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Our survey has now perhaps made it apparent that the Law which eclipses the
Godhead may present itself in a variety of modes. It is a mathematical law that
has enslaved the Babylonic astrologer and the modern Western man of science; a
psychological law that has captivated the Buddhist ascetic; and a social law that
has won the allegiance of the Hellenic philosopher. If we pass next to the Sinic
World, where the concept of Law has not found favour, we shall find the Godhead
being eclipsed, here again by an Order which in the Sinic Weltanschauung
presents itself as a kind of magical congruence or sympathy between the
behaviour of Man and that of his environment.

While the action of the environment upon Man is recognized, and manipulated,
in the Sinic art of geomancy, the converse action of Man upon the environment is
controlled and directed by means of a ritual and an etiquette which are as
elaborate and as momentous as the structure of the Universe which they mirror

and at the same time modify.

‘L’homme et la Nature ne forment pas deux régnes séparés, mais une
société unique. 'Tel est le principe des diverses techniques qui réglemen-
tent les attitudes humaines. C’est grice 4 une participation active des
humains et par I'effet d’une sorte de discipline civilisatrice que se réalise
I’Ordre universel. A la place d’une Science ayant pour objet la connais-
sance du Monde, les Chinois ont congu une Etiquette de la vie qu’ils
supposent assez efhcace pour instaurer un Ordre total.”

Granet 1934:24 138

Note 613 This Sinic conception of a magical order of the Universe with the
magician himself for its hub is manifestly much less far removed from the
Weltanschauung of Primitive Man than are the Hellenic and Indie and Babylonic
and Western conceptions of Cosmic Law, analogous to Human Law, which we
have examined above; and accordingly we shall not be surprised to find Sinic
notions foreshadowed in our records of less highly sophisticated human readings
of the relation between Man and his environment. For example, the following two

passages in the Homeric Epic, which catch a Western reader's attention because

138
139

109



they are so startlingly out of gear with the order of the Universe as it presents
itself to Western intelligences, would be so immediately and completely
intelligible to a Far Eastern reader that he might be tempted to indulge in the

fancy that the Hellenic poet was here taking a leaf out of the Sinic classics.
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After a human being has been conceived and has then been born, the baby may
die before it has awakened to consciousness. Until the twentieth century a cruelly
high percentage of babies did die at the pre-conscious stage of life. Infant mortality
used to be appallingly common, even in human communities that were relatively
secure and affluent, and that were also relatively well-informed and well-equipped
medically. For pre-modern humans, the rate of infant mortality was of the same
order of magnitude as for rabbits. Moreover, if a child does survive long enough to
experience the dawn of consciousness, its life may still be cut short at any stage
deliberately or by some accident or by some disease or some injury that cannot be
cured by the medical and surgical skill and equipment that are accessible at the
particular time and place.

However, the length of the expectation of life has now increased sensationally in
communities that are medically and socially precocious, and it has begun to
increase appreciably in the relatively backward majority of communities as well.
Nowadays a human being's consciousness may be awake continuously for seventy
or eighty years before it is extinguished by death or is dimmed, before physical
death, by mental senility. During those seventy or eighty years of consciousness,
the human being is aware of phenomena. These phenomena present him with a
number of riddles, and the ultimate riddles have not been elucidated by the
advance of scientific knowledge and understanding—rapid and far-reaching

though this advance has been in the Modern Age.

1-2
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Scientists have recently been discovering the chemical composition and the
structural configurations of matter that are the physical enabling conditions for
bringing matter to life and for awakening a living organism to consciousness. The
advance of science has also brought with it one negative finding that seems likely

to stand, though, among the adherents of theistic religions, it meets with strong
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resistance because it runs counter to deeply-ingrained, though unverified and
unverifiable, traditional beliefs. It is now hardly possible any longer to believe that
the phenomena of which a human being is conscious have been called into
existence by the fiat of a human-like creator god. This traditional way of
accounting for the phenomena was based on an unwarrantable analogy with
human activities. Human beings do shape already existing inanimate ‘raw
materials' into tools, machines, clothes, houses, and other artefacts®3®, and they
give their artefacts a function and a style that are not inherent in the 'raw
materials'. Function and style are non-material; in terms of matter, they are
created ex nihilo. The explanation of the existence of the phenomena as being
accounted for by a human-like creative activity has ceased to be convincing
because the existence of a human-like creator god is a hypothesis that is not
confirmed by any evidence. But, so far, this no longer tenable traditional

hypothesis has not been replaced by any convincing alternative.
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The increase in our knowledge of the physical enabling conditions for the
presence of life and of human consciousness and purposefulness has not brought
with it an understanding of the nature or the purpose (if there is a purpose) of life
and consciousness themselves. These are different modes of being both from each
other and from the organically structured matter with which, in our experience,
they are associated. Every live human being that a human being knows or knows
of, including himself, is a conscious purposeful spirit that is physically alive in a
material body. None of these components of a live human being have ever been
encountered apart from the rest. They are always found in association with each
other; yet their relation to each other is incomprehensible.

