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4Limyra
5 Araxa 7 Podalia 6 Aperlai 8 (Tata?)
9 Arykanda |11 Sidyma
12 (Zenonupolis?) (14 Tlos 10 Arneai 13 Olympos
15 Korydalla
18 Xanthos |17 Akarassos |16 Kaunos
19 Bubon 20 Markiane
23 Kandyba 21 Oenoanda |22 Choma
24 Phellos 25 Antiphellos
28 Akalissos 26 Phaselis 27 Rhodiapolis
29 Lebissos 30 (Akanda?)
32 Eudokias 31 (Palaioton?)
37 Meloeton 34 Komba
38 Kyaneai 36 Balboura |35 Nysa 33 Patara
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Basilica Excavation Report, Tlos 2015

URANO, Satoshi

In 2015 season, 1) opus tessellatum floors in Room1-3 of NT were
opened, swept and conserved (as to Room2, that of the western half
remaining covered), and 2) four tombs (TNT1-4) in Room 1 were
(partly re-)surveyed (in accordance with this new numbering system,
two tombs in NT having been opened in 2011 and labelled as T1 and 2,
were respectively relabelled as TNT3 and 4, and T4 in ST having been
opened in 2013 was now named TST1).

In Room1, TNT1, 3 and 4 were observed to have been constructed
on the bases of stone slabs, white mortars and/or brick tiles set on the
floor along the outer wall, PW1 and 3. All had lost their lids and side
panels fronting onto the room. They are thought to have been put up at
the same time as PW3 was set to divide Room1 and 3, and Altars A-C
and E were constructed to constitute boundaries between the tombs. It
certainly happened after the central part of Room1’s floor had sunken
from the original level up to 30cm probably due to an earthquake or
a soil flowage; the bases of the tombs and altars, and other patching
materials (bricks and white mortars) were laid to make the rolling floor
surface flat or at least smooth as far as possible, while the bottom of
PW3 was set to make its rabble-brick layers parallel to the new surface.

TNT1 was situated alongside of the northern outer wall of NT.
While no human bones were found from the tomb itself, some fragments
of human bones were discovered in a pit dug immediately to its west
and/or under its western destructed part probably by tomb raiders.
Only a small bronze cross was found in the pit. TNT2 alongside of
the western outer wall was discovered to have been entrenched under
the floor level (ca.30cm), stretching southward up to beneath Altar
C, with a raw of some substructure of a previous building (SPB1;
see below) destructed. This tomb might have been dug only after the
original tomb on the floor was removed or destructed, as it was roughly
constructed and covered by a poorly worked large stone slab. Its inside
seems to have been untouched until our excavation, though nothing
but mortal remains was discovered. TNT3 and 4 alongside of PW1 and
3 had already been excavated in 2011 and brought us some parts of
fragmentary human bones. This season we found many fragments of
bones scattered on the floor in front of these tombs either on or under
fallen panels and rubbles (many of panels had already been excavated
in 2011 and some others were in this season. All are thought to have
originally been chancel barrier panels and ornament ones to have been
reused as lids and side panels of TNT1-4). These fragmental bones on
the floor can be assumed as coming from the buried of TNT3 and 4,
though cross-check of them is still needed.

As described in our previous reports, another two underground
tombs had been believed to exist under these tombs’ bottom slabs, as



some of slabs were obviously converted from the ancient covers of drain,
but in fact any such tombs did not emerge. Under one of bottom slabs of
TNTS3, there was found a raw of another substructure of the previous
building (SPB2), which must have been the extension of SPB1. While
we cannot specify whether SPB1-2 were base(s) of a pre-Christian
building or that (those) of a previous church, we recognize yellowish
white mortars (YWM2), quite similar to those found in the bema and
the nave (YWM), 15cm below a bottom plate of TNT4, with their
extension continuing to also 15cm below the mosaic floor sustaining
Altar E. If we can admit that YWM2 is the extension of YWM, we can
surely say that the former are also those of the previous church and
may be able to think of SPB1 and/or 2 also as belonging to it, since the
level of these structures is approximate to those of YWM and YWMZ2.
YWMZ2’s surface was smooth and looked like showing impressions
of tiles, which might represent those of the sectile pavement of the
previous building.

As to the tessellata mosaics of Rooml, though severely damaged,
we could recognized two patterns; one, the extension of that of Room3,
consisted of outer band (rosetta), inner band (dentis) and main carpet
(pelta), and the other, the extension of that of aisle, consisted of the
same bands and a geometric carpet. On mosaics around places where
mosaics were lost extensively, there were recognized traces of fires. We
cannot say whether they represent a fire disaster on the building or
an open fire after the building had been abandoned. We also recognize
extensive traces of fire on the mosaic floor around the NMP on and
around which substantial fragments of middle to late Byzantine glazed
pottery were discovered.

As to the western half of Room2, there are not many things to
report. Mosaic floor, heavily damaged, was the extension of the eastern
half’s (see 2013 report) and its design was self-contained within this
room. Tessellas used here are smaller than those in Room1 and 3,
and the quality of the pavement were higher than that in the latter.
Under the mosaic floor alongside of the western edge of this room, there
recognized a quite long and wide void space formed. There were not
found human bones at all.

As for Room3, there were discovered relatively well preserved
mosaics with a design described above. In the central part of the floor
there was a large space (with a circle shape of 1.5m diameter) where
mosaics had been lost, and its eastern adjacent area there recognized
trace of fire. From this room, except for several pendant chains, many
fragments of glass lamps were found especially near PW3. They might
have been put in three small windows on this wall. Here also no human
bones.

Many animal bones, mainly of goats, sheep, cows and rodents, were
found at the floor level especially in Room2 and 3, but not a few also in
Rooml. This fact may represent a situation that after the abandonment
of the church these rooms were temporally used as cooking, dining and/
or dump space by non-Christian people.
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