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Effects of consideration strategies on judgments in moral dilemmas

Masashi Soma (Graduate School of Contemporary Psychology, Rikkyo University), and
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In moral dilemma, such as that in which an individual is sacrificed to save the majority, moral judgment
studies have shown that a utilitarian judgment (morality serves to achieve social benefits) is chosen more
than a deontological judgment (morality is accepted as a universal law) in some dilemmas (when utilitarian
judgment is intuitive), and deontological judgment is chosen more than utilitarian judgment in other
dilemmas (when deontological judgment is intuitive). Psychological research suggests that, when it is
difficult for people to consider or retrieve the specific type of cognition requested, they are more likely to
spontaneously consider or retrieve unrequested cognitions, and the presence of these unrequested
cognitions can affect judgment. In this study, we examined the effect of intuitive and unintuitive
consideration strategies on moral judgment. The results showed that the consideration strategies have
some effect on moral judgment and that considering an alternative strategy partially facilitates the control
process.
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