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Taira orphanage and the Japanese military sex slave issue

- orphanages and war victims on the Island of Okinawa post WW2 -
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Abstract

Taira Orphanage was established on the site of the Taira Prison Camp, and along with the Yuza
Orphanage was one of the first established orphanages on the Island of Okinawa following the end
War War II. Orphanages were established at each of the former prison camps, and were at the
forefront of postwar relief and care for the people of Okinawa. Orphanages were opened in eleven
or twelve other areas around the island and women nurses were recruited to work with the
upbringing of the orphans. There is, however, proof from testimonies that many of these women
were in fact former Korean sex slaves. It is unclear as to whether these former sex slaves were
brought over from Korea with solders to Japan, and it in fact remains unknown how they ended
up in Okinawa or whether they were even repatriated back to Korea following the conclusion of
hostilities. But it should be accepted as a historical fact that these women worked dutifully in the

orphanages caring for weak and malnourished children of Okinawa following the end of the War.

Key words: Taira Orphanage, Japanese military sex slaves, Korean sex slaves, war victims,
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