoldiersȱparticipatedȱinȱtheȱwarǯȱȱMoreȱthanȱ
ŘŖƖȱofȱtheȱadultȱmaleȱIndianȱpopulationȱwithȱaȱśŖƖȱenlistmentȱratioȱservedȱ
inȱWorldȱWarȱ Iǯȱ ȱThisȱ extremelyȱhighȱ figureȱagainȱ supportsȱpositiveȱwarȱ
participationȱonȱtheȱsideȱofȱNativeȱAmericansǯ

AftermathȱofȱtheȱWarȱandȱCitizenshipȱ

ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱHavingȱfoughtȱonȱaȱforeignȱcontinentǰȱ Indianȱsoldiersȱwereȱdischargedȱ
withȱ aȱ uniformǰȱ coatǰȱ aȱ pairȱ ofȱ shoesȱ andȱ aȱ bonusȱ ofȱ sixtyȱ dollarsǯȱ
Althoughȱ theyȱhadȱhelpedȱ“makeȱ theȱworldȱ safeȱ forȱdemocracy”ȱ andȱ
cameȱhomeȱwithȱaȱ senseȱofȱprideȱandȱexpectationsȱ forȱaȱbrighterȱ futureǰȱ
governmentȱ indifferenceȱandȱ secondȬclassȱ treatmentȱhadȱneverȱ changedǯȱ
Theȱgovernmentȱdidȱ sendȱwordsȱofȱgratitudeȱwithȱdecoratedȱphrasesǲȱ
formerȱArmyȱChiefȱofȱStaffȱHoughȱLǯȱScottȱ admittedȱ thatȱ Indianȱ soldiersȱ
“playedȱaȱhigherȱpartȱinȱtheȱwarȱonȱtheȱsideȱofȱpatriotismȱthanȱtheȱordinaryȱ
whiteȱsoldiersǯ”ȱ ȱTheȱCommissionerȱofȱ IndianȱAffairsǰȱCatoȱSellsǰȱ saidȱ thatȱ
“aȱvoluminousȱnarrationȱofȱ scenesǰȱ episodesǰȱ eloquentȱappealǰȱ stirringȱ
actionǰȱ andȱgloriousȱ sacrificeȱ shouldȱbeȱwrittenȱ intoȱaȱdeathlessȱ epicȱbyȱ
someȱpoetȱbornȱoutȱofȱtheȱheroicȱtravailȱofȱaȱworldȬembattledȱeraǯ”şȱ ȱCrowȱ
chiefȱPlentyȱCoupsǰȱknownȱ toȱbeȱgovernmentȱ friendlyǰȱwasȱ invitedȱ toȱ theȱ
secondȱanniversaryȱofȱ theȱarmisticeǰȱ andȱgivenȱ theȱhonorȱofȱplacingȱ theȱ
wreathȱuponȱ theȱTombȱofȱ theȱUnknownȱSoldierȱatȱArlingtonȱNationalȱ
Cemeteryǯȱ ȱTheȱ federalȱgovernmentȱawardedȱ Indianȱ tribesȱwithȱAmericanȱ
flagsȱandȱcertificatesȱofȱappreciationȱwhichȱtheȱpresidentȱpersonallyȱsignedȱ
expressingȱ theȱnationȇsȱ thanksȱ forȱ theȱNativeȱAmericanȇsȱ“willingȱ sacrificeȱ
andȱtheȱbraveryǯ”
ȱȱȱȱȱBeyondǰȱritualisticȱgratitudeȱandȱsymbolicȱgestureȱhoweverǰȱvirtuallyȱnoȱ
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substantialȱsupportȱwasȱgivenȱtoȱtheȱNativeȱAmericanȱveteransǯȱȱReturningȱ
homeǰȱ theyȱ stillȱhadȱ toȱ faceȱpoorȱeconomicȱ conditionsǰȱdiscriminationȱandȱ
insatiableȱdemandȱ forȱ Indianȱ landǯȱ ȱTheȱpostȱwarȱnationwideȱagriculturalȱ
recessionȱandȱpoorȱweatherȱ conditionsȱhitȱ Indianȱ farmersȱandȱ ranchersȱ
severelyǯȱ ȱConditionsȱwereȱ soȱdesperateȱ inȱ someȱ reservationsȱ thatȱ inȱ theȱ
Blackfootȱ reservationȱ inȱMontanaǰȱpeopleȱ resortedȱ toȱ eatingȱevenȱ skunksǯȱ
ManyȱBlackfootȱveteransǰȱ accordingȱ toȱ JosephȱDixonǰȱwereȱ“dyingȱbyȱ
theȱ roadsideȱ fromȱsheerȱhungerǯ”ȱ ȱAȱSiouxȱveteranǰȱNahivȬAtaǰȱ aȱhighlyȱ
decoratedȱ sniperȱduringȱ theȱwarȱwasȱ strandedȱpennilessȱ inȱColumbusǰȱ
OhioǯȱȱJosephȱOklahombiǰȱaȱChoctawǰȱwhoȱisȱoneȱofȱtheȱmostȱdecoratedȱwarȱ
heroesȱwasȱunableȱtoȱfindȱworkȱandǰȱdestituteǰȱhadȱtoȱliveȱonȱonlyȱŗŘȱdollarȱ
aȱmonthȱveteranȇsȱpensionǯŗŖ

