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The current status and issue of wide-area evacuation
following the Great East Japan Earthquake and Fukushima Nuclear Disaster:
Based on surveys in Saitama prefecture
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Abstract

Even today, more than four years after the Great East Japan Earthquake and Fukushima
Nuclear Disaster, approximately 50,000 evacuees are living outside Iwate, Miyagi and Fukushima
prefectures. Many are living in unstable situations, wavering between returning to their
hometown, or settling down in new places. This paper examines the current status and issues of
wide-area evacuation, based on surveys in Saitama prefecture. From surveys of local government
bodies, the overall status of evacuation in Saitama prefecture was revealed. The total number has
slightly decreased over the past two years. 70% are “forced evacuees” from radioactive
contamination from the Evacuation Order Zone, 20% are “voluntary evacuees” of radioactive
contamination outside the zone, and 10% are victims of the tsunami. 40% of evacuees are living in
public-funded rental accommodation, and 30% are at their own expense. From a survey of the
evacuees, there are strong needs for life support, interaction with others, and educational support
for children. Some evacuees also have difficulties in employment, and many are anxious about
their future lives, whether they want to return to hometown or settle down to Saitama. This
paper demonstrates that the situation of wide-area evacuation has not improved much, and some

evacuees are increasing their suffering and isolation. Support continues to be needed.
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