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Establishing a theory of community-based welfare

from a systems theory approach
~ Reviewing concepts and perspectives with a view toward future solutions

A tER

MORIMOTO, Yoshiki

Abstract

Community-based welfare is a consciousness of the balance between self-help, mutual aid,
institutionalized mutual aid, and public assistance, and can be thought of as being comprised of
three multi-faceted components: Community-based welfare activities, community-based welfare services,
and community-based welfare infrastructure. In order to promote community-based welfare, it is
necessary to expand the concept without compromising the multifaceted nature of its
components. This paper presents nine viewpoints and two methodologies and reveals the
importance of understanding community-based welfare through the entirety of an integrated

welfare system.

Key words: community-based welfare, public assistance, self-help, mutual aid, institutionalized
mutual aid, integrated welfare system, community-based welfare activities,

community-based welfare services, community-based welfare infrastructure
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