ȱȱȱȱȱInȱJuneȱŗşŘŗǰȱNewȱYorkȱStateȱofficialsȱruledȱthatȱIndianȱveteransȱresidingȱ
onȱ reservationsȱandȱwhoȱwereȱnotȱ citizensȱofȱNewȱYorkȱStateȱwereȱnotȱ
entitledȱ toȱ receiveȱ stateȱbonusesȱ forȱwarȱveteransǯȱ ȱAlthoughȱ theȱ caseȱ
wasȱ reversedȱatȱ theȱendȱwithȱaȱ strongȱ resistanceȱofȱ theȱSixȱNationsȱandȱ
supportȱ fromȱ theȱpressǰȱ thisȱ incidentȱmakeȱ itȱ clearȱ thatȱ aȱ strongȱcaseȱofȱ
discriminationȱagainstȱNativeȱAmericansȱpersistedȱafterȱtheȱwarǯȱȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱDemandȱ forȱ Indianȱ landȱalsoȱpersistedǯȱ ȱTheȱ InteriorȱDepartmentȱ
proposedȱ toȱprovideȱ farmsȱ forȱAmericanȱveteransȱatȱbargainȱpricesǰȱwithȱ
stockȱandȱ implementsȱ ifȱ theyȱwereȱwillingȱ toȱ improveȱunusedȱ landǯȱ ȱThisȱ
unusedȱlandȱbyȱtheirȱdefinitionsȱoftenȱbelongedȱtoȱIndiansȱwhoȱ“haveȱmoreȱ
landȱthanȱtheyȱneedǯ”ȱ ȱMoreoverǰȱIndiansȱallottedȱlandȱbyȱtheȱDawesȱActŗŗȱ
wereȱnotȱqualifiedȱunderȱthisȱplanȱbecauseȱtheyȱalreadyȱhadȱlandǯȱȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ Inȱ spiteȱ ofȱ theȱ apathyȱ andȱunfairȱ treatmentȱ ofȱNativeȱAmericanȱ
veteransǰȱ theȱUǯSǯȱgovernmentȱwithȱ theȱaimȱofȱprovingȱ theȱachievementȱ
ofȱ itsȱ longȬheldȱgoalȱofȱ assimilationǰȱwasȱeagerȱ toȱpublicizeȱhowȱmilitaryȱ
serviceȱhadȱcivilizedȱIndianȱpeopleǯȱȱIndianȱveteransȱwereȱreportedȱtoȱhaveȱ
returnedȱhomeȱ“wellȱdisciplinedȱandȱ speakingȱEnglishȱwithȱ improvedȱ
mannerȱ andȱgreaterȱmotivationǯ”ȱ ȱ Theȱpopularȱmediaǰȱ followingȱ theȱ
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governmentȱ leadǰȱ emphasizedȱhowȱ Indianȱveteransȱhadȱbeenȱ transformedȱ
andȱwereȱ readyȱandȱwillingȱ toȱ takeȱupȱaȱmoreȱ responsibleȱ roleȱ inȱ societyǯȱȱ
Theȱgovernmentȱwasȱalsoȱmindfulȱofȱtheȱconfusionȱandȱdifficultyȱtheyȱwentȱ
throughȱinȱtheȱprocessȱofȱdraftingȱNativeȱAmericansȱdueȱtoȱtheirȱambiguousȱ
citizenshipȱstatusǯȱ ȱAnȱestimatedȱŗŘśǰŖŖŖȱNativeȱAmericansȱ inȱ theȱpostwarȱ
eraȱstillȱdidȱnotȱpossessȱAmericanȱcitizenshipǯȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ Itȱ isȱ inȱpartȱdueȱ toȱ theseȱ circumstancesǰȱ thatȱ theȱ federalȱgovernmentȱ
movedȱ toȱbestowȱcitizenshipȱuponȱNativeȱAmericansǯȱ ȱHoweverǰȱ theȱ
immediateȱ causeȱofȱ theȱpostwarȱ crusadeȱ toȱgrantȱ citizenshipȱwasȱ theirȱ
participationȱ inȱWorldȱWarȱ Iǯȱ ȱ Indianȱ reformȱorganizationsǰȱ suchȱasȱ theȱ
SocietyȱofȱAmericanȱ Indiansȱadvocatedȱ stronglyȱ theȱNativeȱAmericans’ȱ
sacrificesȱduringȱ theȱwarȱmadeȱ themȱworthyȱofȱ anȱ improvedȱ legalȱ statusǰȱ
ieǯǰȱ citizenshipǯȱ ȱTheyȱ statedȱ“aȱgratefulȱgovernmentȱandȱpeopleȱwillȱnotȱ
withholdȱ fromȱ theȱNativeȱAmericanȱ raceȱ fullȱ rightsȱasȱ freeȱmenȱunderȱ
theȱ constitutionǯ”ŗŘȱ ȱTheȱAmericanȱLegionǰȱ asȱaȱhomageȱ toȱ theirȱ Indianȱ
comradesǰȱ adoptedȱaȱ resolutionȱ thatȱAmericanȱ Indiansȱwhoȱhonorablyȱ
servedȱ inȱ theȱ lateȱwarȱbeȱgrantedȱcitizenshipȱandȱpressuredȱ theȱ federalȱ
governmentǯ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱTheȱ roadȱ toȱNativeȱAmericanȱ citizenshipȱwasȱbeingȱpavedǯȱ ȱ Inȱ Juneǰȱ
ŗşŗşȱHomerȱSnyderǰȱHouseȱRepresentativeȱofȱNewȱYorkȱStateǰȱ introducedȱ
theȱ IndianȱCitizenshipȱBillǯȱ ȱTheȱSnyderȱBillȱpassedȱ theȱSenateȱandȱwithȱ
PresidentȱWilsonȇsȱ signatureǰȱ becameȱ lawȱ inȱNovemberǯȱ ȱ Theȱ Indianȱ
CitizenshipȱActȱofȱ ŗşŗşǰȱhoweverǰȱ restrictedȱ citizenshipȱ toȱveteransȱandȱ
requiredȱ themȱ toȱgoȱ throughȱaȱ tediousǰȱ bureaucraticȱprocessȱ toȱgainȱ
certificatesȱofȱ citizenshipȱandȱnaturallyȱnotȱmanyȱveteransȱwereȱ soȱeagerȱ
toȱgoȱthroughȱthisȱhassleǯȱȱAȱnewȱlawȱwithȱaȱsimpleǰȱexpedientȱmechanismȱ
wasȱneededǰȱandȱinȱJuneȱŗşŘŚǰȱtheȱIndianȱCitizenshipȱActȱwasȱpassedǯȱȱTheȱ
Actȱ extendedȱblanketȱ citizenshipȱ toȱ theȱ remainingȱnonȬcitizenȱ Indiansȱ
livingȱinȱtheȱUnitedȱStatesǯȱȱTheȱNativeȱAmericanȱserviceǰȱtheirȱbraveryȱandȱ
contributionȱwereȱnoȱdoubtȱtheȱinitialȱandȱperhapsȱmostȱimportantȱcatalystȱ
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forȱIndianȱcitizenshipǯȱ

