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Non-Political Claims and Political Resistance:

A Case Study of American Former POWs’ Postwar
Reconciliation with Japan

A AR
Shizu MAEKAWA

Conventional approaches of postwar reconciliations among nations have been criticized
for their prioritization of national interests. Critics agree that postwar reconciliation should
be reexamined from an ethical point of view; however, some also insist that ethical issues
should not be over politicized. These differing opinions have led the postwar
reconciliation process in two different directions. This study examines the dynamics
between these two driving forces of the Friendship Program, supported by the Japanese
government and aimed at postwar reconciliation between American former prisoners of
war and the Japanese public.
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