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Abstract

This research note reports a comparison of abstract images of the first encounter
conversations for English speakers and Japanese speakers. The data is based on the
follow up interviews which were collected after recording each experimental mono-
cultural conversation of three males. This report compiles the responses from 25
interviewees in the UK, 11 interviewees in the USA, 15 interviewees in Australia and 25
interviewees in Japan. All interviewees were male. The result shows that Native English
speakers have a core common perspective of conversation that is very different from
Japanese speakers in the socio-cultural norms of taking turns, goals of conversation, and
topics suitable for first encounter conversation and the way how they impress other
participants in a conversation. The differences therein may hinder effective English
speaking ability which does not create negative effects on interpersonal relationships.
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