WorldȱWarȱIIȱandȱWarȱHeroesȱ

ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱInȱWorldȱWarȱIIǰȱallȱtheȱNativeȱAmericansȱwereȱliableȱforȱtheȱdraftȱdueȱ
toȱtheirȱcitizenshipȱstatusǯȱȱŘśǰŖŖŖȱNativeȱAmericansȱservedȱinȱtheȱAmericanȱ
armedȱ forcesȱandȱŚŖǰŖŖŖǰȱ includingȱwomenȱwereȱemployedȱ inȱdefenseȱ
industriesǯȱ ȱ JohnȱCollierǰȱCommissionerȱofȱ IndianȱAffairsǰȱ exploitedȱ theȱ
immenseȱparticipationȱofȱNativeȱAmericansȱ inȱmilitaryȱandȱdefenseȱworkǯȱȱ
Inȱ factǰȱ theȱwarȱyearsȱopenedȱnewȱavenuesȱofȱopportunitiesȱ forȱNativeȱ
Americansȱeducatedȱandȱ trainedȱunderȱmanyȱofȱ theȱ IndianȱNewȱDealȱ
programsǯȱȱTheȱenthusiasmȱexhibitedȱbyȱNativeȱAmericansȱinȱWorldȱWarȱIIȱ
gainedȱfarȱmoreȱpublicȱattentionȱthanȱanyȱpropagandaȱcampaignǯŗřȱ ȱMediaȱ
wasȱeagerȱ toȱpublicizeȱ Indianȱbraveryȱandȱtheirȱ“naturalȱ talent”ȱ forȱbattleǯȱȱ
InȱCollierȇsȱparticipationȱ inȱaȱmassiveȱdriveȱ toȱ recruitȱ Indiansȱ forȱSelectiveȱ
ServiceȱregistrationǰȱheȱwouldȱbeȱableȱtoȱboastȱofȱaȱşşƖȱIndianȱregistrationȱ
rateȱ forȱWorldȱWarȱ IIǯȱ ȱ Inȱ factȱ asȱTakakiȱnotesȱ“ŞǰŞŖŖȱofȱ theȱŜŖǰŖŖŖȱ Indianȱ
malesȱbetweenȱ theȱageȱofȱ twentyȬoneȱandȱ fortyȬfourȱwereȱ inȱmilitaryȱ
uniformǰȱmuchȱhigherȱrateȱthanȱforȱtheȱgeneralȱpopulationǯ”ŗŚ

ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱWorldȱWarȱ IIȱ producedȱ Indianȱnationalȱwarȱ heroesǯȱ ȱ JohnȱRiceȱ
ǻWinnebagoǼȱaȱhighlyȱdecoratedȱ fighterȱpilotȱ isȱ amongȱ themȱandȱErnestȱ
Childersȱ ǻCreekǼȱwhoȱ receivedȱ theȱCongressionalȱMedalȱofȱHonorȱ forȱ
hisȱ actionȱ inȱdisablingȱ twoȱenemyȱ fortificationsȱ isȱ anotherǯȱ ȱButȱ theȱmostȱ
publicizedȱwasȱperhapsȱ IraȱHamiltonȱHayesǰȱwhoseȱ figureȱ isȱ eternalizedȱ
inȱ theȱUnitedȱStatesȱMarineȱCorpsȱWarȱMemorialȱ inȱWashingtonǰȱDǯCǯȱ ȱAȱ
PimaǰȱMarineȱprivateǰȱhelpedȱraiseȱtheȱUnitedȱStatesȱflagȱonȱMtǯȱSuribachiǰȱ
Iwoȱ Jimaȱ inȱŗşŚśǯȱ ȱAfterȱ Iwoȱ JimaǰȱPresidentȱRooseveltȱ assignedȱhimȱ toȱ
participateȱ inȱ theȱeffortsȱ toȱ sellȱwarȱbondsǯȱ ȱTheȱ imageȱofȱ theȱ flagȱ raisingȱ
becameȱaȱnationalȱ symbolǰȱmakingȱHayesȱaȱnationalȱwarȱheroǯȱ ȱReturningȱ
toȱ theȱPimaȱReservationǰȱhoweverǰȱ theȱwarȱheroȱbecameȱ restlessȱ andȱ
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startedȱdriftingǯȱ ȱDuringȱ thirteenȱyearsȱbeforeȱheȱdiedȱofȱ exposureȱ inȱ theȱ
Arizonaȱdesertȱonȱ JanuaryȱŘŚthǰȱ ŗşśśǰȱheȱwasȱarrestedȱ fiftyȱ timesȱdueȱ toȱ
alcoholȱrelatedȱoffensesǯȱȱAȱjournalistȱHeraldȱFeyȱwroteȱ“Heȱdrankȱhisȱwayȱ
toȱoblivionȱandȱdeathȱ ǯȱ ǯȱ ǯȱAlcoholismȱ isȱ aȱmajorȱafflictionȱ toȱaȱ frustratedȱ
andȱdiscouragedȱpeopleǯ”ŗśȱ ȱTheȱ tragicȱ caseȱmightȱ indicateȱ theȱdifficultyȱ
theȱNativeȱheroesȱ faceȱ inȱdealingȱwithȱ theȱAmericanȱwarȱ andȱpublicȱ
expectationsȱandȱbeingȱtornȱbetweenȱtwoȱwarriorȱtraditionsǯ
ȱȱȱȱȱTheȱcollectiveȱheroesǰȱnotȱindividualǰȱwereȱNavajoȱCodeȱTalkersǯȱȱNavajoȱ
hasȱ theȱ largestȱ reservationȱ inȱ theȱ southwestǰȱ theȱpopulationȱbeingȱ theȱ
secondȱ largestȱ afterȱCherokeeȱamongȱ theȱnativeȱnationsǯȱ ȱTheirȱ complexȱ
languageȱwasȱusedȱasȱaȱ codeȱandȱ itȱ isȱ supposedȱ toȱhaveȱbeenȱoneȱofȱ theȱ
fewȱunbreakableȱ codesȱ inȱ theȱhistoryȱofȱwarfareǯȱ ȱ Itȱplayedȱaȱvitalȱ roleȱ
inȱAmericaȇsȱvictoryȱ inȱ theȱPacificȱduringȱ theȱWorldȱWarȱ IIǯȱ ȱ“Wereȱ itȱ
notȱ forȱ theȱNavajoǰȱ theȱMarinesȱwouldȱneverȱhaveȱ takenȱ Iwoȱ Jimaǰ”ȱ saidȱ
MajorȱHowardȱMǯȱConnerǰȱ communicationȱofficerȱofȱ theȱFifthȱMarineȱ
DivisionǯŗŜȱ ȱAboutȱ fourȱhundredȱNavajoȱCodeȱTalkersȱ servedȱ inȱ theȱwarȱ
andȱ theyȱ immortalizedȱ themselvesǯȱ ȱ Stillȱ atȱpresentȱTheȱNavajoȱCodeȱ
TalkersȱAssociationȱwithȱ itsȱoverȱ twoȱhundredȱmembersȱ takesȱprideȱasȱanȱ
associationȱofȱȱwarȱherosǯ

