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The possibility of “vagueness” in child protection as social work
—Technical problems in the continuity between institution and practice—
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This study showed the difficulty of objectification in child protection by focusing on “vague-
ness”, and how to address this difficulty in the continuity between institution and practice.
Additionally, it was considered what kinds of technical problems the social work practice has.
Maltreatment tends to be defined by the evaluation including subjectivity. Therefore, “vague-
ness” with recognition can’t be precluded in child protection. The institution is constructed
for diverse forms of help by using “vagueness”, and leaving discretion to the practice. In the
practice, practitioners need to assess which clarification can be or not. Furthermore, they
accept responsibility to develop enough skill to wield discretion. Child protection as social
work is expected to make the best of its own specificity which is deployed creatively and
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