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The nature and causes of the wealth of nations was the main issue investigated by all the
major economists of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. During those two centuries
the theory of wealth underwent a major changes, from the Mercantilist view to Smith’s
analysis. This repot highlights some of the episodes which led to this modification, without any
pretention of exhausting the complexity and vastness of the economic literature from Mun to
Smith.

Wealth theory is not isolated from other aspect of economic analysis; in particular it is strictly
related to value and distribution theories. These are tiles of the mosaic by which authors
describe the way to increase wealth and prosperity. Some of the changes in the analytical
relationships between the theories of wealth, value and .distribution are shown in this report.

Part 1 investigates the Mercantilist literature of the seventeenth century, and part 2 explores
the contribution of Petty, Boisguillebert and Cantillon. Part 3 examines the inadequacies of the
Physiocratic theory of wealth at the sunset of the ancient regime. It also highlights some of the

analytical reasons of the failure of Physiocratic policies at the eve of the revolution.
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