WarriorȱTraditionȱinȱtheȱNativeȱCommunity

ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱAsȱ toȱwhatȱdroveȱ theseȱyoungȱmenȱ toȱ theȱbattlefieldȱandȱasȱ toȱwhatȱ
causedȱ theȱhighȱenlistmentȱ rateȱofȱNativeȱAmericansǰȱmanyȱ listȱ financialȱ
motivesǲȱmilitaryȱpayȱgreatlyȱaidedȱ theȱpoorȱeconomicȱ conditionȱofȱ theȱ
nativeȱfamiliesǯȱȱOthersȱpointȱparticularlyȱinȱWorldȱWarȱIIȱtoȱhostilityȱtoȱtheȱ
ThirdȱReichǲȱNativeȱAmericansȱ sawȱ theȱNaziȱ conceptȱofȱ racialȱ superiorityȱ
asȱaȱthreatȱtoȱtheirȱownȱminorityȱstatusǰȱasȱseenȱinȱtheȱstatementȱofȱTheȱSixȱ
Nationsȱthatȱreadsȱ“ItȱisȱtheȱunanimousȱsentimentȱamongȱtheȱIndianȱpeopleȱ
thatȱtheȱatrocitiesȱofȱtheȱAxisȱnationsȱareȱviolentlyȱrepulsiveȱtoȱallȱsenseȱofȱ
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righteousnessȱofȱourȱpeopleǯ”ŗŝȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱMotivesȱareȱnotȱsingleȱandȱtheyȱareȱcompositeȱofȱseveralȱamongȱmanyǯȱ
Yetȱwhatȱ Iȱwantȱ toȱ focusȱhereȱ isȱ theȱ culturalȱ traditionȱofȱ theȱwarriorȱ thatȱ
gaveȱundeniableȱ impetusȱ toȱ Indianȱ soldiersǯȱ ȱMostȱ tribesȱviewedȱmilitaryȱ
serviceȱandȱtrainingȱasȱhonorableȱendeavorsȱandȱbeingȱaȱsoldierȱwasȱalmostȱ
synonymousȱwithȱbeingȱaȱ“warrior”ȱ inȱ theirȱ interpretationȱofȱ theȱ termǯȱȱ
Inȱotherȱwordsǰȱ theyȱ redefinedȱ theirȱwarriorȱ traditionȱ toȱaccommodateȱ
participationȱ inȱ theȱAmericanȱwarǯȱ ȱNativeȱAmericansȱ inȱ factȱ foughtȱ
‘theȱwhiteȱmanȇsȱwar’ȱ butȱ theyȱwentȱ toȱwarȱonȱ theirȱownȱ termsǯȱ ȱManyȱ
tribesȱpreparedȱandȱdeliveredȱ theȱwarpathȱ ceremoniesȱ forȱdepartingȱ
soldiersǯȱ ȱZuniȱMedicinemenȱgaveȱ“Eutakyaǰ”ȱ aȱbriefȱblessingȱ ceremonyȱ
forȱ theȱprotectionȱofȱ theȱwarriorsǯȱ ȱTheȱNavajoȱperformedȱ theȱ“Blessingȱ
Ceremony”ȱ forȱ theirȱ inducteesǯȱ ȱTheȱChippewaȱheldȱ“GoingȱAway”ȱ andȱ
“Chief”ȱdancesȱ toȱprotectȱ themȱoverseasǯȱ ȱ Suchȱ ceremoniesȱ fulfilledȱbothȱ
religiousȱandȱsocialȱfunctionsȱinȱadditionȱtoȱgrantingȱcommunalȱrecognitionȱ
ofȱ theȱ traditionalȱ statusȱofȱ theȱwarriorǰȱwhichȱassuredȱyoungȱmenȱaȱgreatȱ
psychologicalȱsatisfactionȱasȱwellȱasȱreinforcingȱtheirȱtribalȱidentityǯŗŞ

ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱDuringȱtheȱVietnamȱWarǰȱwhichȱ isȱ theȱmoreȱrecentȱwarȱexperienceȱ forȱ
NativeȱAmericanǰȱ ŚŗǰśŖŖȱmenȱ servedǯȱ ȱAsȱ theȱ researchȱonȱ theȱ reasonsȱ forȱ
enteringȱ theȱ serviceȱ showsǰȱ theȱhighestȱpercentageȱ ǻśŗǯŘƖǼȱofȱmenȱ listedȱ
‘familyȱtradition’ȱasȱtheȱveryȱimportantȱfactorȱfollowedȱbyȱ‘duty’ȱ ǻŚŚǯŗƖǼȱ
andȱ‘tribalȱ tradition’ȱ ǻŚřǯśƖǼǯŗşȱ ȱManyȱ Indianȱboysǰȱ stillȱ inȱ contemporaryȱ
timeȱgrewȱupȱhearingȱ storiesȱofȱ courageȱandȱ selfȬsacrificeȱ inȱbattleȱ andȱ
theyȱhadȱseenȱasȱchildrenȱtheȱritualsȱusedȱtoȱhonorȱtheirȱrelativesȱwhoȱhadȱ
returnedȱ fromȱWorldȱWarȱ IIȱandȱKoreanȱWarǯȱ ȱTheyȱwishedȱ toȱ followȱtheȱ
waysȱofȱ theirȱgrandfathersȱandȱ fathersǰȱ andȱ likeȱ theȱoldȬtimeȱwarriorsǰȱ
wishedȱtoȱgainȱrespectȱfromȱtheirȱownȱpeopleȱforȱhavingȱdoneȱwhatȱyoungȱ
menȱhaveȱalwaysȱdoneȱinȱtimeȱofȱconflictǯȱȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱTheȱnatureȱofȱ traditionalȱwarfareȱamongȱ theȱNativeȱAmericanȱ seemsȱ
toȱhaveȱgivenȱnobleȱ characteristicsȱ toȱ theȱwarriorsǯȱ ȱTraditionalȱNativeȱ
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Americanȱwarfareȱ cannotȱbeȱdefinedȱ inȱ theȱwesternȱ senseȱofȱ theȱ termǯŘŖȱȱȱ

