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Grappling with Open Data in India
—Establishment and Development of data.gov.in—

WH Kl Daisuke Sakata

In 2013, G8 leaders agreed on the Open Data Charter. The agreement encourages the idea that
publishing open data can offer significant benefits. Many countries have started to publish or improve
access to their open data. Accordingly, case studies of emerging countries in the field of open data have
become extremely important. This article studies the case of India achieving a high score in the 2014
Open Data Index through the establishment and development of India government’s portal site for
open data: data.gov.in. The article mainly makes two points. Firstly, data.gov.in was designed to draw
user suggestions and evaluations for improving open data. Secondly, the number of open data sets is
increasing, but the open data sets from the central government and related organizations have been
making up the overwhelming majority. Very few open data sets from state governments and related
organizations are available. In addition, very few states publish open data in data.gov.in.
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