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Abstract

People affected by the Great East Japan Earthquake face severe problems in rebuilding their
communities. In particular, Fukushima Prefecture is suffering challenges resulting from the
nuclear plant accident and subsequent radiation damage. In order to study methods of support
by universities in the disaster zone, the author investigated the interest and activities in places
affected by the Earthquake by students from universities in the Tokyo area. In Study One, 345
university students were surveyed about their experiences of visiting the disaster area and their
subsequent concerns. Results showed that the students who visited the disaster area were very
interested in the area, its food and unique products, and in talking about the disaster area,
compared to students who had not visited the disaster site. In Study Two, an examination was
made on the effects on students before and after a lecture on community psychology related to
the Great East Japan Earthquake. No significant differences were observed. In Study Three, the
author reports on social support activities in Fukushima, Iwaki City aimed at rebuilding the
community and discusses methods of community support and empowerment by universities and

their students.

Key words: The Great East Japan Earthquake, university students, interest, Fukushima,

community empowerment
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