WhileȱWesternerȇsȱwarfareȱ isȱdescribedȱasȱpredatoryȱwithȱ theȱpurposeȱofȱ
aȱ totalȱdestructionȱofȱ enemiesǰȱNativeȱAmericanȱwarfareȱwasȱprimarilyȱ
culturalȱandȱsocialǯȱȱTheyȱdevelopedȱtheirȱownȱuniqueȱformsȱofȱcombatȱandȱ
oftenȱelevatedȱ itȱ intoȱaȱkindȱofȱ ritualisticǰȱ spiritualȱ contestǯȱ ȱTheȱmajorityȱ
ofȱ tribesȱusuallyȱ limitedȱviolenceȱ toȱ intertribalȱ conflictȱ andȱ raidingǯȱ ȱTheȱ
causesȱforȱintertribalȱhostilitiesȱwereȱassumedȱtoȱbeȱterritorialȱandȱeconomicǰȱ
howeverǰȱ theȱ largeȱnumberȱofȱ tribesȱandȱ theȱ remarkablyȱ smallȱnumberȱ
ofȱknownȱ tribalȱ conquestsȱ seemȱ toȱgiveȱevidenceȱ thatȱwarfareȱ justȱ forȱ theȱ
sakeȱofȱ territorialȱorȱ economicȱgainȱwasȱhardlyȱ commonplaceǯȱ ȱTribesȱ
usuallyȱhadȱwellȬdefinedȱandȱsacredȱterritorialȱboundariesǰȱandȱtheȱideaȱofȱ
colonizingȱaȱstrangeȱterritoryȱwasȱevenȱdeemedȱtoȱdisruptȱtheȱnaturalȱorderȱ
andȱbalanceȱofȱtheȱworldǯ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱRatherǰȱ intertribalȱwarsȱwereȱmotivatedȱoftenȱbyȱvengeanceȱ towardȱ
traditionalȱ enemiesǯȱ ȱ Theȱ“mourningȱwar”ȱwasȱ religiousȱ andȱhighlyȱ
ritualizedǰȱ forȱ itȱwasȱ intendedȱnotȱonlyȱ toȱ easeȱ theȱgriefȱofȱ theȱ relativesȱ
ofȱ theȱdeadȱ tribesmanǰȱbutȱ toȱ regainȱ theȱportionȱofȱ theȱ tribeȇsȱ collectiveȱ
spiritualȱpowerȱdiminishedȱwithȱtheȱindividualȱdeathǯȱȱFurthermoreǰȱhavingȱ
traditionalȱfoesȱandȱbeingȱinvolvedȱinȱaȱconstantȱstateȱofȱwarȱhelpedȱthemȱtoȱ
maintainȱtribalȱidentityȱandȱritualǯ
ȱȱȱȱȱWarriorsȱwereȱrituallyȱpreparedȱforȱwarȱandȱofferedȱprotectiveȱmedicineȱ
toȱ assureȱ theirȱ safeȱ returnȱ toȱ theȱ communityǯȱ ȱManyȱ tribesȱdevisedȱ
purificationȱ ceremoniesȱuponȱdepartureǯȱ ȱOnȱ theȱwarpathǰȱ theyȱwereȱ
protectedȱbyȱ symbolicȱ accoutermentsǲȱ aȱ shieldǰȱ aȱ coupȱ stickǰȱ aȱmedicineȱ
pouchǰȱ andȱ faceȱpaintǰȱ connectedȱ toȱ theirȱ spiritualȱpowerǰȱ thusȱofferingȱ
strengthȱ inȱbattlesǯȱ ȱAtȱ theȱactualȱbattleǰȱkillingȱ theȱenemyȱwasȱnotȱ theȱ
ultimateȱpurposeǰȱ forȱ theȱbattleȱwasȱ foughtȱ forȱhonorǯȱ ȱTheȱmostȱheroicȱ
actȱonȱtheȱbattleȱsceneȱwasȱtoȱ‘touch’ȱtheȱenemyȱwithȱhisȱcoupȱstickǰȱforȱitȱ
requiredȱtheȱmostȱcourageȱforȱaȱmanȱtoȱcomeȱsoȱcloseȱtoȱhisȱenemyǯȱȱWhenȱ
heȱ successfullyȱ touchedȱ theȱenemyǰȱheȱ‘countedȱ theȱ coupǯ’ȱ ȱHeȱ inscribedȱ
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aȱ lineȱeveryȱ timeȱheȱ touchedȱanȱenemyǰȱandȱmoreȱ linesȱheȱhadǰȱ theȱmoreȱ
valiantȱheȱwasȱprovenȱtoȱbeǯȱȱOftenǰȱtheȱkeepersȱofȱtheȱsocialȱphilosophyȱandȱ
orderȱareȱwarriorsȱwhoȱhadȱcountedȱmanyȱcoupsǯȱȱOnȱreturningǰȱtheyȱwereȱ
welcomedȱbyȱanȱhonoringȱceremonyȱandȱaȱvictoryȱdanceǯȱȱWarȱceremoniesȱ
wereȱpartȱofȱ theȱmatrixȱofȱ tribalȱ customsǰȱ sacredȱ ritesȱ andȱbeliefsȱ thatȱ
supportȱholisticȱpowerȱandȱsolidarityǯ
ȱȱȱȱȱWarfareȱwasȱconductedȱbyȱwarriorȱsocietiesǰȱwhichȱareȱprevalentȱamongȱ
NativeȱAmericanȱ tribesǯȱ ȱWarriorȱ societiesȱwereȱ extremelyȱ importantȱ
