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Rumor of a Village Known as Inunaki:
A Study of Inunaki as an Alien World

SENB S

Kaoru TORIKAI

Abstract: A rumor that a village known as Inunaki Village used
to exist has been circulating in Fukuoka Prefecture. The rumor
proposes that Inunaki was a small village, which did not fully accept
the Constitution. The village is rumored to have existed to the east of
the Inunaki-yama Mountain next to the most upstream tributary of Onga
Inunaki-gawa and the western edge of Wakamiya-machi. Its boundary
allegedly reached both Munakata-Kasuya and Kurate counties, and a
north to south-elongated valley of approximately 3 km nearly reached
the Inunaki region.

Records dating back to 1814 indicate that the livelihoods of
the residents of the quiet mountain village relied on agriculture and
charcoal production. However, Inunaki Village was destroyed during
dam construction in 1986, and official records potentially referring to its
existence are incomplete. The aim of this study is therefore to examine
where these baseless rumors originated from, and why they are often
verbally repeated, and believed. The “alien world” framework developed
by Komatsu (2008), which is described as alien because “rather than
those of separate or independent worlds, are present with each other,
related to each other.” However, the term “discrimination,” which in
contemporary Japan is used to describe the defamation of individuals,
organizations, and states, is not used in this study to avoid unnecessarily

creating anxiety among the local people.
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