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Basilica Excavation Report, Tlos 2014: General Observation

URANO, Satoshi

In 2014 season, 1) rubbles and soils were removed from SW area
outside the basilica, 2) an inferred family tomb (in fact our inference
turned to be uncertain) was opened in Room 7 of ST, and 3) the opus
sectile floor of the chancel area and NE corner of mosaic floor on the
nave were excavated and conserved.

After the removal of rubbles, five rooms and one corridor (or anoth-
er room) emerged in SW area to the basilica; eastern three of them (Ch.
Room 1, 2 and 3) originally formed an oblong structure with an apse at
the east end, thought to be an annexed chapel. A base of olive oil mill
was found at the centre of the square shape Ch.Room 2, and a horse-
shoe was found in the semilunar shape Ch.Room 1. These findings
indicate that the chapel, divided into three rooms, had been converted
to floors for the farm work in a later time (after the church was aban-
doned). SWRooms 1 and 2 (only part of eastern corners were recogniz-
able just below a path for tourists) were there across a corridor or a dirt
floor (SWPath, which forms a southwards extension of the exonartex)
from the chapel.

A hitherto supposed family tomb in Room 7, divided into two parts
(eastern and western), of roughly the same measurements (height 33-
45 cm; widths 102 & 86 cm; length ca.160cm), brought neither human
bones nor artificial material but a pair of tweezers down to the floor
level where the original mosaic of the ST floor was found covered with a
white mortar especially in the western part. These facts allude to a pos-
sibility that this was installed not for burial but for other purpose (still
unspecifiable). More than 100 bones of rodents found within this struc-
ture point to that once here were their nests.

In the chancel area, the entire floor seems once to have been paved
with opus sectile, as was that in the Xanthian East Basilica. Its pat-
terns were geometric ones depicted by rectangular panels and rim-
bands formed by triangle, quadrangle, hexagonal and octagonal stone
tiles (white, grey, veined marbles, lime stones, black green clay slates,
sometimes porphyries), though its remains were not quite a lot (except
for in SE corner where patterns were well preserved).

While all over the floor was repaired with white mortars (WM1,
sometimes with their mouldings in the shape of stone tiles), sectile tiles,
bricks, large marble slabs (some with reliefs originally used as either
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handrail(s) of templon, sorea, or ambon,) and fragmentary stone slates
(even if the materials themselves were lost or removed, their negatives
on bedding mortars often discernible) were almost exclusively set on
red mortars (RM) which are seen to have been bedded no later than
PW9 and 10 had been constructed. The layer of another white mortars
(WM2) was detected immediately under the RM and on rudus rubbles
set on the other layer of yellowish white mortars (YWM1) bedded
ca.20cm below the surface. These layers must represent earlier stages of
the pavements. Pavements and their mortar bedding were extensively
destroyed especially at the corners of the chancel area (except for at SE
one), and in front of the apse up to the central part of the altar.

The boundary of the chancel area was marked by a U-shape line
of stone slabs (thickness 25-30cm; width 48-50cm; length 90-100cm).
They must have been stylobates of the templon rails (parapets), and
later those of the iconostasis pillars which were found lying over each
other on them in 2012 season. In a later time, PW9 and 10, inner sides
of which is lined along those of the main pillars, were built respectively
partly on the northern and southern stylobates, so that their enclosing
area was smaller than that demarcated by stylobates themselves (by
40-50cm on both sides). As the extant patterns of opus sectile were not
fitted in the latter but in the former, so they must have belonged to a
later attempt to re-pave the floor. PW10 seems to have been originally
cut off at both ends to provide doorways to the NT, while PW9 does not
have any to ST. Outside and all along the western stylobates there was
discovered a ditch of 30 to 50 cm width and ca.20 cm depth, meanings
of which is not clear. All over on the floor fragmentary bones of goats/
sheep, boars and cattle were found scattered.

The altar is characterized by its almost entire destruction and re-

moval of its materials except for a few bricks and three kinds of mortars
(WM1, pinkish mortars (PM) and beige mortars (BM)). Judging from
its remnants on RM, the one prior to the last seems to have consisted of
four marble panels each of which has slightly different widths from each
other. As this result, they formed somewhat an irregular quadrangle,
though only the front one seems to have been arranged to set symmetri-
cally and orthogonally on the axis line.
While the two eastern column bases of ciborion, symmetrically installed
on WM2 (?), were preserved at their original positions, the western two
seem to have been removed no later than RM were bedded. Greyish
mortars (GM) were also discovered on edges of the SE column, though
its stratigraphy is unclear.
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