religiousȱandȱpoliticalȱinstitutionsǯȱȱTheyȱnotȱonlyȱservedȱasȱmilitiasȱandȱtheȱ
keepersȱofȱtheȱtribeȇsȱspiritualȱpowerȱinȱwarfareȱbutȱtheyȱkeptȱorderȱduringȱ
huntsǰȱinȱencampmentsǰȱorȱonȱtheȱmoveǯȱȱTheyȱalsoȱpunishedȱtheȱcriminalsǰȱ
guardedȱtheȱcampsȱagainstȱsurpriseȱattackǰȱandȱwhenȱattackedǰȱboughtȱtimeȱ
withȱ theirȱ livesȱ forȱ theȱwomenǰȱ childrenȱandȱeldersȱ toȱ escapeǯȱ ȱTheyȱwereȱ
muchȱreveredȱforȱfulfillingȱtheirȱsacredȱdutiesǯȱȱAmongȱtheseǰȱLakotaȬSiouxȱ
warriorȱsocietiesȱwereȱrenownedȱforȱtheirȱbraveryȱandȱefficiencyǯȱȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱTheȱwarriorȱ societyȱ isȱ calledȱAkichitaȱ inȱLakotaȱandȱamongȱmanyǰȱ sixȱ
distinctiveȱAkichitaȱareȱ recognizedǯŘŗȱ ȱTheyȱareȱKitȱFoxǰȱLanceȱOwnerǰȱ
BadgerǰȱBraveȱHeartǰȱCrowȱOwnerȱandȱWhiteȱBadgerǯȱ ȱAlthoughȱ theyȱareȱ
fraternalȱ inȱnatureǰȱoneȱ canȱneverȱ seekȱadmissionȱ toȱ theȱ societyȱbutȱmustȱ
alwaysȱbeȱ invitedǯȱ ȱ Inȱorderȱ toȱbeȱqualifiedǰȱ aȱyoungȱmanȱmustȱusuallyȱ
haveȱbeenȱonȱatȱ leastȱoneȱwarȱpartyȱandȱdesirablyȱhaveȱ touchedȱorȱkilledȱ
anȱ enemyǰȱorȱgoneȱonȱ aȱ“visionȱquest”ŘŘȱ toȱ seekȱ anȱ innerȱ selfǯȱ ȱMoreȱ
importantlyǰȱ throughȱ communalȱ lifeǰȱheȱmustȱhaveȱdemonstratedȱ theȱ
potentialȱofȱlivingȱupȱtoȱtheȱfourȱvirtuesȱofȱtheȱLakotaȬSiouxȱsocietyǰȱnamelyȱ
generosityǰȱ courageǰȱ respectǰȱ andȱwisdomǯȱ ȱThoseȱwhoȱcommittedȱmurderȱ
orȱadulteryǰȱorȱamassedȱwealthȱwithoutȱgivingȱanythingȱawayȱwereȱneverȱ
eligibleȱforȱmembershipǯ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ EachȱAkichitaȱ hadȱwellȬorganizedȱ ritualsȱ andȱmilitaryȱ capacityǯȱȱ
TakingȱKitȱFoxȱ forȱ exampleǰȱ theyȱwereȱ composedȱofȱPipeȱBearersǰȱDrumȱ
BearersǰȱKeepersȱ ofȱ theȱRattlesǰȱWhipȱBearersȱ andȱLanceȱOwnersȱ inȱ
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additionȱ toȱgeneralȱwarriorsǯȱ ȱToȱbeȱaȱmemberȱofȱ theȱKitȱFoxȱwasȱaȱgreatȱ
honorȱ toȱanȱ individualȱ andȱhisȱ familyȱandȱ toȱbeȱappointedȱ toȱoneȱofȱ theȱ
aboveȬmentionedȱcapacitiesȱbroughtȱevenȱgreaterȱhonorǯȱ ȱ Ifȱappointedȱtoȱaȱ
positionȱofȱLanceȱOwnerǰȱheȱwouldȱfightȱbyȱhisȱlanceȱstakedȱinȱtheȱgroundǰȱ
neverȱretreatingȱuntilȱhisȱfellowȱmemberȱremovedȱitǰȱthusȱprovingȱhisȱgreatȱ
courageǯ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ Indeedǰȱwarfareȱofferedȱyoungȱmenȱ theȱopportunityȱ toȱdemonstrateȱ
hisȱbraveryȱandȱhisȱ sacredȱdutiesȱandȱ toȱ receiveȱacknowledgmentȱ thatȱheȱ
wasȱ theȱembodimentȱofȱ tribalȱvirtueǯȱ ȱTheȱwarriorȱwasȱhighlyȱapplaudedȱ
andȱrewardedȱbothȱforȱhisȱcourageȱandȱforȱdefendingȱtheȱtraditionalȱvalueȱ
systemȱofȱtheȱcommunityǯȱȱInȱfactǰȱmanyȱtribesȱbestowedȱspecialȱhonorsȱonȱ
warriorsǰȱandȱoftenȱlookedȱtoȱtheseȱindividualsȱforȱleadershipȱevenȱinȱcivilȱ
affairsǯȱȱWarfareȱseenȱinȱthisȱlightȱwasȱaȱwayȱforȱmenȱtoȱgainȱhonoredȱstatusȱ
inȱtheȱtribalȱsocietyȱandȱmaintainȱtheirȱspiritualȱpowerǯ