Why are some portions of the material phenomena associated temporarily with
life (as they are in living beings of all species) and also with consciousness (as they
are in human beings), while other portions (apparently by far the greater part of
the sum total of matter in the cosmos) are permanently inanimate and
unconscious? How, in the space-time stream, at one particular point-moment—i.e.
in the tenuous 'biosphere’ that temporarily envelops our ephemeral planet—have
life and consciousness come to be associated with matter? Why does life, embodied
in organically structured matter, strive to perpetuate itself or, in organisms that
are sexual and mortal, to reproduce itself true to type ? The maintenance of any
species of living being manifestly costs an intense effort. Is this effort inherent in
the nature of the species and of its specimens? If it is, why is it not inherent in the
nature of the constituents of organic matter in the pre-organic and post-organic
states of these constituents, whose organic configuration is such a brief episode in

their history? And, if the effort is not inherent but is introduced, what is the

511



agency that introduces it if we rule out the hypothesis of the operation of a creator

god?

(biosphere) e
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6 7
Next, let us grant the reality of mutations in the structure and the functioning of
living organisms; and let us grant, further, the cogency of the Darwinian thesis
that mutations, played upon by natural selection for a sufficient length of time,
account adequately for the differentiation of life into diverse species and for the
success of some species in surviving" and for the failure of others. Even granting

all this, the mutations themselves remain unexplained. Are mutations fortuitous,
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or are they designed, or are they infractions of a design, or are all these three
questions inappropriate when they are asked apropos of phenomena that are not
credited with the possession of consciousness and with the ability to make plans?
Supposing that we do allow ourselves to consider non-human species in these
anthropomorphic terms, we are then confronted with further questions. The
proneness of a species to undergo mutations is a contrary tendency to the
species’37 effort to maintain or reproduce itself true to type. Is keeping true to
type the objective of a species, and are mutations just so many failures to achieve
this objective? Or is a species designed to change, and is its practice of keeping
true to type just an obstruction of change by inertia?

The differentiation of life into different species has brought with it both
competition among some species and co-operation among others.

Which, if either, of these two antithetical relations is the paramount law of
nature? In the relations of non-conscious species with each other, neither
co-operation nor competition is an act of deliberate choice; but the choice is
deliberate in human beings, and in us it is bound up with the human sense of the
difference and antithesis between right and wrong and between good and evil.
What is the source of these ethical judgments, which apparently are intrinsic to

human nature but are foreign to the nature of non-human species?
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Finally, what is the situation and the significance in the Universe of a conscious,
purposeful human being, imbued with this sense of the distinction between right
and wrong and impelled (even if he resists this ethical impulse) to do what seems
to him to be right ? A human being feels as if he is the centre of the Universe
because his own consciousness is, for him, the point from which he views the
cosmic spiritual and material panorama. He is also self-centred in the sense that
his natural impulse is to try to make the rest of the Universe serve his own
purposes. At the same time, he is aware that, so far from being the Universe's true
centre, he himself is ephemeral and expendable; and his conscience also tells him
that, in so far as he gives way to his self-centredness, he is putting himself morally,

as well as intellectually, in the wrong.
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These are some of the riddles that are presented to a human being by the
phenomena of which he is conscious. Science may or may not continue to advance.
Whether science is going to progress or to stagnate is not a question of intellectual
capacity. There does not seem to be any limit to Man's intellectual ability to add to
his scientific knowledge and to apply this knowledge to the further advancement
of his technology.

The future of science and technology partly depends on whether society
continues to value these activities as highly, and to reward them as handsomely, as
has been society's practice in recent times. It also partly depends on whether
individuals of the highest intellectual ability continue to concern themselves with
science and technology. This cannot be taken for granted. In all fields of human
activity, fashions change. It is conceivable that religion or art might become again
the paramount interest of the ablest minds, as they have been in the past at
various times and places. However, even if science were to continue to advance at
its present pace, it seems likely that its further achievements would not carry it
beyond its past and present confines. Our knowledge of the way in which the
phenomenal Universe works might increase, but science does not seem likely in
the future to succeed, any better than it has succeeded in the past, in enabling us
to understand the reason why the Universe works as it does, or indeed the reason
why the Universe exists.

However, a human being has to live and to act during his psychosomatic life in
the biosphere, and the demands of life and action force him to provide himself with
provisional answers to the riddles presented to him by the phenomena, even if he
cannot obtain these answers from science and even if he believes that scientific
knowledge is the only true kind of knowledge. This belief is not impregnable.
Nevertheless, it is true that answers which are found outside the confines of
science are unverifiable acts of faith. They are not intellectual demonstrations;
they are religious intuitions. Therefore it seems probable that in the future, as in
the past, life will compel human beings to answer the ultimate questions in the

intuitive unverifiable terms of religion. Superficially the post-scientific and the
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pre-scientific expressions of religion may seem to be poles apart from each other.
Every past expression of religion has been attuned to the intellectual outlook of
the time and place at which each particular expression was formulated. But the
underlying essence of religion is, no doubt, as constant as the essence of human
nature itself.

Religion is, in fact, an intrinsic and distinctive trait of human nature. It is a
human being's necessary response to the challenge of the mysteriousness of the
phenomena that he encounters in virtue of his uniquely human faculty of

consciousness.
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