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Public space and public art

- Utilization of shut down school for art space -
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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to examine the meaning of utilization of shut down school for art
space. In the first part of this paper, the author clarifies that art can have public nature by
utilization of shut down school for art space. In other words, art can become public art through
various art activities undertaken by both artists and community residents at shut down school.
In the second part it is argued that shut down school can become “public space” in the meaning
of Hannah Arendt’s technical term, by utilization for art space. In other words, shut down school
as closed public “facility” can become public “space” for public art. From this point of view, the
author analyses the case of Nishi-Sugamo Arts Factory and introduces the thought of Arendt on

publicness, or public space.
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