TheȱRevivalȱofȱtheȱRituals

ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱAfterȱ theȱ subjugationȱandȱ theȱonsetȱofȱ reservationȱ lifeǰȱ alongȱwithȱ theȱ
stronglyȱenforcedȱassimilationȱpolicyǰȱwarriorȱ societiesȱwereȱbecomingȱ
devoidȱofȱmembersȱ inȱmanyȱ tribesȱbecauseȱ thereȱwereȱnoȱwarsȱandȱ theȱ
relatedȱceremoniesȱwereȱdyingȱoutǯȱ ȱ IronicallyȱhoweverǰȱWorldȱWarȱ Iȱandȱ
WorldȱWarȱIIȱhelpedȱrevivedȱtheseȱceremoniesȱandȱwarriorȱtraditionsǯȱȱBothȱ
warsȱgaveȱmanyȱ Indiansȱ theȱopportunityȱofȱbecomingȱnotȱ justȱAmericanȱ
soldiersȱbutȱwarriorsȱinȱtheȱtribalȱsenseȱofȱtheȱtermǯȱȱWorldȱWarȱIIǰȱbecauseȱ
itȱlastedȱlongerȱandȱmoreȱmenȱwereȱinvolvedǰȱgaveȱmoreȱNativeȱAmericansȱ
theȱchanceȱ toȱgainȱprestigeȱamongȱWhitesȱandȱmostȱ importantlyȱ toȱobtainȱ
statusȱwithinȱtribalȱsocietiesǯȱȱManyȱveteransǰȱuponȱreturningȱhomeǰȱservedȱ
asȱtribalȱcouncilmenȱnotȱonlyȱcontributingȱtoȱcivilȱserviceȱbutȱalsoȱrevivingȱ
tribalȱtraditionsǯȱȱKiowaȱveteransȱforȱexampleȱrevivedȱtheȱTiaȬpiahȬGroundȱ
DanceȱSocietyǰȱ andȱSiouxȱveteransȱpromptedȱ theȱ revivalȱofȱ theȱKitȱFoxȱ
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warriorȱ societyǰȱwhereȱ theyȱ soughtȱ toȱ redefineȱwarriorȱ spiritualismǯȱ ȱBothȱ
attemptsȱamongȱmanyȱ servedȱ toȱ retainȱandȱcarryȱ forwardȱ theȱ traditionalȱ
socialȱorderȱandȱcontinuityǯ
ȱȱȱȱȱMyȱresearchȱonȱtheȱPineȱRidgeȱandȱRosebudȱSiouxȱReservationsȱinȱSouthȱ
Dakotaȱalsoȱ foundȱ resurgenceȱofȱ ceremonialismȱduringȱwartimeǯȱ ȱTheirȱ
traditionalȱritualsǰȱsuchȱasȱHunkaǰȱSweatȱLodgeǰȱAllownpiǰȱandȱYuipiŘřȱwereȱ
eitherȱ revivedȱorȱmuchȱactivatedǯȱ ȱ Stronglyȱenforcedȱassimilationȱpoliciesȱ
deemedȱtraditionalȱritualsȱbarbarousȱandȱoutlawedȱthemǯȱ ȱHoweverǰȱ tribalȱ
membersǰȱ consideringȱ traditionalȱ ritualsȱ asȱpowerfulȱ instrumentsȱ toȱ seekȱ
protectionǰȱgatheredȱ frequentlyȱ toȱ joinȱ theȱprayerȱ forȱ theȱ safeȱ returnȱofȱ
theirȱhusbandǰȱ sonǰȱbrotherǰȱ andȱ fatherȱorȱanyȱ tribesmenȱ inȱ serviceǯȱ ȱOneȱ
ofȱmyȱ informantsǰȱ supposedlyȱaȱdevoutȱEpiscopalianȱ thenǰȱ confessedȱ thatȱ
sheȱwouldȱattendȱtheȱSundayȱserviceȱatȱ theȱchurchȱ inȱ theȱmorningǰȱandȱatȱ
nightǰȱrushȱtoȱYuipiȱandȱprayȱforȱherȱbelovedȱhusbandȇsȱsafeȱreturnǯȱȱUponȱ
returningǰȱ theȱonceȱdiminishedȱVictoryȱDanceȱwelcomedȱveteransȱandȱanȱ
honoringȱceremonyȱwasȱconductedȱwhereȱtheyȱreceivedȱtheirȱownȱsongȱandȱ
aȱnewȱnameȱasȱaȱwarriorǯ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱTheȱwarriorȱ traditionȱ remainsȱ strongȱamongȱmanyȱ tribesȱandȱaȱ recentȱ
byproductȱisȱformingȱofȱaȱtransȬtribalȱnetworkǯȱȱOneȱnotableȱeventȱinȱŗşŞŗȱisȱ
theȱfoundationȱofȱtheȱVietnamȱEraȱVeterans’ȱInterȬtribalȱAssociationǯȱȱTheyȱ
organizedȱtheȱfirstȱNationalȱVietnamȱVeterans’ȱPowwowȱinȱDecemberȱŗşŞŘȱ
inȱOklahomaǯȱ ȱWarriorsȱ seemȱ toȱhaveȱacquiredȱaȱnewȱ typeȱofȱ solidarityȱ
beyondȱtheȱtribesȱtoȱwhichȱtheyȱbelongǯȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱNativeȱAmericansǰȱ byȱ redefiningȱ theirȱ olderȱwarriorȱ traditionǰȱ
incorporatedȱAmericanȱwarsȱ intoȱaȱnewȱ traditionȱofȱwarriorȱ thatȱhelpedȱ
toȱ reviveȱandȱ fosterȱ tribalȱ solidarityȱ thatȱpossiblyȱextendȱ toȱ transȬtrivalȱ
networksȱandȱtheirȱtraditionalȱculturalȱidentityǯ
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Notes

ŗǯȱOriginallyȱ theȱtraditionalȱritualȱdancingȱandȱsingingȱtoȱhealȱ theȱ illnessǰȱbutȱ inȱmodernȱdaysȱ itȱ
hasȱbeenȱrenderedȱtoȱanȱintertribalȱdancingȱcontestȱfestivalȱwhichȱattractsȱlargeȱaudiencesȱinȱtheȱ
summerǯ

ŘǯȱAȱpowerfulȱpanȬIndianȱorganizationȱfoundedȱinȱŗşŜŞȱbyȱDennisȱBanksǰȱMaryȱJaneȱWilsonȱandȱ
GeorgeȱMitchellǯȱȱItȱemergedȱfromȱtheȱbroaderȱcontextȱofȱRedȱPowerȱactivismǯȱ

řǯȱBrittenǰȱThomasȱAǯǰȱAmericanȱ Indiansȱ inȱWorldȱWarȱ IǱȱAtȱ homeȱ andȱ atȱWarǯȱ ȱAlbuquerqueǱȱ
UniversityȱofȱNewȱMexicoȱpressǰȱŗşŝŝǯȱpǯȱśŚǯ

