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Advancing and Translation; Embody the Words

A —ER

Abstract: Here I thought about the general intellect of learning a (foreign) language a
little philosophically, referring to some texts of Karl Marx and so on. For example,
when he claims that the historic facts appear the first as tragedy, the second time as
farce in The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte, Marx uses a metaphor of «the
beginner who has learned a new language.» According to Marx, the beginner «always
translates it[a new language] back into his mother tongue, but he assimilates the spirit
of the new language and expresses himself freely in it only when he moves in it
without recalling the old and when he forgets his native tongue.» By repeating this
tragicomic process, the beginner can master the new language finally. In the same way
as this process, through the repeated trials and errors, people realize little by little the
metaphysical ideas like ‘equality’ or ‘justice’ etc., in the historical and concrete
situations. In other words, through giving their historically and physically constrained
bodies to the words which signify ideal world or dreams apparently unrealizable, they
try to get them patiently in this real world. In this paper, I called this methodological
process of repetition ‘translation’ that embodies the words and will realize them(Marx
himself calls it ‘advancing[Aufstieg]’ in other text). By using these linguistic
metaphors, we can also understand the dynamics of history in this way.
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