ŚǯȱIbidǯȱpǯȱśŞǯ

śǯȱHyerǰȱ Sallyȱ ȱOneȱHouseǰȱOneȱVoiceȱ ǰȱOneȱHeartȱNativeȱAmericanȱEducationȱ atȱ theȱSantaȱFeȱ Indianȱ
SchoolǯȱȱMuseumȱofȱNewȱMexicoȱPressǰȱŗşşŖǰȱpǯȱřǯ

ŜǯȱBrittenǰȱppǯȱŜśȬŜŜǯ

ŝǯȱBrittenǰȱpǯȱśŚǯ

ŞǯȱChambersǰȱ JohnȱWǯȱToȱRaiseȱanȱArmyǱȱTheȱDraftȱComesȱ toȱModernȱAmericaǯȱNewȱYorkǱȱTheȱFreeȱ
PressǰȱŗşŞŝǯ

şǯȱBrittenǰȱpǯȱŗŜŖǯ

ŗŖǯȱIbidǯȱppǯȱŗŜśȬŗŜŝǯ

ŗŗǯȱAlsoȱknownȱasȱtheȱGeneralȱAllotmentȱActȱofȱŗŞŞŝǰȱdividingȱtriballyȱownedȱreservationȱlandȱtoȱ
individualȱownershipǯȱȱTheȱActȇsȱintentionȱtoȱsafeguardȱtheȱIndianȱlandȱendedȱupȱinȱreductionȱofȱ
twoȱthirdsȱofȱIndianȱlandȱthroughȱtheȱIndianȇsȱpovertyȱandȱtheȱlandȱgrabberȇsȱdesireǯ

ŗŘǯȱBrittenǰȱpǯȱŗŝŜǯȱȱForȱtheȱdiscussionȱofȱreciprocityǰȱalsoȱseeȱDeboǰȱAngieǯȱAȱHistoryȱofȱtheȱIndiansȱ
ofȱtheȱUnitedȱStatesǯȱNormanǱȱUniversityȱofȱOklahomaȱPressǰȱŗşŝŖǰȱDeloriaǰȱVineȱJrǯȱedǯȱOfȱUtmostȱ
GoodȱFaithǯȱSanȱFranciscoǱȱStraightȱArrowȱBooksǰȱŗşŝŗǯ

ŗřǯȱFrancoǰȱJereȇBishopǯȱCrossingȱtheȱPondǱȱTheȱNativeȱAmericanȱEffortȱinȱWorldȱWarȱIIǯȱDentonǰȱTexasǱȱ
UniversityȱofȱNorthȱTexasȱPressǰȱŗşşşǰȱpǯȱřřǯ

ŗŚǯȱTakakiǰȱRonaldǯȱAȱDifferentȱMirrorǱȱAȱHistoryȱofȱMulticulturalȱAmericaǯȱBostonǱȱLittleǰȱBrownȱandȱ
CompanyǰȱŗşşřǰȱpǯȱřŞŞǯ

ŗśǯȱ“OurȱneighborǰȱtheȱIndianǰ”ȱTheȱChristianȱCenturyǰȱVolǯLXXIIǰȱNoǯȱŗŘǯȱpǯȱřşǰȱMarchȱŘřǰȱŗşśśǯ

ŗŜǯȱDavisǰȱMaryȱBǯȱ edǯȱNativeȱAmericaȱ inȱ theȱTwentiethȱCenturyǱȱAnȱEncyclopediaǯȱNewȱYorkȱandȱ
LondonǱȱGarlandȱPublishingǰȱIncǯȱŗşşŚǰȱpǯȱřŜśǯ

ŗŝǯȱHolmǰȱTomǯȱ“FightingȱaȱWhiteȱManȇsȱWarǯ”ȱJournalȱofȱEthnicȱStudiesȱşȱǻSummerȱŗşŞŗǼǱȱppǯȱŜşȬŞŗǯȱ
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AlsoȱseeȱTownsendǰȱKennethǰȱWorldȱWarȱIIȱandȱtheȱAmericanȱIndianǯȱ ȱAlbuquerqueǱȱUniversityȱofȱ
NewȱMexicoȱPressǰȱŘŖŖŖǰȱȱchapterȱtwoȱforȱtheȱdiscussionȱofȱNaziȬIndianȱrelationsǯ

ŗŞǯȱSeeȱFrancoǰȱchapterȱtwoǯ

ŗşǯȱHolmǰȱTomǯȱStrongȱHeartsǰȱWoundedȱSoulsǱȱNativeȱAmericanȱVeteransȱofȱtheȱVietnamȱWarǯȱȱAustinǱȱ
UniversityȱofȱTexasȱPressǯȱŗşşŜǰȱpǯȱŗŗşǯ

ŘŖǯȱSeeȱMailsǰȱThomasȱEǯȱDogȱSoldiersǰȱBearȱMenǰȱandȱBuffaloȱWomenǱȱAȱStudyȱofȱtheȱSocietiesȱandȱCultsȱ
ofȱtheȱPlainsȱIndiansǯȱEaglewoodȱCliffǱȱPrenticeȬȱHallǰȱŗşŝřǰȱChapterȱtwoȱofȱHolmǰȱTomǰȱpǯȱŘŖǯ

Řŗǯȱ Forȱ theȱwarriorsȱ societyǰȱ seeȱWalkerǰȱ JamesȱRǯȱLakotaȱBeliefȱ andȱRitualǯȱNormanǱȱUniversityȱofȱ
OklahomaȱPressǰȱŗşŞŖǯȱȱHassrickǰȱRoyalȱBǯȱTheȱSiouxǱȱLifeȱandȱCustomsȱofȱaȱWarriorȱSocietyǯȱNormanȱ
andȱLondonǱȱUniversityȱofȱOklahomaȱPressǰȱŗşŜŚǯ

ŘŘǯȱPlainȇsȱIndianȱinitiationȱritualǰȱ inȱwhichȱaȱboyȱspendsȱfourȱdaysȱandȱnightsȱaloneȱinȱaȱremoteȱ
placeȱwithoutȱeatingȱandȱdrinkingǰȱseekingȱforȱaȱvisionǯ

Řřǯȱ Sacredȱ ritualsȱwhichȱwereȱgivenȱ toȱ theȱLakotaȱpeopleȱbyȱ theȱ legendaryȱWhiteȱBuffaloȱCalfȱ
Womanǯ
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